
  Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego                                                                                           Peak Charge  Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego                                                                                           Peak Charge

112



  Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego                                                                                           Peak Charge  Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego                                                                                           Peak Charge

2

Mission Statement
The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is to
promote and further the technology of electric powered R/C
aeromodeling; encourage competition in Electric Soaring, Pylon
Racing, FAI-F5B/D, Scale, Old Timer, and Pattern Electric
categories by hosting major Industry-sponsored events and
sanctioning “Fun-Fly” types of contests; provide forums for the
exchange of technical information, instruction and experience;
and participate in demonstrations of electric propulsion in area-
wide model aviation events.

Zip Code  92109

Flying Field GPS Coordinates

Latitude  32.7625480  Longitude  1721415

2005 Officers
President
619-298-7592

Vice President
619-925-5357

Secretary
760-583-1926

Treasurer
858-674-1378

Editor
760-967-7259

Safety Officer
619-284-0816

Chairman of the Board
619-865-5929

Steven Manganelli
sefsdpres@yahoo.com

Doug Rubin
dougrubin@san.rr.com

David Fee
davidfee@cox.net

Michael Neale
         michaelwneale@earthlink.net

Bill Fee
dwfee@cox.net

Steve Neu
          sneu@aol.com

David Pitcairn
dtpitcairn@aol.com

web site: http://sefsd.org/

Field

Aerospace Museum
Monthly Meeting site

AMA Charter Club 3078

Board of Directors

Chairman of the Board
619-865-5929

President
619-298-7592

Vice President
619-925-5357

Treasurer
858-674-1378

At Large
858-274-7322

At Large
619-479-1321

At Large
619-427-6392

David Pitcairn
dtpitcairn@aol.com

Steven Manganelli
sefsdpres@yahoo.com

Doug Rubin
dougrubin@san.rr.com

Michael Neale
         michaelwneale@earthlink.net

Chuck Grim
chuckgrim@mac.com

Ray Fulks
rwfulks@cox.net

Tim Attaway
trattaway@cox.net

Membership
760-967-7259

Video/DVD/Librarian
858-456-1261

Raffle
619-562-3774

Flight Insructor
858-272-6882

Sylvia Fee
sylviafee@cox.net

Chet Tussey
ctussey@aol.com

Robert Abel
Abelsantee@aol.com

Pedro Brantuas
pedro@san.rr.com

Committees

THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM
Last year, the UCSD DBF team placed 5th at the competition in
Pax River, Maryland. Nine members of the team attended and
had a great time. There were thirty-six planes from universities
across the US and from various places overseas, including
Israel, Turkey, and Italy. It was an excellent learning
experience, getting to see a variety of designs, from a flying
wing to a tri-plane, and how well each performed. As usual,
there were a number of spectacular crashes as theoretical design
and reality do not coincide. UCSD’s plane flew wonderfully,
thanks in part to Steve Neu’s excellent flying.

This coming year, we plan to do even better, and have started
working on some initial design concepts already. Now that the
school year has started, we will really get the ball rolling. This
year’s competition involves three mission choices: Cargo
Flexibility, Incremental Payload, and Minimum RAC. The
competition in Wichita, KS, will be a great deal of fun.
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San Diego Electroglide -- September

1 October 2005 

We were faced with a day of absolutely no lift!  It was “Climb as high as you can, and then 
stretch things as much as possible!”.  The first toss, however, did yield some fun for the 
spectators when my Sergio collided with Fred’s Ascent about 25 feet over the field.  Our 
ships both fluttered to the ground with moderate damage to Fred’s wing but nothing 
apparent with the Sergio.  Fred, luckily, had an “extra” wing with him, and we both put our 
ships and our attitudes together and waited for the second toss to join the fray.
It’s been almost two years since we’ve had a midair, so I guess that we were about due.  
We all did manage to spread out a bit more over the field on the second and third tosses!!!

