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PEAK
CHARGE
Dedicated to the promotion of

electric propulsion in all types of aeromodeling

SEFSD Newsletter

calendar
Pylon Racing

2nd Saturday, 10:30 AM

Team Chaos
Beginners Flight Instruction
3rd Saturday, 8 - 11 AM

F5B Contest

3rd Sunday, 9:00 AM
contact Steve Neu at
(619) 284-0816

Next Meeting

Aerospace Museum
Balboa Park
4th Tuesday, 7 PM

ElectroGlide

Saturday following
meeting, 9:00 AM
Membership / Subscription

$35 per year, $15 for subscription only.
$10 for under 18 or additional family
member. Contact Deb Holland, 9626
Capricorn Way, San Diego, CA 92126

May 2003
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Board of Directors
2003 Officers:
President
619-865-5929

David Pitcairn
dtpitcairn@aol.com

Vice President
858-487-6940

mblott@san.rr.com

Michael Blott

Peak Charge

Mission Statement
The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is to promote and
further the technology of electric powered R/C aeromodeling; encourage competition in Electric Soaring, Pylon Racing, FAI-F5B/D, Scale, Old Timer, and
Pattern Electric categories by hosting major Industry-sponsored events and
sanctioning Fun-Fly types of contests; provide forums for the exchange of
technical information, instruction and experience; and participate in demonstrations of electric propulsion in area-wide model aviation events.

Michael Neale
Treasurer
858-674-1378 michaelwneale@earthlink.net

The Presidents Message
by David Pitcairn

Committees
Secretary
619-258-1538

Tom DeShon
t.deshon@ericsson.com

Membership
858-653-4607

Deborah Holland
puddyluv@pacbell.net

Editor
760-967-7259

Bill Fee
dwfee@cox.net

Safety
619-284-0816

Steve Neu
SNEU@aol.com

Flight Instuctor
619-666-7996

Tim Gantz
timg@sddn.com

Video Librarian
858-453-4249

Uranna Greene
ugreene@san.rr.com

Raffle
760-753-1055

Bill Everitt
Billeveritt@cs.com

Field Manager
619-925-5357

Doug Rubin
dougrubin@san.rr.com

Monthly Meeting

Fourth Tuesday of each mont at 7:00 PM in
the San Diego Aerospace Museum

Welcome back to another month of flying! I hope everyone is getting the time to enjoy the nice weather, flying
planes, and visiting with flying buddies.
I just learned an interesting statistic, the SEFSD is now
over 300 members strong! When the club was formed,
the idea was to have a minimum number of rules and rely
on the courtesy and common sense of the membership to keep the club safe
and enjoyable. Unfortunately, with so many members, there tends to be a
few people who pull down the rest. PLEASE, dont be that member. The
first step is to read the club rules and abide by them. Second, be polite but
firm with the people breaking the rules and if you are caught breaking the
rules, apologize and dont do it again. If a problem persists, article 8 of the
SEFSD Bylaws describes the Grievance Procedure.
There has been some talk about a new member package. Currently the new
members get a membership card and a short message from the President. If
you would like to contribute, please send your write up to Deb Holland for
consideration. Some ideas include club activities, flying etiquette, and a
training manual.
The topic of interest at the May Meeting will be a soldering demonstration.
The June topic is open to suggestion. See you at the meeting!

Flying Site
1/2 mile East of Sea World on Sea World Drive.

The current board consists of the President (who is also Chairman), Vice President, and
Treasurer. Three more members need to be elected, but the current officers are automatically nominated according to the by-laws.
Fee Glacier above Saas Fee in Switzerland, with Marlado Park, Oceanside in the
foreground, providing a fitting background for SEFSD Speed 400 fliers:

Web Site: http://sefsd.org/

Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego

Back row: Doug Rubin, David Pitcairn, Steve Neu, David Fee, Chuck Grim;
Front row: Jeff Keesamin, Wayne Walker, Troy Peterson, Mark Ferriere
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The San Diego Electroglide of April 2003
by Don Wemple
Contestant

