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San Diego Electroglide

September, 2003

Pilot Model Toss 1 Toss 2 Toss 3 Total
Don Wemple Pulsar 102 50 87 239
Pedro Brantuas | Lil Bird 108 66 0 174
Steve Clem Ascent 70 44 28 142
Dick Kantner Filip V 24 41 29 94
Ted Corbett Skimmer 36 24 12 82

The day dawned with adensefog— chancesof lift
about zero, and chancesof losing éectroglidersin
thesoup very great! Around 9 am, wewerelooking up
at the stuff and talking about reducing thelength of
thelimited motor runto 30 seconds, but Timer Bob
Ansonsaid, “Let’'sgowith theusua 60 secondsand

if youwant to shut off earlier, go ahead!”

Withwarningsfrom me— thinking back afew years
when| lost an Electrainthecloudsat Mission Bay —
about how suddenly aship can disappear, we began the
contest. At 50 seconds, the higher climbersbegantolose
ther ships, but fortunately they al cameback into view.
And, to everyone' ssurprise, therewaslift al over the
place! Remember that the maximumtimefor eachflightis
15 minutes. If acontestant exceedsthis— no pointsfor
theentiretoss. Pedro Brantuas, with hisusua cool, cut it
rather closewith hislanding for a20 point bonusat 14
minutes, 32 seconds. No oneon the second launch found
much lift, but Pedro stretched hisflight to 7 minutes, 42
seconds— again with a20 point bonuslanding.

With Pedro | eading the scoring, we got ready for the
final toss. And, yes, therewaslift again under the

clouds. Threeof uswereat cloud base, just cruising
aroundinbiglazy circles. But thenthe 15 minute
maximum cameinto play, and we started toincrease
speed to lose dtitude. Then came anever-to-be-
forgottenydl, “My wing'sfolded!”

Pedro’sbeautiful new entry, Lil Bird, hadindeed
gructurdly failed and plummetedinto Mission Bay.
Heeventually hadto swimfor it and finally came back

to thefield with thewreckage. While Pedro wasgathering
agroup to go over tothe Bay, Ron Brideweser redlly cut it
closeon hislanding. Astimer, Bob Ansonyelled out the
final secondsto 15 minutes, Ron’sLast Down cametoa
stop at 14 minutes, 59 seconds! Talk about cutting it
close!! Steve Clemwastheonly pilottogainlanding
bonuspointson all tosses— 10 onthefirst, 20 onthe
second and 10 on thethird.

Tothose of you who are holding back and not joining
intheElectroglidefun, you' remissingalot! Comeand
joinus. The October Electroglidewill beon Saturday,
November 1 (remember that it' sthe Saturday after the
SEFSD monthly meeting). Thefirst tossisat 9:30, as
usd.

DonWemple

Editor’sNote:

Don camethrough with someexcellent picturesof the
above participants, their model's, and Pedro’sunfortunate
accident. Look for them ontheback cover of the next
isue

Thismonth’'scover spread isisdedicated to the Septem-
ber F5D team sel ection contest that drew participants
from around the country. Of further note: nearly al
picturesin Peak Chargeareinfull color ontheexcellent
SEFSD web page produced by Stelios Jackson.
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The President’s Message
by David Pitcairn

It sElectiontime! TheCdifornia
recall may havebeen unusua but
theclub e ectionsaways occur
during the November meeting.
Thosethat wouldliketorunfor
office can benominated at the
October meeting. Please speak
upif youareinterestedina
position and if themeeting does
not fit your schedule, email me.

Notethat | will not berunning for President next year due
to my commitmentsto the MWE and the F5B (Electric
Glider) team. However, | will continueserving asChair-
man of the Board for oneyear asstated intheclub
bylaws.

THANK Y OU to all thevolunteerswho helped out with
the F5D pylon racing team selectionin September. A lot
of peopledid somevery hard work to maketheevent a
successand your help wasgresatly appreciated. 1 would
liketo giveextrathanksto Chuck Grimfor organizing the

contest and Tim Attaway for doing agreat job asCD and
putting up with abunch of stressed-out pilots!

