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Mission Statement

Theobjectiveof the Silent Electric Flyersof San Diegoisto promoteand further
thetechnology of electric powered R/C aeromodeling; encourage competitionin
Electric Soaring, Pylon Racing, FAI-F5B/D, Scale, Old Timer, and Pattern Elec-
tric categories by hosting major Industry-sponsored events and sanctioning
“Fun-Hy” typesof contests; provideforumsfor theexchangeof technica informa-
tion, instruction and experience; and participatein demonstrationsof eectric pro-
pulsioninarea-widemode aviation events.

|  Web Site: http://sefsd.org/ |
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Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego

Peak Charge

A Membership Profile of Michael Blott
----- Self Interview -----

Mike, you arecurrently the SEFSD vice presi-
dent, how long haveyou been amember and when
wereyou first interested in RC?

| have been amember 3 or 4 yearsnow. Hard to
remember, becausefor awhilel wasa so amember of the
Torrey PinesGulls.

| was 14 yearsold when | wasfirst bitten by the RC
bug. Reading magazineshadtodo at first, asRC was
fairly expensivethen. | worked one summer cutting lavns
to buy aWorld EnginesRC radio kit. Took afew weeks
to assemble. Then camethe Mark’sModelsWindward
glider. Fortunately, Colonel Bob Thacker wasaregular at
theMarine Corpsbaseflying field. (I wasadependant.) |
havethe privilegeto say hewasmy first teacher. Aswith

March 06,2004
If Rain—March 13,2004
Time F:30am—11:00am

cactlis ¢ Bark

Ashwood St.(1/4) mile NE of EI Capitan
High School in Lakeside Ca.
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most, girlsand carscameat 16, so the hobby took an
hiatusfor about 16 years.

Some of your RC planesactually look like
airplanes, how did that happen?

Itis*plane” toseel likeunusud flyingthings. | like
the challenge of making strangethingsfly. TheOPTICA
planeisan obsession of minethat still hasafew more
versionsto build, beforel getit right. Most of thescale
arplanesor otherwise“arplane-looking” airplanesare
magazinereviewsor betatesting.

What isyour favoritetypeof RC flying?

It changesfromtimetotime, but usudly itisflying
something | wasnot surel could makework.

CLASSIFIED

Two helicopters, ECO-8, and fun Pic-

colo for sale. Call Jay Hakes for price at
(619) 435-5144
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The President’s Message
by David Piteacrn
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gt What agreat event! The Ray Fulks, MikeMorgan, Stelianos Jackson, Steve Neu,
= ' : Mid Winter Electricsran very Tim Attaway, Tim Gantz and Wayne Wal ker.
_ DOUG ANDERSONS ROBE GNAT smoothly thisyear despitesome
minor disputeswith the Park Thisgroup was so great and did their part sowell
Rangers. Notethatitisintheclup  thatal I heardwaspraisefor theevent and how it was
bylawsthat nobody other than run! Thank them the next timeyou seethem, please.
club officersare authorized to contact the city. Wewill
meet with thecity in an attempt towork out amutually Thereisanew sign onthegate so now thereisno
beneficial solution sothat wedo not haveproblemsinthe  €xcusetonot closeor lock it every timeyou go through.
future. Thank you to Mike Morgan for taking over that task and

gettingit doneright.
The MWE could not have been such agreat event _ _ .
and gonesowell if it werenot for avery large group of TheClubhasanew trailer. Tim Attaway'sfriend
Volunteers, some of whomwerenot eveninthe SEFSD!  gaveusadeal and Chuck Grim did thelegwork--thanks.
| hopeyou cameout and enjoyed theevent and thanked ~ Thetrailer served uswell during the MWE and now we

DOUG ANDERSON’S someof the Volunteers. Thefull report ontheMWEwill  haveonethat can hold all our stuff and keepitdry. It
A-4 SKYHAWK be out next month, and when | get an accounting of all the ~ seemsto bevery well built, soit should last avery long
volunteers, wewill publishthelist. Inthemeantime, | time.
would liketo thank thefollowing peoplewho went above
and bwond’ hel p| ng to p| an and runtheevent--includi ng Onesidebenefit of the MWE isthat thefield gdS
sitting through very long meetingsevery week. Bob fixed up every year. Thank Chuck Grimand helpersfor

David, Bill Knoll, Chuck Grim, David Fee, DonMadison,  thenew fenceand for smoothing therunway. Wenow get

DonWemple, Doug Rubin, Frank Gagliardi, LouRoss¢,  toenjoy itfor therest of theyear, so thereisno excuse not
togoout andfly!