Ship

Toss 1

Toss 2

Toss 3

Total

Tim Ardion
Bob Stinson
Pedro Brantuas
Tom DeShon

Flip
Elexaco
SunBird
SunBird

24
47
30
25

35
29
17
0

65
32
45
45

124
108
92
70

Another south wind with little in the way of lift made
the flights short for this month. But with the
windiest months of the year behind us, we can all look
forward to a good summer of Electrogliding.
I still feel that there are many in the Club who would
like to join us in this Club contest, but for one
reason or another they hold back. We have relaxed the

rules, now allowing any type of Speed 400, and any
number and size of batteries. As you can see from the
monthly results, all kinds of electric airplanes are
used and winning. In short, you dont need to have a
special ship to join us  darned near anything will
do! Come and join the fun! The May Electroglide will
be on Saturday, May 31 with the first toss at 9:30.

Raffle prizes for the May meeting
Mirage AFT
MIG-3 kit
NiMH Battery
Astro Watt Meter

Flight Sim CD
280 geared motor
Pr. Mini servos
Bill Everitt

It is easier to get forgiveness than permission.
For every action, there is an equal and opposite
government program.

All outstanding reciepts for services provided to
the club should be given
to the Treasure Mike Neil before 6/30/03.
We will be accepting nominations for members
to serve on the board of
directors at the May meeting to be voted on at
the June meeting.
Mike
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Minutes from the April Meeting

FAI WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT
A Report by Bob Anderson

Phil Peck will be attempting to break three current FAI
World Records for electric R/C aircraft shortly. Phil is
well known to the San Diego R/C community, being an
active modeller since his youth. Phil noticed that none
of the records reside in the USA and it has been about
ten years since they were set. The first records Phil will
attempt to set are:
DURATION:
Sub-class F5-S (Aeroplane, electric motor (rechargeable sources of current)).Current record: 10 hours, 38
minutes and 30 seconds. Sub-class F5-COMB
(Aeroplane, electric motor (all sources of current)).
Current record: 15 hours, 36 minutes and 55 seconds.
DISTANCE:
Sub-class F5-S (Aeroplane, electric motor (rechargeable sources of current)). Current record for distance
in a closed circuit: 315.50 km.
Sub-class F5-COMB (Aeroplane, electric motor (all
sources of current)). Current record for distance in a
closed circuit: 490.00 km.
Phils scratch-built airplane is approximately a one
hundred inch wingspan glider, using an airfoil developed just for this task. The current plans call for ten
3400mAh, Lithium Polymer batteries as the power
source. This combo will yield 17,000mAh on board.
The plane may be modified to accommodate two more
cells, depending on field trials. The motor is a small,
brushless, out runner type. The expected flight current
draw will be under 1A/hr. The expected flight time will
be approximately 20 hours. This, of course will easily
capture the two duration Records. The expected speed
of the plane should be sufficient to capture the closed
circuit records, also.

Currently, the project has two main sponsors. Kokam
Batteries, Inc. has supplied the necessary Li-Poly
batteries and Hitec is providing most of the radio gear.
Additional sponsors are signing up.
Phil states: We will fly starting about midnight, June
14. Hopefully, we wont land until about 8:30 PM on
June 15th. It appears that we will be flying just east of
Borrego Springs. Bob Anderson has been coordinating
many details. Yes, it is a sanctioned AMA event. I see
the event as a big party. We plan to have plenty of hade
from the desert sun. We will have lots of food and
drink available for one and all. Plans include at least
one motor home for necessaries.
Well try to keep the work load to a minimum. It rather
depends on the turn-out. We need corner spotters,
timers, and lap counters. We also welcome all folks
that would like to fly as thermal hunters. We will
need to know info such as what channels that those
folks would like to use, to avoid conflict. Plans also
include T.V. and press coverage. On a final note, I find
it very interesting that the USA has never held any of
these World Records. We have the technology and the
will to do it. I think its about time we brought a these
World Records to where they belong!
As you can see Phil Peck will need a lot of assistance
from the San Diego R/C community with the setting of
these FAI records. The loan of a frequency scanner has
been secured for these record attempts. Pilots are also
needed to fly and help Phil maximize his flight time by
finding thermals and avoiding sink. Help is also needed
for timing, flagging, and radio communications. AMA
CDs are also needed to document the record breaking
flight.
Everyone is welcome, please call Phil Peck at 619 4919495 or Bob Anderson at 619 286-4619.

