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Balboa Park
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Mission Statement

The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is
to promote and further the technology of electric powered R/C
aeromodeling; encourage competition in Electric Soaring, Pylon
Racing, FAI-F5B/D, Scale, Old Timer, and Pattern Electric
categories by hosting major Industry-sponsored events and
sanctioning “Fun-Fly” types of contests; provide forums for the
exchange of technical information, instruction and experience;
and participate in demonstrations of electric propulsion in area-
wide model aviation events.

AMA Charter Club 3078

Zip Code  92109

Flying Field GPS Coordinates

Latitude  32.7625480  Longitude  1721415

Board of Directors
2004 Officers

President
619-865-5929

Vice President
858-487-6940

Treasurer
858-674-1378

At Large
858-274-7322

Safety
619-284-0816

At Large
760-583-1926

At Large
619-427-6392

David Pitcairn
 dtpitcairn@aol.com

Michael Blott
mblott@san.rr.com

Michael Neale
         michaelwneale@earthlink.net

Chuck Grim
chuckgrim@mac.com

Steve Neu
          SNEU@aol.com

David Fee
davidfee@cox.net

Tim Attaway
trattaway@cox.net

web site: http://sefsd.org/

❋❋❋❋❋

Field

Secretary
760-583-1926

Membership
760-967-7259

Editor
760-967-7259

Video Librarian
858-453-4249

Raffle
760-753-1055

Flight Insructor
858-272-6882

David Fee
davidfee@cox.net

Sylvia Fee
sylviafee@cox.net

Bill Fee
dwfee@cox.net

Uranna Greene
ugreene@san.rr.com

Bill Everitt
Billeveritt@cs.com

Pedro Brantuas
pedro@san.rr.com

Committees

The President’s Message
by David Pitcairn

This is my final message as President.  The next
newsletter will introduce the President you select at the
November club meeting.  Thank you to all who helped
keep the club going the past two years.  Some were
asked and accepted, others just saw a need and filled it.

In whatever capacity you contributed to the club, I really appreciate your help
and dedication and hope that you will give the next President the same level
of support and encouragement.  Oh, and please come to the meeting and
make your vote count!  Keep in mind, that according to our By-Laws, you
can submit your vote to me in writing prior to the club meeting.  I recommend
that you make sure I get your vote by Monday because I may not be able to
get my mail or check my email on Tuesday before the meeting.

 MWE 2005 planning is going well but important positions of Parking
Coordinator, Registration Supervisor, and Raffle Coordinator need to be
filled.  Please volunteer.  The Parking Coordinator will sign up and instruct
volunteers to man the gate.  The Registration Supervisor will sign up, and
instruct volunteers to man the Registration booth. The Raffle Coordinator will
collect the raffle prizes during the event, give away the prizes at the end of the
event and mail unclaimed prizes to the winners.  In addition, “can do”
volunteers are needed during the event to help with important, on the spot
tasks, ensuring that this is the best MWE ever!  Thanks in advance for your
generous support!

Thank you to Pandi Bala for stepping up and
taking over the Membership position for the past
year.  As some of you know, Pandi has had a very
busy year with unforeseen events, such as starting a
new company so I am very grateful that he stuck it
out to for a whole year!

I know it is not even Thanksgiving yet, but we
need to be thinking about the Christmas Party.
Doug Rubin has set up a party (see enclosure) at the
Great Moon restaurant for a very reasonable price!
I look forward to seeing everyone there!

Happy Holidays and New Year!

Aerospace Museum
Monthly Meeting site
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HELP  WANTED

TRANSMITTER  IMPOUND

TIM ATTAWAY, CD
Frank Gagliardi, Impound Director

Friday, Saturday, Sunday - February 18, 19 and 20
Two hour shifts from 7:30 am to 4 pm. - (First shift 7:30-10:00)

Transmitters will be stored in a sheltered area on tables.
AMA cards or their equivalent will be used to handle frequency control.

REWARD

ONE RAFFLE TICKET PER HALF HOUR WORKED
Meet interesting people while supporting your club.