We can still use more entries!  Steve Gabbert joined us this time (the third Lil Bird on 
the field!)  and assured us that he’d be back!  Welcome, Steve!

Come join us next month!   Pedro will even tell you all his secrets.  For those of you who 
choose to just watch, the first toss of the October Electroglide is on Saturday, October 
29th at 9:30.
For more information, give me a call at (619) 469-5566 or an e-mail me at 
donk126@sbcglobal.net.

Don Wemple

PS  Only two of us had Open Electrogliders! Maybe next month we’ll have a contest!

The September San Diego Electroglide

   Pilot     Freq.   Model       Toss 1     Toss 2    Toss 3     Total
Pedro Brantuas 48 Lil Bird II 58 34 37 128
Zeke Mazur 29 Lil Bird 23 59 33 115
Don Wemple          43     Sky Sergio 0 39 50 89
Roger Pedersen 55 Pulsar 23 25 31 79
Fred Daughery 15 Ascent 0 26 21 47 
Steve Gabbert 58 Lil Bird ll 0 0 32 32
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The President’s Corner
By Steve Manganelli

Lets start
with Christ-
mas. Already
you say?
You’d be

surprised how far in advance you
have to plan to secure a nice
venue. Mark you calendars for the
SEFSD Christmas Party, Sunday,
December 11, at 6:00 P.M. at the
Home Fire Grill., 3750 Sports
Area Blvd. You’ll find this venue
mentioned in my write up for FAI
Team Selection Contest as we
tried out their fare for the Satur-
day Evening get together and
found it excellent. We’ll have a
room to ourselves, space to
mingle, etc. Those who have been
to the Home Fire Grill and recall
standing in line, selecting and
paying for what you want and
having it brought to your table by
the number they give you, well,
this won’t be happening for our
Christmas Party. Our menu will
include (2) of their popular
entrees served banquet style, no
numbers, no waiting. Cost will be
in the neighborhood of $20 per
person. How/when that’s collected
is to be determined.

On to the Boy Scouts! A couple of
months or so, I was contacted
(through our Website) by Mr.
Robert Wight representing Troop
500 of Point Loma. They want to
know if we could make a presen-
tation to the troop of 10 to 13 year
old Boys on Electric Model
Aircraft. After a little negotiation

with some suitable folks, on dates,
etc. Pedro Brantuas, Steve Neu
and myself trekked out to Point
Loma to brief the Troop on Sept.
28th . I started with a general and
probably boring treatise on the
Club, where and when we fly, etc.
We had nice props though : Pedro
brought his new large YAK 54 and
the Large Impact. The Yak was
configured to blow some air
around and even with only half
the batteries rustled the drapes in
the hall pretty well. The kids were
becoming intrigued; How far can
you control it? How do you learn?
How much does it cost? We had
good answers for (2) of the ques-
tions, anyway, offering the kids to
come see us anytime. Steve Neu
alertly picked up a Speed 400
Pylon Racer and valued it at a
couple hundred bucks, whew,
saved! Shall we try flying the
Helicopters indoors? YES! Steve
Neu and the Shogun performed
beautifully and the Scouts were
mesmerized. The hall was easily
Shogun sized and the large plane
grabbing chandeliers went unful-
filled; definitely would have been
a Kodak moment but a nice little
Community involvement opportu-
nity nonetheless. If any one knows
of a similar opportunity, please
bring it forward.

At the request of the Park Rang-
ers, we have clarified the Field
rules with regard to low flying. It
is now specified at 150 minimum
altitude over what can be con-

strued as populated areas meaning
the street (for sure) , the sidewalk
to the North-West of the runway
and the gazebo.