Also, thanksto therest of the club membersfor your
patience and understanding when thefieldisclosed for
contests. Thecontest flyersbakein thesun during the
afternoons so that they have minimal impact on the sport
flying during weekend mornings. Inreturnthey appreciate
your letting them closethefield once or twice every other
year for team sel ection contests.

A board of directors meeting washeld October 2™ and
another onewill be scheduled for later thismonth. Please
seetheMinuteslater inthisissue.

Following onthe hedlsof avery well done“How to Cover
Airframes’ demonstration by Mike Morgan and Jack Hix,
Mikehas agreed to teach the club about vacuum forming
at the October meeting. Thisshould beespecidly interest-
ing for scratch buildersand | amlooking forwardtoit.
Happy flying and seeyou dl at theMeeting!

Minutes from the September Meeting
By Tom DeShon

I ntroduction—

The September meetingwas
calledto order on 9/23/03 at 7:00
by the David Pitcairn. Therewasa
singlenew member in attendance
tonight. John Garrisonismoving
back to San Diego from Jackson-

ville Ha

OldBiz—

Theclub'svideo library hasbeen stablefor quite
3

sometimenow. A suggestion wasmadeto share our
video library with two other local clubs. After some
discussion, it was decided that Urana Green would create
aproposed “loaner” policy and the Board would review
and decideif wewould participate and under what
conditions. Thereisno new information onthistopic.

All fiddimprovementsarecurrently onhold. The
new signageand locksarestill intheworks. .. owed by
recent club competition. Doug Rubin asked al members
totakean activeroleinrepairing theplastic fenceat the
flightline. If younoticearip or tear, please attempt to
repair using zipties, etc. Another issuerdativetofield
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activitieswasthemention of pilotsflying near birdsinthe
area. Thelocation of our flying fieldisimmediately across
thestreet (SeaWorld Drive) from apopular bird sanctu-
ary, the San Diego River estuary. Aswithmost bird
sanctuaries, thereareaways* bird watchers’ doing what
thenameimplies. Thesefolksaregenerally inclinedto
report any percelved contacts between birdsand planes
tothelocal park authorities. Itisinour long-terminter-
eststo avoid contact with anything festhered. Please
keep thisin mind and advise othersto refrain from com-
petition between planesand liveanimals. Asinthepast,
plane-on-plane contact isalways appreciated by those
other thantheactual pilots.

David once againreminded al membersthat the
Aerospace Musaumisoff limitsduring closed periods
with exception of using therestroom. Pleaseresistthe
temptationto“browse” themuseumin off hours.

New Biz—
Club Competition/ Events—

The S400 Electroglidewill take place Saturday, 9/
27/03 at 9:30 AM unlessweather precludes. Inthat
case, the event would moveto thefollowing weekend.
Thisevent awaysoccurson the Seturday following the
monthly meeting. Futurecompetitionsare planned for
9:30 AM on 11/1/03. For information onthisevent,
please contact Don Wemple.

Thepylonracing clubeventsareincreasingin
attendance. Structured classesfor theracesareusually
divided between S400 and unlimited. For thoseinter-
estedinflying afoamy structure, classesare morevague,
but should allow everyoneinterested to compete.

Thetryoutsfor the F5D Pylon Racing Teamwere
completed on 9/20—9/21. Pilotsattempting to quaify for
the US Team camefrom asfar away asMichigan and
lllinois. Likethe F5B competition, theUS Teamismade
up of threemembersand onealternate. Thethreepilots
representing theUSin England are: TravisHynn, Dan
Kane, and Brian Buaaswith Troy Petersonfilling the
fourth spot asdternate. The championship event will take
placenext August (2004) in York, England.

Therewasateam“Fun Fly” event recently spon-
4

sored by the ChulaVistaclub. The ChulaVistateamwon
the event and wasfollowed by our own SEFSD teamin
second placeand theMiramar flying clubinthird. Wewill
be having our own*“Fun Fly” event on 10/18/03 at the
South Shoresfield. Thereare5 different tasksrequired
and entry isstill opento thosewho may beinterested.

Member ship -

Our current Membership Chair, DebHolland, is
moving and we need to replace her with another volunteer.
Pleasenctify David Pitcairnif interested.