Unsung Heros - an Editorial Comment

Many members (you know who you are) are ready to serve the club in whatever capcity - something is
always coming up. Bob Davis and Chuch Grimm deserve special recognition for the effort they contrbute
every month to help get this publication on the street. Thank you.
Bill Fee

Peak Charge

By Tom DeShon

Introduction 
The April meeting was
called to order on 4/22/03 at 7:00
pm. David Pitcairn, our new President, led the meeting. There was the
usual contingent of visitors/new
members. In attendance tonight was
Steve Ritzi, an R/C pilot with prior flying experience.

Old Biz 
The clubs video library has been stable for quite
some time now. As always, donations are accepted
and videos of more current topics/events would be
greatly appreciated. Please see Urana Green with
questions and suggestions.
The activities to improve the flying field have now
been put on hold. The field itself has been lengthened
and the parking and pit areas have been scraped. The
asphalt street grindings have been spread and rolled in
the parking and access areas. This upgrading has not
gone unnoticed by the city and has temporarily put our
flying site in the public eye. It is in our best interests if
we cease any more light construction at this point.
The asphalt grindings actually offer a positive service
as an extra cap on the buried contaminants that lie
beneath our field. Any future work will proceed
likewise, with the approval of the city.
Once again, the topic of gate policy was discussed. Vandals removed the newest lock .. again.
Another replacement lock should be welded to the
gate chain by mid May. The club policy on gate usage
is predicated on our agreement with the city. According to the language in the current agreement, the gate
should remain closed at all times. The gate should be
locked if the field is empty. All members will receive a
personal key. Spectators and visitors should be encouraged to park in the parking lot at the South Shores
boat ramp.

New Biz 
Club Competition / Events 
The S400 Electroglide will take place Saturday, 4/
26/03 at 9:30 AM unless weather precludes. In that
case, the event would move to the following weekend.
This event always occurs on the Saturday following the
monthly meeting. All entrants, please note that the
general rules have changed recently. Battery packs are
no longer limited to 7 cells and the S400 motors can
now be any version (voltage designation). All Junior
pilots, 17 years old and under, are able to fly any
configuration of airplane regardless of motor size or
cell count. Future competitions are planned for 9:30
AM on 5/31/03. For information on this event, please
contact Don Wemple.
The pylon racing club events are increasing in
attendance. Structured classes for the races are usually
divided between S400 and unlimited. For those interested in flying a foamy structure, classes are more
vague, but should allow everyone interested to compete.

Membership New membership cards are now complete. Please
see Deb Holland with any membership questions/
concerns. Currently, our club has over 300 paying
members.

Club Programs No specific discussion on Club Programs tonight.

Construction / Development See above on Field Improvement topic.

4

9
Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego

Other Events 
There will be an F5J competitive event in Costa
Mesa on 5/11/03. This event is very similar to our
monthly S400 Electroglide competition. There will be
two classes, stock S400 and Unlimited. Sign-up begins
at 7:15 with the first competition at 9:00. Entry fee is
$10.00 per event and more information is available by
calling the Contest Director, Jim Hanson at 949-6463603.
One of our club members is attempting an FAI
flight duration world record. The current record by a
single pilot and plane is 10 hours. Phil Peck is attempting to fly his endurance-designed plane to stay
aloft for 20 hours on a single charge of the LI cells.
The timing will occur over a closed course distance at
approximately 500  altitude. Phil is still looking for
sites but has narrowed it down to Borrego Springs or
other desert locations (All American Canal, Ocotillo
Wells). He expects to challenge the current record on
6/14/03 and 6/15/03. Phil is looking for volunteer
assistance with spotters, timers, Contest Directors, and
other pilots experienced with soaring who are willing
to fly their planes in search of lift. Anyone interested
can contact Phil at 619-491-9495.