MWE Spring Fling planning has
just begun. By coincidence, we
found out it is the same weekend
as the South Eastern Electric
Flight Festival in Georgia. Though
we don’t think it will deter any
locals from participating in MWE,
it may force some vendors to
choose between the two events.
Oh well, the show will go on!
Don’t forget November 5 for the
final flying event of the year, San
Diego Electric IMAC Pattern
Contest and clinic at the field.
Even if you don’t think yourself
contest worthy you’ll get a chance
to hone your skills. Tim Attaway
will lead us. As discussed/pro-
posed at the last meeting, SEFSD
will be participating next year in
the AT-6 Scale Racing event
series. The series uses the House
of Balsa laser cut kit and either a
speed 400 or brushless motor;
should be a blast. I’m in, you?

Last, I want to announce my
“candidacy” for another year as
President. Not that I think I’m
doing a particularly great job, just
that our very talented Editor Mr.
Bill Fee thinks so and wants to
stay on under my administration. I
consider his contribution so
valuable to our overall enterprise
that I will serve again just to keep
him on board, what do we all
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from the Tri-Lakes RC Flying Club, Kimberling
City MO
How Fast is My Airplane?
Don Johnson, editor

A good radar gun or some type of speed trap is the
most accurate way to determine your airplane’s
speed. To get a fairly good idea of how fast your
airplane flies—without any high-tech equipment—is
quite easy.

All you need to know is the rpm and pitch (in inches)
of the propeller. The propeller pitch is the distance
the propeller will advance in one revolution. (Techni-
cal Editor’s note: The pitch is actually slightly less
than that, but close enough to use for this purpose.)

To find the speed, follow this simple equation:
rpm x pitch x .000947 = speed.

The .000947 converts the pitch inches and the revo-
lutions per minute into miles per hour. For example,
if your motor has a propeller with a 6-inch pitch that
turns at 12,000 rpm, the airplane will probably have
a top speed of roughly 68 mph. (12,000 x 6 x
.000947 = 68 mph.)

If your model is aerodynamically
clean, this figure will be close;
however, if you have a draggy
airplane—such as rigged bi-
plane—you could loose 10% to
20% of your speed.
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think? Doesn’t mean that I still
can’t be voted out. We will be
taking nominations for new
Officers at October’s meeting. If
you nominate someone, of course
ensure they are willing to serve
and communicate your nomina-
tion to any board member before
October’s meeting.

Editor’s Comment:

In politically correct jargon, we
are having a holiday party, an
occaision for all to enjoy, regard-
less of their faith (or lack of),
political affiliation, race colour or
creed (some “beliefs” hardly
qualify as a religion).

In truth, the event is a Christion
celebration of a bith that probably
toook place in the spring rather
than the winter.  When I was a

boy, my Jewish neighbors put up a
Hannukah bush for the kids.

We won’t have a tree, or even a
bush, but we will have warm
hearts.  Glad tidings and good will
will prevail.  Come and join the
celebration!

There will be a number of pleas-
ant surprises that the President
doesn’t even know about.

a calendar of upcoming events
in and near San Diego County

November 5 Electric IMAC at SEFSD (Precision Aerobatics)

November12/13 - Las Vegas All-Electric Super Fly IV IV- info www.superflyIV.com

November 12 - Veteran’s Day Warbird Fly-In, Cactus Park, Lakeside
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My Mom used to cut chicken,
chop eggs and spread mayon-
naise on the same cutting board
with the same knife and no
bleach, but we didn’t seem to
get food poisoning.  My Mom
used to defrost hamburger on
the counter AND I used to eat it
raw sometimes, too. Our
schoolsandwiches were wrapped
in wax paper in a brown paper
bag, not in icepack coolers, but I
can’t remembergetting e. coli.
Almost all of us would have
rather gone swimming in the
lake instead of a pristine pool
(talk about boring), no beach
closures then. The term cell
phone would have conjured up a
phone in a jail cell, and a pager
was the school PA system. We
all took gym, not PE... and
risked permanent injurywith a
pair of high top Ked’s (only
worn in gym)instead of having
cross-training athletic shoes
withair cushion soles and built
in light reflectors. Ican’t recall
any injuries but they must have
happenedbecause they tell us
how much safer we are now.
Flunking gym was not an op-
tion... even for stupidkids! I