Minutes from the January Meeting
by David Fee

I ntroduction- MikeMorganwill soon be posting signsat thegateto the
DavidPitcairncaledtheJanuary  flyingfieldwhichwill inform and remindal who enter that
meeting to order on 1/27/04 at thegateisto bekept closed at all times. 1t shall be
7:00PM. Therewereno new unlocked by thefirst personarrivinginthemorning andit
membersor guestsinattendance  istherespongbility of thelast personleavingtolock the

| thisevening. gate.

SAL PELLSOD

e

3l Old Business- Chuck Grimwill beorganizing awork party for field
The SEFSD video library hasbeen stablefor sometime. cleanupin preparation for the MWE.
Any questionsor concerns, including requestsfor new
items, should be addressed to UranaGreen. No other field improvementswere discussed at the
mesting.




Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego
New Business-

Club Competitionsand Events-

The SEFSD Precision Aerobatics Fun Fly, directed by
Tim Attaway, washeld on January 25". It wasagreat
success, with 13 pil ots entering with many typesof mod-
els. Therewerevarious categoriesbased on model type
and pilot skill, from“world class’ to“foamietrash.” Tim
Ganz entertained the crowdswith his* Trash CanVTO,”
inwhich heflew hisMorganTech FoamieBipeverticaly
out of atrashcan! A great timewashad by al, and plans
areintheworksto have moreof thesefun and challenging
events.

The S400 Electroglidewill be held Saturday, 1/31/04, at
9:30AM. If weather precludes, theevent will be resched-
uledfor thefollowing weekend. TheElectroglideeventis
awaysheld on the Saturday following the SEFSD monthly
meeting. A specia-edition Electroglide contest will be
held during the MWE at 9:00AM on Sunday the 15™.

For further information, please contact Don Wemple.

The2004 Mid Winter Electrics(MWE) iscoming Febru-
ary 13"—16". It wasannounced that volunteersare till
needed for registration and impound duties, aswell asfor
coordination of Registration and the Raffle. [ed.- the
Regigtration and Raffle coordination positionswerefilled
at the MWE planning meeting 1/28/04.] Therewill be
vendorsselling at the MWE thisyear, thanksto the
generous support of several dectric-flight suppliersand
manufacturers. Castle Creations, Hobby People, Thunder
Power batteries, RC-Direct/Discount Hobby and Dymond
Model sportsal contributed asubstantial amount of money
to pay for therequired city selling permit. Makeaspecia
effort to show your appreciation by doing businesswith
them!

Member ship-

Our membership chairman, Pandi Bala, reported that
membership renewal shave been steady, but dow in
coming. Asof thestart of the meeting, only approximately
1/3 of last year’smembershad renewed. Hewasavail-
ableto processrenewalson the premisesat the break.
Pandi can bereached at pandi @san.rr.com. Membership
duesare $35 per year and include asubscription to Peak
Chargeand full useof theclubflyingfield sevendaysa
week. Suchadeal!!

Peak Charge

Club Programs-

Themesting floor was again opened to accept nominations
for the positionsof President and Vice President. David
Pitcairn provided descriptions of what each position
currently requires. No one accepted anomination for
ether pogtion.

Safety, Safety, Safety-

Therewas no safety announcement at the meeting. Please
remember to review and befamiliar withthe Field Rules
which areposted at thefield, and may befoundinyour
January 2004 Peak Charge. Be courteousand safeat all
times.