Special Presentations / Internal Events
No specific presentations tonight.

Safety, Safety, Safety .
There was discussion tonight regarding traffic
control at our field. Under normal circumstances
(prevailing wind from the west) or no wind at all, the
defined pattern is taking off from right to left, turning
right and flying a clockwise (as pictured from above)
pattern. The only time that takeoffs are reversed (left
to right with a counter-clockwise pattern) is when the
wind is moving directly down the field from east to
west. It is requested that members announce their
intention to take off or land verbally as a normal course
of flying. With the recent lengthening of the field, it
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has become more difficult to hear commands from one
end of the field if youre at the other. Please speak up.

May 10, 2003
Wills Fargo

The Training ProgramFlight Training has been going very well recently. In addition to the ongoing beginner instruction
on weekends, there is now aerobatic training for those
interested. The trainer, Tim Ataway, is available at the
field on Wednesdays at 10:00 AM. Reservations or a
formal sign-up is not required. General flying assistance is available at the club on most weekends from
8:00  10:00. As always, the club is looking for new
volunteers. If youre interested in becoming a club
trainer, please talk with Tim Gantz. There is a new
voice mail established for communicating between
trainer and trainee. The phone number is 619-8013591. The Flight Training Manual is still in work and
should be complete and on the website by the end of
May.

Steve Neu Flying

How ToTonights How-To was about prop balancing.
David Pitcairn and Steve Belknap demonstrated
different methods for balancing fixed as well as folding
props. The process should begin with preparation of
the propeller. The first stages involve reaming the
prop and removing any flashing left on the leading or
trailing edges. After this is complete, the propeller is
placed in the balancing device. These vary, but most
work adequately. Once placed in the balancing device,
the heaviest side falls down and the balancing process
begins. The goal here is to get the propeller to lie in a
perfect horizontal plane. There are two ways of
correcting the balance of a propeller add weight to
the light blade, or remove weight from the heavy blade.
Weight can be removed by sanding/scraping the underside of the back of the heavy blade. Weight can be
added to the light blade by dipping in paint. The prop
should be re-balanced after each coat. Folding props
are balanced in much the same way as a fixed prop, but
the blades must be held firmly in the extended position.
This can be accomplished by placing (wedging) a very
small piece of balsa in the joint between the prop and

Peak Charge

Team IHH
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yoke. Care must be taken to ensure that the balsa
wedges are not so heavy as to distort the balance of
the prop.

Prep 4 Flight

Nazi 50

Peak Charge

Wayne Walker brought his 1991 Falcon 880
Thermal Duration Contest Plane. Although this plane
has been around for some time, it is still very competitive. The Falcon flies using separate flap and aileron
control surfaces. It was designed for distance/duration
competitions and will fly using 2, 12-cell battery packs,
an Aveox 1406 4Y motor, 3.7 x 1 gearbox and 15 x 13
prop. Wayne expects the plane to weigh about 8 lbs
and is planning on flying a distance event near Baker
California on 5/3 and 5/4. As this is a straight line
event (instead of a closed course), Wayne will fly the
plane from a moving car as he attempts to see just how
long he can conserve power while covering distance.
We look forward to hearing the results at the May
meeting.

Show & Tell-

Nazis Prep

Prepare to Launch

Road 2 Baker

Plane on Course 1

Plane on Course 2

Mike Blott started the
Show and Tell with a new
ARF from GWS called the
A-10. It looks like the military version and uses two
electric ducted fans. Included in the kit are the motors
and all hardware. GWS is marketing the kit currently
and it can be purchased for about $80.

George Harris brought his Tipsy Nipper whose
full size counterpart was originally built and flown in
Belgium. George is using a geared 480 motor and has
yet to fly the 30 oz airplane.