Club Programs—

Theyearly eection of club officerswill occur at the
November meeting. Nominationsfor al positionswill be
accepted at the October meeting. Asusual, the Decem-
ber meeting will be Christmasdinner and party.

Safety, Safety, Safety....

The safety discussion tonight centered around the
newest battery technology, lithiumion/poly. Thesebatter-
iesaredtill new tothemodeling industry and havenot yet
had thetimein practiceto completely understand therisks.
Unlike nicad and nmh technol ogy, lithium batteriescan
becomeextremely hazardousduring the charging cycle.
Anyoneusing these new battery typesmust useextreme
cautionwhilecharging. Mot of thechargersavailableon
themarket today were not designed with lithium batteries
inmind. Alsounlikenicadsor nmhcells, thelithium
batteriesarenot al created equally. Somemanufacturer’s
batteriestol erate charging parametersin excessof other
manufacturer’stolerances. If alithium battery shouldfall
during charging, itwill likely resultinafire. Thisisnot the
sameasasmol dering pack of nicadsthat have heated
enoughtowrinklethefilm packaging. Theselithium
batteries have been responsiblefor car firesand serious
destruction of property when | eft unattended during the
charging cycle. Another caution that was mentioned
occurswhen these batteriesareinvolved in asudden
dramatic motion (see” crash”). Themost common sug-
gestionisto place any suspect batteriesaway from
anything flammableuntil therisk haspassed (48 hours).
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Braden Moore,Stilianos Jackson,Ray Fulks,
Pedro Brantaus,Bob Anson.

Pitsand County FunFly No. 1

County Fun Fly

Our SEFSD team won
second place
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SEFSD Book and Video List

As of October 1, 2003

Book Titles

Electric Motor Handbook

Entering Electrics

FoamWings

TheQuiet Revolution

Radio Control AirplaneFinishing & Detailing
Radio Control AirplaneBuilding Techniques
Radio Control Airplane\Workshop Secrets

Also Available: Someback issuesof S& E
Modeer Magazine

Video Titles

1994 KRC ElectricHy

1996 KRC Electric Fly

1997 KRC ElectricFly

1996 L ondon Bridge SeaplaneClassic
1996 NATSHighlights

2000 San Diego Midwinter Electrics
Advanced Kit Conversons
AirborneR/C Video (Fred Harris)
Airplane( JoeWurts)
AirforceTopGun

A Cdebration of Eagles

Basic Congructionfor Beginners
Buildingwith Foam

Byron Origina sshow season 1985
Desert Storm/ Tornado

DoubleEagle

Electric Jet Factory

ElectricHight (Building & Flying)
Electric Hight & Schneider Cup
Electrifyingthe FANTASY (Val. I11)
F-16 Falcon

Float Flying—John Sullivan

Gasto Electric Conversions

Learn How to Build aPower Airplane
Let'sGet Serious About Electric Hight
Mini-Max Power Gliders

Monokotel

Monokote A

Neat 2001+

Power for Performance Electric Flight
Schneider Sport Electric

T-Birds

U.S. Air CoreBasicBuilding Tips
Vacuum Baggingtips

Warbirdsover Schenectady
WringitOut (Val. 1)

WringitOut (Val. 2)

DVD Titles:

ProAero Tow

Secretsof Thermds

EndlessLiftlll

Just Wantto Fly

Airshow 2 (2001 Mid-Winter Electrics)

Listed Videos are available from Uranna Greene
Phone: (858) 453-4249 or e-mail:
ugreene@san.rr.com

Aoccdrnigtorscheearch at TxesM& A Uinervtisy, it deosn’t mttaer in waht oredr theltteersinawrod are, the olny

iprmoetnt tihng istaht thefrist and Isat Itteer beintherghit pclae.

Therset can beatotal msesand you can sitll raed it wouthit aporbelm. Tihsis bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed

ervey lteter byistlef, but thewrod asawlohe.

Robert Anderson
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TheTraining Program-

Flight Training hasbeen going very well recently.
I n addition to the ongoing beginner instruction on week-
ends, thereisnow aerobatic training for thoseinterested.
Thetrainer, Tim Attaway, isavailableat thefieldon
Wednesdaysat 10:00 AM. Reservationsor aformal sign-
upisnotrequired. Generd flying assstanceisavailableat
the club on most weekendsfrom 8:00—10:00. As
aways, theclubislooking for new volunteersto assist
withthetraining duties.