Please contact: Lou Rossé (Rossay) email clrosse@aol.com
Phone 619-442-2112 Fax 619-442-6866
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Minutes from the October Meeting
by David Fee

Introduction-
David Pitcairn called the

October meeting to order on
10/26/04 at 7:13PM.  There
were, apparently, no guests or
visitors in attendance.  Actu-
ally, attendance was a little
low this month, considering
the great guest speaker we had
lined up.

Old Business-
Uranna Green mentioned that some pilots using

the field are not observing the club’s safety rules.
Unfortunately, there seem to be an increasing num-
ber of such complaints from the membership.  Doug
Rubin encouraged all members to take personal
responsibility for safety at the field.  Talk to the
offending party and advise them of the safety rules,
and remind them how important safe behavior is.
Our use of the field depends on it!

Dave Pitcairn reminded the membership of the
club bylaws that provide a procedure for reporting
serious or repeated offenses to the BOD.  Revoca-
tion of field use privileges can, and has, been used
as a remedial action.

New Business-
The president gave a short review of the history

of the MWE and encouraged all members to not
only attend, but also participate by flying and getting
involved.

Lou Rossé asked for volunteers to take “volun-
teer signup packets” down to the field.  All you need
to do is make the signup sheets available to people
at the times you’re normally at the field.

The MWE committee still needs a parking
coordinator and a radio impound coordinator.  A
large portion of the Boat Ramp parking lot will be
reserved for MWE guests this year.

Uranna Green reported that she is looking into
having the club’s VHS library converted to DVD

format.  There has been support for this from the
membership.

Club Officer Nominations:
Steve Manganelli and Tim Attaway were

nominated for president, although neither was
present to accept or decline the nomination.  Doug
Rubin accepted a nomination for vice president,
pending Steve M’s acceptance.  Mike Neale ac-
cepted a nomination for Treasurer.  David Fee
accepted a nomination for Secretary.  Steve Neu
accepted a nomination for Safety officer.  Tim
Attaway, Ray Faulks, Chuck Grim, David Fee, Steve
Younger and Bob Davis were nominated for Board
of Directors “at large” positions.

Christmas Party:
Doug Rubin has been asking around about

possible locations for the Christmas party, as well as
asking the membership about what they would like
to see.  Members suggested that a potluck or buffet
would be desirable.  A decision was made at the
meeting to secure a spot at a buffet-style restaurant
on a Sunday evening near the beginning of Decem-
ber.  Further details will be reported as they are
received.

Club Competitions and Events-
There was no report on the Electroglide event.

Electroglide is always held at 9:30AM on the Satur-
day following the meeting.  Please contact Don
Wemple for full details.

There was no report on Speed 400 pylon racing.
Your secretary was unable to attend the races this
month, but the word on the street is that the races
were well attended and that things are picking up.

Membership-
If you have any questions regarding member-

ship, the membership chairman, Pandi Bala, can be
reached at pandi@san.rr.com.  Membership dues are
$35 per year and include a subscription to Peak
Charge, as well as full use of the club flying field
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Book Title
Electric Motor Handbook
Entering Electrics
Foam Wings
The Quiet Revolution
RC Airplane Finishing & Detailing
RCAirplane Building Techniques
RC Airplane Workshop Secrets
Also Available: Some back issues of
S&E Modeler Magazine

Video Title
1994 KRC Electric Fly
1996 KRC Electric Fly
1997 KRC Electric Fly
1996 London Bridge Seaplane
Classic
1996 NATS Highlights
2000 San Diego Midwinter Electrics
Advanced Kit Conversions
Airborne R/C Video (Fred Harris)
Airplane ( Joe Wurts )
Airforce Top Gun
A Celebration of Eagles