Bill Allen brought his new homemade F4 Park
Flyer. It is made of foam, uses a S400 pusher for
power and flies for about 6 minutes on 7 cells.

SN Prep
The meeting adjourned shortly after 9:00 PM.
Bills travel through the mail at twice the
speed of checks.
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California RC Marathon
By Jeff Keesaman
The SEFSD fielded two teams for this years California RC
Marathon. The annual event, hosted by the Corona R/C
Club, is a cross country contest where the contestants take
off and then fly their aircraft from a vehicle moving down
the road. The objective is to try to cover as much distance
as possible. This year’s event was held May 2-4, 2003. The
course for our class, Open Electric, is out 25 mi and back
as many times as possible. In the past, this has been
primarily a “wet” event where the aircraft use glow, diesel,
or gas engines. Last year saw the first electric entrant in
the form of a big brushless flying wing that flew 11 miles
before the motor mount failed.
Wayne Walker first mentioned this event months ago and
contacted the CD about the rules and event details. About
the same time Steve Neu was testing some LG Chem
Lithium Ion batteries and making 1 hr flights with them in
his Eco 8 helicopter. As the contest drew nearer Steve
began discussing the possibility of putting some of the new
cells in an F5F glider with a low power motor meant to run
continuously for a few hours. Wayne’s tactic was to go with
the tried and true NiMh Sanyo 2600 cells in a large glider,
in a climb and glide approach while seeking out thermals
along the way.
Since flying your airplane and driving a car would make
this more of a survival sport than a model airplane contest
the organizer required that each entrant put a team of four
together, the pilot, a copilot, a car driver, and a spotter for
the driver. The team also has to supply a convertible or a
modified truck as their chase vehicle. The teams shaped up
as follows: Team 1 - Wayne Walker, Bill Knoll , Mike Holland, Stillianos Jackson. Team 2 - Steve Neu, Jeff
Keesaman, David Pitcairn
Two days before the event team 2 decided to field a
second airplane, not a world-beater, but a something that
would put on a respectable distance but be ridicules in size,
a Stinger speed 400 pylon racer with some of Steve’s
cells. The lunacy of this entry is because the traditional
plane at this event are big “slimers” and this tiny, twitchy
entry weighs 12 oz, has a wingspan of 28 in, and 75 sq in
of surface area.
The festivities started the day before the contest as both
teams traveled up highway 15 to the garden-spot of Baker,
Ca., home of the conspicuous “World Largest Thermometer” between Barstow and Las Vegas. As the teams
arrived the weather was marginal with gusty winds and
high clouds. The rain that we drove thru to get there had
left the area and things seemed to be improving. Team A
made a brave test flight where the turbulence made the 10
foot glider look more like a huge red monokote seagull
flapping it wings as the wing flexed at least a foot, it must
have been a fun landing. Plane safely on the ground, the