How To-

Tonight's*How-To” wasademonstration by
MikeM organ and Jack Hix on the use of monokote and
other covering materials. Onelook at any of the planes
built by either of thetwo explainswhy they wereasked to
explaintheir technique. Therewasn’ttimefor Mikeand
Jack to completeathorough explanation on“ everything”
monokote. Instead, they used thetimeto communicate
“tricks’ or “lessons’ that they had perfected over time.
Mikeand Jack offered thefollowing pointers:

D Use baby socksto cover monokote

irons. They arecheaper thanthe
coverssold by the hobby shopsand

work just aswell.

2 Alwaysuseanew, sharprazor bladein
your knife,

3 Usemetd rulerswhenever possibleas

wooden rulersmay deform over time
after theknifehasremoved diversof
thewood.

4 Useasmdl solderingiron (25w or
less) to seal monokotetotheinside
surfacesof athrough hole.

5 Solartex looksalot likeslk and
coversodd shaped surfacesreally
wall.

0) The surface prepisextremely impor-
tant. All scratchesmust beremoved
fromthebalsaprior to adheringthe
monokote. If youarelookingfora
very smoothfinish, thegrainof the
bal samust beremoved (sanded
smooth); otherwiseit will show through
thefinished surface.

7 Common whiteboard markerswork

well when marking lineson monokote.
After theapplication or cut iscom-

plete, themarkswipe away.

8 Alwaysput thelight colorsonfirst,
followed by darker colors.

9 When applying monokoteto both

surfacesof awing, start with the
bottom surfacefirg, followed by the
top surface.

10) When applying monokote ontop of
monokote, dwaysuseavery low
settingontheiron. Theintentisto
adherethetop piece of monokoteto
the monokote undernesth without
activating the shrinking festure of either
urfece

Mikeand Jack also offered their adviceonthe
generd application of
coveringswhen assem-
blinganairplane. They
start the processby
tacking themonokote
along spotsaroundthe
perimeter of thesurface.
After themonokoteis
positioned properly, they
dart shrinking thesurface
fromoneside. They do not attempt to adherethe
monokoteto theentire surface. Thisisunnecessary
(according to Mikeand Jack) and will resultinmore effort
later onintheprocess. Oneof Jack’srecommendationsis
to make smal pinholesin themonokoteprior tothefinal
stretching process. Thisalowstheair to escapeasthe
monokoteisstretched and preventsbubblesfrom forming
onthesurface. Jack also advisesthat you pre-heat the
leading edge of the monokote prior to attempting difficult
compound angles. Thismakesthe monokote more
flexibleand alowsit to better adhereto the non-flat
urface.

Show & Tell-

TimGantz brought his
new DavePatrick Ultimate 120
Biplane. Theplanefliesusnga
Hacker C5012XL motor,
8S10P Lithium batteries, anda
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22 x 10 prop. Theplanedoesall full-house aerobatics
and canfly for 20 minuteson onecharge. Theplane
weighsabout 12 |bs. and makes amost 2,000 watts of
power.

David Feebrought his
custom brushlessmotor that he uses
for high power applications. The
motor isroughly thesize of aS400
motor and looksalot like an Aveox
1110. Themotor has1.5turns, runs
on 7-3000mah cells, and pulls 120
amps. For the purpose of compari-
son, thissmall motor makesthe power equivalenttoal
hp motor.

MikeBlott brought the new-
kitted GWS Corsair. Thiskit comes
packaged with anew style motor and
two propsand retailsfor about
$60.00.

Chuck Grim showed off his
new Mini Lazer 3-D. Hefliesitusnga
Razor 2500A motor, 4.4 x 1 gearbox,
on8-950mahcells. Theall upweight
of theplaneis20.50z.

Pl

GlennKlein brought thenew
—— CirrusJewd receiversthat weighless
"'1','" than2gms. Theseareavailableat
Hobby People.