TheTraining Pro-
gram-

Therewasno specific
announcement regard- |
ingthetraining pro-
gram. General training
isavailablemost
weekendsfrom 8:00-
10:00AM. Aerobat-
icstrainingisavailable Wednesdaysat 10:00AM. New
volunteersto help with training are always appreciated.

Show & Tell-

Tim Gantz brought his
MorganTech Foamy
Bipewhichhehad
flowninthePrecison
Aerobatics competi-
tionearlierinthe
month. Itispowered
by aRazor RZ2500
brushlessmotor witha
gear drive,anda
lithium polymer battery pack. Of special notewasthe
prop-saver which Mike Morgan had supplied. The
propeller isheld in place by rubber bands, soit can rotate
out of theway inthe event of anose-over.

Mike Blott showed aWattage Turbo Hawk which has
recently been givenanew leaseonlife. Thewell-used
plastic fusel age has been repaired with polyurethane glue,
which Mikereportsbondsto the plastic better than

Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego Peak Charge

EDGE 540T

80" wingspan - by Pedro Brantuas

2 Aveox 36/30/1.5

1 Inner Demon Gearbox

Hitec Digita Servos(140/oztorque)
2 Jeti Advancecontrollers

2 Flydma.com GP3300 21cell packs
1 DPEdge 540T

Planeall upweightis171bs, and the power system
produces 25lbsof thrust. Kevin Miller will performa
demoflight with thisplaneat theMWE..

pictures
by Robert Stinson

You can get every singleitem from Steve Belknap at
Diversity Model Aircraft, (858) 693-8188.

JET DAY AT THE BAY
By Chuck Grim

On December 7" SEFSD held Jet Day at the Bay. Although the morning started with rain, several pilotsmadetheir way
downfromtheVictorville, Orange County and Los Angeles County areasand several of thelocal jet jockeys showed
up. Therain stopped about 9:30 AM and theflying began. Please see the accompanying photos of thejet planesin
atendance. Includedinjet day thistime, thanksto Doug Rubin’sradar gun, we held thefirst Electric Ducted Fan fast/
dow contest! Theobjectisto havethelargest difference between 2 passesthrough the speed run. Thelarger the
difference between thefastest run and dowest runisthe score—larger the better. Theresultsare shown below:

- HIGH | LOW | ;
PLACE PILOT ATRCRAFT | SPEED | SPEED DIFFhFi];ﬁh CE
MPH | MPH

1 |Doug Anderson Mig 15 104 19 85

2  |Doung Anderson | Mirage 2000 108 26 [

3 |Gregg Fullington Mig 15 | 101 25 76

4  |Dan Savage Mig 29 BE.7 18 T0.7

| 5 |Daren Savage Mig 29 86.3 19 67.3

6 |Steve Manganelli  XB70 6.7 19 50,7

7 |Gregg Fullington AT 3

A goodtimewashad by all. Thenit started to rain again in the early afternoon, and everyone packed up and went
home. Seepicturesonlast month’scover of PEAK CHARCE, the next page, and on the back page of thisissue.

QUARTER BIZE CLUB

RAY FALLK'S FLOAT PLAME
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The San Diego Electroglide — January 2004
by Don Wemple

Pilot Model
Pedro Brantuas Lil Bird
Daniel Beknap FllipV
DonWemple Pulsar
Ted Corbett Sniffer2
Bob Stinson Elexaco
Sean Belknap Question Mark
SteveClem Cloud Cruiser
Dick Kantner HlipVv

Rainthe day before, and showers predicted for
Saturday morning, didn’t chase away too many
Electroglidersonthelast day of January.

At9:30 AM, withnoraininsight, wehad our
largest ever masslaunch— eight competitors.
Pedro was up for amost 8 minuteson hisfirst
launch, and Dan Belknap for over 10 on histhird.
So, lift wastherefor thoselucky/skilled enoughto
findit. However, landing wasanother problem!
Pedro picked up a20 point bonuson hisfirst, and a
perfect 30 on histhird. Therewere, however only

Toss 1 Toss 2 Toss3 Total
67 36 70 203
31 35 61 127
44 0 60 104
20 16 49 85
22 0 31 78
21 18 36 75
21 32 0 53
17 0 0 17

threemore bonusesrecorded! Thewind would seemfairly
calm onmost approachesand then suddenly, onfinal, the
wind would blow!! For some of us, wewereblown clear
off therunway. Ahh, but that’sall part of thegameinthe
Electroglide.