course was driven by both teams.
The high adventure continued as we looked for a motel to
stay at. We first looked at “Arnie’s Hawaiian Gardens”
where the A Team was checked into. We looped around
the motel, afraid to get out of the car. It was decided that
there was no garden and I assumed that the name must be
derived from the tropical insects that were infesting the
place. Across the street was the “Bun Boy” motel, AKA,
“Bug Boy” according to Troy Petersen, whom stayed there
while competing in the fuel class a few years earlier. We
ultimately took our chances at “Will’s Fargo” after the
similarly named stagecoach company. Our gamble paid off
as the room was reasonably clean and insect free. Eager to
sample the town’s nightlife we found the happening bar in
town at the Denny’s restaurant, we were the only patrons.
The other bar is at the Unocal gas station, oh well we were
here to fly anyway.
On Sunday morning both teams finished registration and
the two teams, Waynes “Glider Nazis from Hell” and Our
“Ionic Hagg Hunters”, proceeded to the launch area (we
recruited Joe Knotts, the Cds son, for our spotter.) The
weather had improved overnight as the wind was lighter
and less gusty. It was partly cloudy and in the comfortable
low 70’s.
We decided to fly my Stinger first to prepare for our
serious entry. The launch was uneventful and I was able to
cruise at 3/4 throttle which averaged 45mph. The course
climbs 2500 feet for the first 23 miles, at the crest of the hill
are some large towers and power lines that required the
Stinger climb high enough to get pretty small. Two more
miles down the back side of hill and we turned around, 25
miles covered. Flying such a small plane from a moving
vehicle caused some eyestrain and after a while I would get
double vision. This was manageable until the two planes
started going in different directions, at which point Steve
took the controls for a while.
While the Stinger was on it’s first leg the Glider Nazis
launched. After launch, the team drove the half mile or so
to get onto the main road. Unknown to us, as we were
miles down the road, this is where misfortune struck as the
V-1.... I mean big glider, became airborne earth drilling
equipment, asphalt drilling to be specific. Undeterred the
team packed up the debris and headed up the course. As
we were returning from the turnaround point we saw
Wayne’s team approaching from the opposite direction at a
very high speed, but couldn’t see his plane. As they passed
we saw Wayne with transmitter in hand. Wow, they were
doing well, but where was their plane, too far away for us to
see?
We got the Stinger back to the start and turned around for
for the next leg, 50 miles covered so far. Steve took over for
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a bit as more eye relief was necessary. About half way up
the leg we saw the Nazis go by again in the same manner,
but where’s the big red glider? Something’s fishy as they
are making great time and the glider’s cruise speed was
about 20mph. We make it to the turnaround again and start
back, 75 miles done. Mid-way down the fourth leg the
batteries started to sag and so did the altitude, after almost
hitting a speed limit sign and stretching out the flight as far
as possible we landed at 91 miles and 2 hrs 8 min.
After we returned to the launch area for the launch of our
serious plane we learned the Glider Nazi’s story. Bill Knoll
leaned over and said seven-zero miles. Wow I thought, then
came the clarification, “point-seven-zero” he said. Almost
three quarters of a mile, we had a big laugh as we learned
they drove down to the 25 mile turnaround and got photographic evedence that the plane made it there, and played
a joke on us along the way.
The launch of Steve’s plane went well. Immediately we
were struck by the differences between this plane and the
Stinger. It has a wing span of 6.5 feet and it was much
easier to see and much more stable. It was relaxing to fly.
The earlier flight chewed up more time than expected so
Steve upped the power a bit to get some extra speed. This
plane easily cruises at 2.5 amps with a battery capacity of
8Ah, 3+ hours should be easy, which explains our surprise
when the motor stopped after 15 minutes. Subsequent
attempts to start the motor failed so we landed at the 10
mile marker. A later autopsy indicated some fried FETs on
the controller. This was unexpected because there was a
few hours of test flights without problems.
To add icing to the cake I won the grand prize in the raffle,
an onboard video system.
The electric results are:
1 – Ionic Hagg Hunters – 91 mi
Stinger400, Astro010, Schultze be-25, 2s2p - LG 2Ah LiIon cells, 12oz., Cam 4.7 x 4.7
2 – Team Santa Barbara – 32.5 mi
Wakefield FF Conversion, 2s2p Li-Ion cells
3 – Ionic Hagg Hunters – 10 mi
Avionik F5F, Aveox 1105/4Y@3.7:1, Castle Creations
Phoenix 45, 4s4p - LG 2Ah Li-Ion cells
4 – FlyingFoam.com – 8.2 mi
Mother Ship combat wing, Hacker Motor
5 – Glider Nazis from Hell – 0.7 mi
Reichard XL3200, Aveox 1406/4Y@3.7:1, Aveox 18 FET,
12s2p - Sanyo 2600 cells, 15 x 14 prop, 8lbs.
Thanks to the Corona R/C Club for the hard work and
hosting the event.
For more information please see the contest web site at:
http://www.camarathon.com/

After Launch

Gas Team

IHH Car

Nazi 25