SEFSD Book, Video and DVD List
As of August 1, 2004

Basic Construction for Beginners
Building with Foam
Byron Originals show season 1985
Desert Storm/ Tornado
Double Eagle
Electric Jet Factory
Electric Flight ( Building & Flying )
Electric Flight & Schneider Cup
Electrifying the FANTASY (Vol. III)
F-16 Falcon
Float Flying – John Sullivan
Gas to Electric Conversions
Learn How to Build a Power Airplane
Let’s Get Serious About Electric
Flight
Mini-Max Power Gliders
Monokote I
Monokote A
Neat 2001+
Power for Performance Electric
Flight
Schneider Sport Electric
T-Birds
U.S. Air Core Basic Building Tips

Vacuum Bagging tips
Warbirds over Schenectady
Wring it Out ( Vol. 1 )
Wring it Out ( Vol. 2 )
Mid-Winter Electrics 2002
Mid-America Electric Fly In, July
2001
Six Minutes of Pure Fun
NEAT Fair 2002
Triad E Fly
Joe Nall 2002
Diablotin, Ferat-MORE

Hacker Brushless Motors

Pro Aero Tow
Secrets of Thermals
Endless Lift III
Just Want to Fly
Airshow 2 (2001 MWE)
Composite Molding and Vacuum
Bagging Construction Techniques.

Ramblings
by Bill Fee

Doug Rubin invited me to the November Torrey Pines Gulls meeting to “check out” their speaker of the
evening.  They had their annual elections, and passed out a printed ballot.  There was a humorous discussion
about scratch out, circle, or whatever, the candidate of your choice, but no write-in votes for Donna Fry(e) or
anyone else were allowed.  They had a paper vote for “member of the year,” with an award to be presented
at their “holiday” party:  a good idea!

Since they do not distribute a hard copy of their newsletter, and a large percentage of their membership does
not have e-mail, they are mailing out paper 2005 membership forms.

Show and Tell was all electric; amazing, but when vendors participate, what can you expect?   Even the
raffle was mostly electric.  They did have some good prizes, and excellent participation (although the
attendence level was no better than we normally get).

And now for the main event.  The speaker was a supplier for RC glider products.
The program was a slide/videoshow on precision molding of world competition
class RC gliders in the Czech Republic; interesting.
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seven days a week.

Club Raffle-
There was no club raffle this month.  Steve Neu

offered to donate one of his “Neu Motors” for the
raffle next month.

Show & Tell-
Steve Neu brought his “Shogun 400” helicopter

to demonstrate the power of his new motor
(MH3500, available from Diversity Model Aircraft).
He is using a 3s Li-ion pack of Diversity’s “Flion”
hard-case cells.  Max current with this setup is about
15A.

Motor specs are as follows:
Kv (rpm/V): 3500
R (mW): 39
P

max
 (W): 300

Weight (g): 69
Winding: 3-turn wye 
Output shaft: 2.3mm or 1/8”
MSRP ($): 99.00

Bill Woodfine, of HobbyTown USA (San
Marcos), brought a couple foam models, including
an Ultimate Bipe.  He demonstrated the appear-
ance and use of Fan Fold Foam (FFF) and Depron
building materials.  He talked about the use of
water-based acrylics for decorating the foam, as
well as the use of an architect’s flexible scale for
drawing curves and cutting curved stencils and
painting masks.  Bill showed us a neat plastic
cutting board that he got at Smart & Final.  Also,
he demonstrated how easily a serrated tomato-
cutting knife slices through EPP foam.  He recom-
mended using 3M Scotch 190 flexible vinyl tape
for hinging foam planes.  Last, but not least, Bill
passed around some new Li-poly cells from GWS.
They are inexpensive ($21 for a 2s 1050mAh
pack) and in stock now at HobbyTown.

Doug Rubin had a 3-minute video of some
really spectacular glow helicopter aerobatics, with
a devastating crash at the end.

Entertainment-
This month we had the great opportunity to

have Mike Lee, writer for RCM, give a program on
“The Art of Model Aircraft Photography.”  If you
were not there, you really missed a good show.