Tothose of youwho are holding back and not joiningin
thefun, you' remissingalot! Comeand launchwithus.
TheFebruary Electroglidewill be on Saturday, February
28th (remember that it’ sthe Saturday after the SEFSD
monthly meeting). Thefirst tossisat 9:30, asusual.

I E ALIR PHY'S
COROALAST CREATICN

DOUG ANDERSONS MIG 15

Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego Peak Charge

anything elsehehastried. Power isfrom 10 KAN 650's
and heisgetting flight timesof 6 minutes. Thiswould
makeagresat starter EDF with long flight timesand no
need for abungee.

MikeBlott also
brought histiny EDF-
50-powered Optica
model. Itiscon-
dructed mainly of
foam, and should be
presented asaconstruction articlein an upcoming national
hobby magazine. Mikeisnow usinga2-cell 540mAh
lithium polymer pack, and theflight timeshaveincreased
to 10 minutes! Thisisanimpressvesmal, light model.

Danid Belknap brought aself-designed, scratch-built
foamiewhich hehasnamed* Green Thing.” Congtruction
isof green sheet insulating foam and carbon rodsfor spars
and stiffeners. Hisinitia power
systemwasan 8-cell KAN
1050 pack poweringhisGWS-
geared 280BB, but heisconsid-
ering switchingtoa10-cdll

KAN 650 pack for improved
verticd performance.

T MikeMorgan brought some
beautiful scaemodesfrom
SureFlite. Thefirst wasaFoke
Wulf 190 which was covered with paper and whiteglue,
then painted. The paper wasapplied such that the edges
of thepiecessmulated panel lineson thefinished part.
Quiteaninteresting techniqueand it looked redlly nice!

The second model Mike showed wasagresat |ooking P-
51 Mustang. Thisonewascovered with fiberglassand

epoxy to giveahard, smooth
surfacefor thepaint. Mike
reported that these model swill
make great conversonsto
electric power becausethey are
lightweight and sturdly.

David Fee showed an unfinished
hollow-molded F5D wing. The
spanis40" andtheairfoil isquite
thin--only 6.4%. Theskinsareaglass/balsa/glasssand-
wich, with carbon reinforcementsin high-stressareas. The
spar capsarecarbon, but arestill alittletooflexible
because of thelimited thickness of thewing.

Entertainment-

Don Wemple showed agreat video of the November 8"
Weedwacker’sWarbird Fly-In. Therewere WWI
planes, WWI1 planes and even more modern warplanes.
Really, somebeautiful model sand someimpressiveflying!

Doug Rubin showed usavideo of Dynamic Soaringon
Parker Mountain. Perhapsyou’ veheard of DS but have
never seenit. Well, there'snothinglikeit! Theseall-
composite speed demonsareflying over 200 MPH, using
largewind gradientsto accel erate them to speedsmuch
greater than normally possible. Includedinthevideowas
aspeed of 232 MPH obtained witha2M Opus. Unfortu-
nately, sometimestheairframesjust aren’t up to thetask.
Wings have been known to explodewithout warning, as
flutter canlead to catastrophic failure at these speeds.
Quiteasad sight, but the adrenaline rush must beworth
therisk!

Themeeting was adjourned at approximately 8:45PM.
Seeyou at the next meeting,
David

A Membership Profile of David Pitcairn
by Michael Blott

You are now president of SEFSD. How long
haveyou been amember, and whenwereyoufirst inter-
estedinRC?

| have been amember of the SEFSD for 3years.
| first becameinterested in R/C airplanesat age 11 when

my father bought himself an R/C plane. Until then| had
flown rubber band and u-control airplanes.

| had afew R/C carswhen much younger, but they
were pretty terrible. Most were promptly dismantled and
the partsused for other fun projects.
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SILENT ELECTRIC PRECISION AEROBATICS REPORT
January 25th, 2004

By CD “Tim ttaway

Theweather wasaworry...butitfinaly cleareda
little after 10 AM on January 25". | really had noidea
how many interested pilotswould preparefor the contest
and show uptofly infront of judgesand their peers: itis
not something for everyone.