MikeMorgan brought two of
| the Graupner Gee-Beesthat someclub
membersarenow using for pylon
racing. Mike
fliesthesecona
PGS 800E motor with 8 cells
anda9x 6 prop. Hegetsabout
7 minutesflying from each pack.
Mikeanticipatesthat interestin
these

o,

enough that membersof theclub

| may consder apylon classthat
7 usesthisairframeasthestandard.

the SEFSD Christmas Party

When: 11th of December
How Much: $22.95 per person
What to eat: primerib, lemon-herb chicken or salmon
Where: Reubens(sameaslast year)

What else: Raffle prizesand good company
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Board of Directors Meeting

A board of directors meeting was held on October 2
2003 with Michael Neale (Treasurer), Steve Neu, Chuck
Grim, and David Pitcairn(President) in attendance.

Membership Chair needsto befilled: Potentia candidates
werediscussed and the option of contracting out thework
wasa so brought up. Votewasdeferred until the next
mesting.

ChristmasParty: UrannaGreenehasset up reservations
at Reuben’sbut a$200 deposit isrequired to hold the
reservation. Clubwill pay the deposit.

MWE update: Meetingswith sponsorsarebeing set up
and Tim Gantz hasvolunteered to take care of parking
again. MovingtheLimbo combat away fromthe pitsfor
added safety was discussed along with the need to rent
fireextinguishersor have buckets of sand on hand dueto
theincreased use of Lithium-Polymer batteries.

ClubTraller: Wehaverapidly outgrowntheclubtrailer
andit can not be stored outside. Currently, SteveNeuis
donating garage spaceto the club but that may not always
beavailableinthefuture. Chuck Grimissearchingfor a
trailer that will better fit theclub’sneedsand hopefully last
alongtime. Thetrailerisusedto storeitemsfor MWE,
Competitionsand other club events.

AdvertisnginPesk Charge: Michadl Nedleisrevisnghis

earlier proposal tosolicit ads. 1t will now only cover black
andwhiteadsand will bedirected at local establishments.

Volunteer awards. Currently the club doesnot haveaway
toformally thank thosevolunteersthat go aboveand
beyond. Inthe past, free memberships have been handed
out. Suitablewaysto thank volunteerswill befurther
discussed at the next meeting.

Club Trainer: Currently theclub hasatraining airplanethat
theinstructorsdo not use and do not want to use. Vote
was passed to dispose of the club trainer in an appropriate
manner such asdonating it to aworthy cause. Theclub
flight smulator will not bereplaced sinceitisfinicky and
computer hardware dependant. Club membershave
downloaded free programs off the web and report that
they work quitewell sothisisaviabledternative.

Contest Financias: the F5B contest lost abit of money
and the F5D contest made abit of money. Unfortunately,
they are separate so the extra F5D money hasto be sent
toAMA. A closereview of the costs of the competitions
will be done so that future contests break even or make

money.

If anyone hasitemsthey would like brought up at
the next meeting or would liketo attend the meeting and
bring up theissuesthemsalves, pleasee-mail David
Pitcairn at dtpitcairn@aol.com.

Flying with the best of the best

First of dl, I’dliketothank the Silent Electric Flyers

for hosting the F5D trid slast weekend. Specificaly, I'd
liketo thank Tim Attaway for beingthe CD, and a so
Chuck Grimfor hisefforts. Chuck’sfield prep, Steve Neu,
Wayne Walker and Jeff Keesoman al madeit happen.
Last, but not least, Mike Morgan: without hissupport, |
wouldn’t have beenthere. It took alot of work and
volunteersto makeit happen and thelististoolongto
thank theindividuals, but you al know whoyou are.

When theworld champion competition wasin San
Diegoin 2000, | knew | wanted tofly inthat competition

someday. Atthetime, | didn’t even know how tofly. My
goasweresimplefor thislatest F5D trial: (1) not to crash,
(2) not to get morethan one cut and (3) not finishing last.
Luckily, | managed dl three.

It wasapleasureflying with suchworld classpilots! |
learned alot and now | know what to expect in the next
coupleof years. | look forward to helping theteamto
practice and to bringing homethegold. Congratsto
Travis, Brian, Danand Troy! I'm confident you' |l dous
proud!

WEe' re behind you!

DougRubin