The meeting was
adjourned at approxi-
mately 9:00PM.
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San Diego Electroglide for October

30 October 2004 

Pilot        Freq.       Model         Toss 1      Toss 2     Toss 3        Total

Pedro Brantuas 59 Lil Bird 2 64 66 52 182
Don Wemple 43 Lil Bird 2M 41 47 70          175
Frank Smith 30 Gnome 46 75 31 152
Fred Daugherty 15 Ascent 27 21 59 107
Dave Kemper 37 Pulsar 2000M 33 39 31 103
Roger Pedersen 55 Pulsar 2000M 43 26 20 89
Bob Anson 31 Ascent 0 35 36 71 
Sean Belknap 38 Tercel 31 0 0 31

After the record rains, this Saturday dawned totally beautiful!  For our entire contest there 
was almost no wind so landings were made from all directions.  Thermals were small, but were 
there for those who could find them.  The most remarkable flight for this Electroglide was a 
12 minute, 36 second flight on the second launch by Frank Smith.  The Gnome that he flew is not a 
particularly high performance motorglider, but Frank sure found the magic thermal and worked it 
perfectly.  Although he missed scoring landing points on that particularly long flight, he did score 
on the other two.  Great flying, Frank!! 

Open Electroglide for October

Dave Kemper 37 Topaz - E 55 62 94 221
Pedro Brantuas 59 Lil Bird II 49 41 32 112
Don Wemple 43 Astro Challenger 24 23 23 73
Roger Pedersen 55 Mistral 35 0 20 55

Once again the “kevlar overcast” aka Topaz - E, floated like a bird with flights of 9, 10 and 12 
minutes.  Dave could have kept it up longer but got bored due to the lack of competition!!  What a 
performer the Topaz is!  Does anyone in the Club have anything to challenge it?

BTW We polled all the Electrogliders and decided to make the “Open” truly open.  That is -- Fly 
anything -- brushed, brushless, outrunner, geared, direct, etc.  Fly what you got! The next 
Electroglide will be on November 27th -- the Saturday after the general meeting.  Be there with 
your sp400 or your open ship (your wide open ship).  The 400’s go for the first toss at 9:30, the 
open’s, 15 minutes after the 400’s finish.
Don Wemple

A Bum Joke:  A bum

asked a man on the street for
$2.00.“Will you buy booze?” the
man asks, to which the bum
replies, “No.” “Will you gamble
it away?” Once again the bum
replies, “No.” “Will you make
bets at the golf course?” The
bum replies, “No.”“Will you

spend it on model airplane
things?” Once again the bum
replies, “No, I don’t fly model
airplanes.”Then the man asks,
“Will you come home with me
so my wife can see what
happens to a man who doesn’t
drink, gamble, play golf, or fly
model airplanes?”

Rules of Life

There are two rules of life:
1. Nevertell people every

thing you know.
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The Academy recently was apprised of fre-
quency interference problems encountered during a
major event held at Darby Dan Airport just outside
Columbus, Ohio. The event, comprised primarily of
turbine powered aircraft, suffered a number of
incidents during the set-up day and the first official
event day. The Academy was notified that the best
the organizers could determine, through the use of
scanners and/or a spectrum analyzer, activity in the
72 MHz band appeared to be causing the problems.
Speculation at the site, at the time of the event,
included a concern as to whether Broadband over
Power Lines (BPL) activity might be a cause.

Inquiries made by the Frequency Committee
through the Academy’s attorney and the FCC indi-
cated no activity in that area which would appear to
create interference on the three frequencies noted.
Additionally, none of the information accumulated
by the Frequency Committee to that time had indi-
cated any BPL activity being conducted in that area.
The event was subsequently cancelled by the orga-
nizer.

As part of the Academy’s continuing efforts to
determine the possible effects of BPL activity, Dan
Williams (AMA Frequency Committee), Steve Kaluf
(AMA Technical Director) and Carl Maroney (AMA
Special Services) traveled to the airport to investi-
gate by using monitoring equipment and to possibly
fly model aircraft in a controlled setting. The follow-
ing represents a brief synopsis of their findings.