Requirements

- Anaircraft capableof straight linesand good
loops

- Tdent

- Learning asequenceof 10figures

- PracticePractice Practice

After thepilot'smeeting whereinthe“ Action Plan”
wasspelled out in somedetail and the outstanding judging
crew wasintroduced, (Note: Liketothank Ted
Caobarrubiaand Ermanno Bonifinfrom Team ChulaVista
and KevinMiller, Unlimited Pilot from up North) we
finalized theregistration at 13 eager aerobatic minded
pilots.

Thefirst pilot uptofly was SEFSD Peattern competi-
tor Bruce Brown flying hisdad’screation. It wasbuilt
from scratch by Chuck Brown and hasan Aveox 36/38/3
motor with alot of batteries. Thiscombinationwasakiller
combo and Bruceflew rock solid al threeroundswinning
themand First Placeinthe contest. Hislineswerelong
and smooth and thefigureswere closeto geometricaly
perfect. Congratulationsto Team Brown!!!

Ray Fulkswasimpressively focused with his
Diabolotin, anon- pattern but very aerobatic aircraft.
Powered by the Hacker B 50 and L1 PO batteriesand
trimmed to perfection and using hisexperiencewith flying
infront of judges he made very few mistakes. He convinc-
ingly took second placeinthefirst tworoundsand all the
othershad to redlly go hard to catch him. Hishard work
and talent held off therest of theyoung lions. Hetook
second placewood. Well Done!!

Thetop“younglion” tryingto overtake Ray
happened to be the multi-talented Steve Neuflying his
pattern ship the Extreem; with Aveox. A controller quit on
him and heborrowed an airplanefor thefirst round and
then cameup withtwo stellar flightsto finish up about 40
pointsbehind Ray with arepaired aircraft. Steady im-
provement fromflight 1—3 and it paid off withthird place

6

and aplagueto takehome. Nicegoing, Steve!

WEel| known pylonteam member Troy Peterson
came down from CostaMesawith his Extra300 powered
by an Aveox 1409 Astro 2:38. Inhisfinal round hetook
second placeto Bruceand closed the gap with Ray and
Steve but cameup abit short....70 pointsbehind Steve.
Fourth placeain’t bad.

Just 8 pointsback of Troy wasfirst timer Jeff
K eesamon, F5B team member to the Worldsand flying a
Worldsmodel P-51, that’sright aP-51. A warbird, with
aJeti 45/3. Jeff flew it quitewel | indeed, putting up solid
rounds each timeand staying very closeto Troy. His
talent wasclearly abovethenorm and | know heand
Steve Neu had been practicing for the event afew times,
so | wasnot that surprised.

Jeff beat out freestyler Pedro Brantuason thefinal
round by only 10 pointstotal.

Pedro received onezero onthelast flight or he
would havefinished above Troy. HisEdge, powered by
an Aveox 36/30/1.5, was one of thefew SCALE aircraft
inthe contest. It wasniceto seeascaleaircraft flown so
well by atalented pilot who had put inalot of practicein
thelast few weeks. | surely think Pedrowill beimproving
hisstanding inthe next go-around. Sixth placeisvery
respectable.

Thenext group downwasled by Frank Gagliardi,
whowasfirmly in seventh place. Hewasflyinga
Diabolotin with Hacker B 50 11 Sand electroned by 12
3300’s. Thisaircraft withdigital servosperformsvery well
indeed. 4%2poundsall upandtotally unlimitedinvertica
for thefirst 4 minutes. | know ...itismy aircraft. Frank
had not practiced for the event; hejust showed up and
went for it. | admirethatinaman.