An initial spectrum analyzer sweep of the 72
MHz band revealed a very quiet background with no
commercial transmitters or other devices which are
normally interspersed between our frequencies. As is
typical where a channel 4 television station is oper-
ating, its audio was noted at 71.750 MHz. This is
below our frequencies. While an image problem
could be experienced by receivers operating around
channel 20 if they did not meet the AMA guidelines
for narrowband operation, there would appear to be
no concern for the lowest channel number affected
during the event, channel 25. Additionally, it is
extremely unlikely, with the type model aircraft
being flown, that any non-guideline receivers were
on site at the time of the event.

Flight testing was then conducted on the three

frequencies reported having suffered interference
during the event. An FMA FS 8 receiver and Flight
Recorder were employed in the test aircraft. This
allowed the opportunity to gather time-related
information on any “glitches” or frame errors and
the severity of those errors would also be recorded.

Flight 1 – Channel 25
There were 17 frame errors recorded within 27

seconds of take off, but none after that until just
before landing, when 2 more were noted. There is a
possibility that the conditions and positioning in
reference to the hangar may have caused some
reflections resulting in the frame errors. The error
count is well below that which would be considered
a problem. The model’s flight showed no indication
of being affected.

Flight 2 – Channel 35
There were 3 errors recorded immediately after

takeoff and 2 additional within 20 seconds, for a
total of 5 for the entire flight. The landing occurred
in a slightly different area relative to the hangar.

Flight 3 – Channel 50
There were 4 errors recorded within 15 seconds

of takeoff and no additional for the rest of the flight.
The landing area was the same as flight 2.

In conclusion, there was nothing found by the
testing on that day which would directly account for
the problems encountered on those frequencies
during the event. The overall lack of activity on the
interstitial commercial frequencies is important to
note.

The speculation that BPL may have been the
cause of the interference problems requires some
additional comment. The Frequency Committee has
been actively engaged in monitoring the possible
development of BPL. While the original information
published by the Federal Communications Commis-
sion (FCC) indicated possible activity between 1.8
and 80 MHz, all of the activity discovered has been
below 30MHz. No evidence has been produced
indicating that BPL can or will affect our activity as
long as the operations are within Part 15 of the FCC
rules. Members of the Frequency Committee have
been attempting to monitor BPL activity, whenever
possible, at the very limited number of sites which
have been identified. Two members of the commit-

Frequency Issues
8
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tee have been actively engaged in dialogue involving
the development of guidelines for BPL operation
which will assure that any emissions are within Part 15
of the FCC regulations.

In reference to the interference issue at Darby
Dan Airport, one additional point must be mentioned.
While clubs and groups generally determine what type
of model frequency use exists within a few miles of
their established site, they sometimes may not be
aware of activity nearby a site being used for a special
event on an infrequent basis. This is an extremely
important point to consider! In the case of Darby Dan,
since the event it has been suggested that there may
have been model radio control activity within a rela-
tively short distance of the airport. A report, while
unconfirmed, that one or more individuals own and

operate several models within a mile of the airport
may account for the problems. Unfortunately, it
must also be stated that on more than one occasion
the Academy has received confirmed reports that
purposeful interference has been created in an
effort to force a field closure or prevent an event
from occurring.

The Academy, through each district and at
Headquarters, maintains a sizable inventory of
scanners and Channel Analyzers. These may be
used by clubs or groups desiring to monitor their
site or any site which they intend to use. In addi-
tion, there are counters available which perform a
similar function to that employed in the tests at
Darby Dan. Contact your District Frequency
Coordinator listed in the District Vice President’s
column each month, or Steve Kaluf at AMA
Headquarters, extension 231.

AMA wishes to thank Fred Marks and FMA
for making the equipment available for the testing.

AMA Frequency Committee

FUTURE FLIGHTS

New concepts in general and amphibious
aviation and improvements in space and weapons
systems highlighted this spring’s Berlin Air Show
ILA 2004. Making its debut was a new German light
transport aircraft, the High Performance Aircraft
TT62 Alekto. Constructed principally from compos-
ites, the 5-seat
Alekto has two
310-hp Thielert
turbodiesel engines
installed in the rear
fuselage, with

driveshafts connecting to
propellers mounted in separate
external pods. The first flight
is slated for later in 2004.

Using water or land for its runway, the Dornier

Seawings Seastar light transport/executive amphib-
ian offers an air link for coastal and island commu-

nities.

On a much larger scale, Russian company
Beriev displayed a concept in model form of a 6-
engine superheavy
cargo amphibian
called the Be-
2500.European
aerospace giant
EADS showed a
model concept of a reusable launch vehicle.
German defense company Bodenseewerk
Gerätetechnik displayed models of new precision
weapons called HOSBO and HOPE.
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Some planes are so beautiful they could hang in

art museums even if they couldn’t fly. Others—the
Wart Hog tank-killer comes to mind—are as homely
as their names. And then there is the Pentagon’s next
wonder-plane, the V-44. It’s ugly, coyote ugly, with
wings. Four wings, to be exact. Each is tipped with a
tilting nacelle that converts the V-44 from a helicop-
ter that can land or take off wherever a truck can
make a U-turn, to a 300-mph fixed-wing transport,
troop carrier or gunship. Still on the drawing board,
the plane we’ve informally
designated the V-44 derives
from the V-22 Osprey, a two-
wing tiltrotor that is now under-
going final evaluations by the
Marine Corps. The need for a
quad-rotor version stems from
what defense analysts predict
will be fundamental changes in
the nature of war in the 21st century. Desert Storm
was your father’s war. Tomorrow, low-intensity
conflicts will be the rule as the anointed battle the
infidels, plant police take on drug barons, and
taxmen shoot it out with money launderers.Uncle
Sam has decided to step into the fray as the police-
man of this new world disorder. His billy club will
be a new military deployment strategy that puts
ready-to-fight brigades on the ground in 96 hours.
American armed forces will get into the action on a
new type of plane, the V-44 Future Transport Rotor-
craft (FTR).

A quad tiltrotor could be put into produc-

tion as early as 2010. Twice A V-22The FTR will
provide a capability that does not exist anywhere in
the world today—and perhaps will replace the
helicopter for military operations. The concept for
the aerial assault platform comes from Bell Helicop-
ter Textron. Having teamed with Boeing on the twin-
engine V-22 Osprey tiltrotor program, Bell has
developed the concept for a larger fuselage. Envi-
sioned to be about the size of a stretched C-130
Hercules, the FTR would feature two V-22-type

wings, each having an engine
and a combination rotor-
propeller mounted at the
outboard tips. The exact
configuration has yet to be
determined. Some versions
show a tailless aircraft, others
have an airframe more along
the lines of a C-130.There is

no disagreement about the interior. The V-44 is
designed to be a heavy hauler. “Imagine this aircraft
with a cabin large enough to internally carry an 8 x 8
x 40-ft. container, several helicopters, all types of
high mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicles, light
armored vehicles, eight standard loading pallets, or
70 [medivac] litters,” reads an industry analysis
describing the concept. “Imagine an aircraft that
could transport 80 to 100 troops or 10 to 20 tons of
equipment and supplies at speeds greater than 300
mph over distances from 1000 to 2000 miles and
then safely land vertically, without the need for

runways or airports.”

The flag is the symbol of our national unity, our
national endeavor, our national aspiration. The flag
tells of the struggle for independence, of union
preserved, of liberty and union one and inseparable,
of the sacrifices of brave men and women to whom
the ideals and honor of this nation have been dearer
than life. It means America first; it means an
undivided allegiance. It means America united,
strong and efficient, equal to her tasks. It means that
you cannot be saved by the valor and devotion of
your ancestors, that to each generation comes its
patriotic duty; and that upon your willingness to

sacrifice and endure as those before you have
sacrificed and endured rests the national hope. It
speaks of equal rights, of the inspiration of free
institutions exemplified and vindicated, of liberty
under law intelligently conceived and impartially
administrated. There is not a thread in it but scorns
self-indulgence, weakness, and rapacity. It is
eloquent of our community interests, outweighing all
divergences of opinion, and of our common
destiny.from usflag.org via The
TalespinnerWestminster Aero ModelersEd Goldman,
editor, Westminster MD

National Symbol
by Charles Evans Hughes