Braden Moorewas next in 8" place and woul d
probably have been much higher if he had taken of his
Venus, powered by aHacker B 50 11 Swiththeailerons
working the correct direction. Hemiraculoudy saved the
aircraft from certain death but it had some damage and
had to be shelved for theday. Heflew my Diabolotinin
thefirst round and then went homeand got hisown
Diabolotintofinish the contest. Histalent and hard work
onthesequencewill earn himahigher place next time--

you can bet on that!!

Givingitagofor thefirst timein Electric Precison
Aerobatics, andin 9" place, wasthe soaring, ds'ing, pylon
racer...doitall...Doug Rubin...the Rubinator wasaso
flying my Diabolotin and with somepractice hewill bea
contender.

10" placewent to Steve Belnap, flying the Skoot
with an Aveox 27/26/1.5. Thiswas Steve'sfirst time, and
he had some good flying most of thetime.

11™ placewas claimed by Steve Mangandlli with
hisCalypso. Obvioudy talented, andin need of alittle
more practicetime, hewill moveup.

12" went to Mark Ferrierafromthe LA area,
doing histhingwithaSCALE aircraft--a Staudacher
powered by the Aveox 1015-2 turn. Sureliketo seethe
scaleairplanes compete, and thanksfor coming down to
enjoy theday.

13" place went to our own free-styling, torque-
rolling Morgan-tech-outfitted Tim “thetorque-roller”
Gantz. Hisfoamieaircraft wasashow-caseof Mike
Morgan'screative skill inairplanedevelopment. | have
oneof hisfoamiebipesandloveit. Thanks, Mike!

Timwashampered by thewind and itseffect on that
one-pound aircraft. 1t needed alittle more power, too.
Talent isthere, but remember what the requirementsareto
successfully compete| wasvery pleased with the coop-
erative nature of the pilots, and the spectator group was
much larger than anticipated. Asaways, anevent likethis
needs co-conspirators, and Ray Fulkswastheman. He
provided the computer and the computer van and too
much elseto mention. Hewastheright-hand maninthe
right place. Chuck Grim, asever, wasright theretoimput
scoresand run for copiesetc. Hewashisusual support-

ivesdf that we always need when the rubber meetsthe
road. Thejudges, as| mentioned, are key to thistype of
anevent. My three-man crew looked at 39 sequencesfor
atotal of 400 + figures, and gave scores based on deduc-
tionsfrom astarting scoreof 10. Thisisnot an easy
job...ittakeslotsof concentration and proper application
of deductions. Thanksto KevinMiller, Ted Cobarrubia
and Ermanno Bonifin...friendsof minethat | am now
indebted to for coming out to help thisevent.

Next month, February 28", will bring another
event of thistypeat ChulaVistaRadio Control Club.
Electricsareinvited to this precision aerobatics, one-day
event that will bevery similar to the SEFSD event, except
itisopentoal powered aircraft.

| hopethat you all will comedownto giveit another
go next month, right after the MWE 2004.

Threeroundswereflown:

1. BruceBrown 3000
2. Ray Fulks 2661
3. SteveNeu 2623
4. Troy Peterson 2554
5. Jeff Keesaman 2542
6. Pedro Brantuas 2532
7. Frank Gagliardi 2335
8. Braden Moore 2296
9. DougRubin 2175
10.SteveBelnap 2085
11.SteveMangandli 1830
12.Mark Ferriera 1732
13.TimGantz 1562

A Membership Profile of Pandi Bala
By Michael Blott

You are now the membership chair of the SEFSD.
How long have you been amember and when wereyou
firstinterestedinRC?

I’ ve been amember for about an year, and became
interested 4 yearsor so ago, watching them fly out of
Torrey Pines‘ Gulls glider port. | had an office nearby.

You havekind of asouthern accent, wheredid you
live before coming to san Diego?

Washington DC and London, UK.
What isyour favoritekind of flying?

It changesas| matureinflying. My favouritesare
goingtobe‘War birds and ‘ soaring gliders'.