guess PE must be much harder
than gym. Speaking of school, we
all said prayers and sang the
national anthem, and staying in
detention after schoolcaught all
sorts of negative attention. We
must have< BR>had horribly
damaged psyches. What an ar-
chaic health system we had then.
Remember school nurses? Ours
wore a hat and everything. I
thought that I was supposed to
accomplish somethingbefore I
was allowed to be proud of
myself. I just can’t recall how
bored we were without comput-
ers, Play Station, Nintendo, X-box
or 270digital TV cable stations.
Oh yeah... and where was the
Benadryl and sterilization kit
when I got that bee sting? I could
have been killed! We played ‘king
of the hill’ on piles of gravel left
on vacant construction sites, and
when we got hurt,Mom pulled out
the 48-cent bottle of
Mercurochrome (kids liked it
better because it didn’t sting like
iodine did) and then we got our
butt spanked. Now it’s a trip ! to
the e mergency room, followed by
a 10-daydose of a $49 bottle of
antibiotics, and then Mom calls
the attorney to sue the contractor

for leaving ahorribly vicious pile
of gravel where it was such a
threat. We didn’t act up at the
neighbor’s house either because if
we did, we got our butt spanked
there andthen we got butt spanked
again when we got home. I recall
Donny Reynolds from next door
coming over anddoing his tricks
on the front stoop, just before he
fell off. Little did his Mom know
that she could haveowned our
house. Instead, she picked him up
and swatted him for being such a
goof. It was aneighborhood run
amuck. To top it off, not a single
person I knew had everbeen told
that they were from a dysfunc-
tional family.How could we
possibly have known that? We
needed toget into group therapy
and anger management classes?
We were obviously so duped by so
many societal ills,that we didn’t e
ven notice that the entire country
wasn’t taking Prozac! How did we
ever survive?
LOVE TO ALL OF US WHO
SHARED THIS ERA, AND TO
ALL WHODIDN’T- SORRY FOR
WHAT YOU MISSED. I
WOULDN’T TRADEIT FOR
ANYTHING

Our childhood
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We did it! The 2006 Federation
Aeronautique Internationale Class
F-5B (Aeromodeling, Electric
Motor-Glider, Multitask or some-
thing like it) Team Selection and
Intergalactic Contest is complete.
My overall objective was to be
unbiased, fair and ensure that
truly the best (3) competitors
would constitute the US Team to
compete in the 2006 World
Championsips in Rumania; that’s
why I consented to obtain AMA
CD status and agree to run this
contest. Being an administrator of
the 2000 F-5B World Champion-
ships in San Diego gave a me
good feeling for how seriously the
competitors were about winning
or at least getting a fair chance to
do so. A potential winning flight
of these 16 cell, 200 amp “hot-
liners” consisted of a 5 second
climb to 500 feet leveling off at
over 150 mph and then crossing
the Base A distance plane heading
for the Base B distance plane 150
meters away. A couple of backs
and forths later, you climbed
again and did some more legs
between the BASE A and BASE B
planes. By rule, you are allowed
10 climbs during the 200 seconds
alloted for the distance task. A
really good flight is (8) groups of
(4) and (2) groups of (6) for a
total of (44) laps. We had a couple
of those during the contest and
one (45) by Thomas Pils with
great air and nerves of steel.
Immediately following the dis-
tance task, you climb to a 10
minute precision-duration/spot
landing much like Electroglide,
except all motor time used counts

2006 FAI-F5-B Team Selection and Intergalactic Contest
By Steve Manganelli

against you. Most Open competi-
tors used 3 to 5 seconds of motor
run and a few thermals to make
10 minutes. Okay, Electroglide on
steroids! I made a quick calcula-
tion of power loading : 561 watts
input/pound.
We began Friday evening with
measuring and weighing Avionics,
Surprises, Verminators and
Raketenwurms in Steve Neu’s
garage; these are the top all
composite F-5B Models. We
should have done this instead at
Jenny Craig, as most of the
models were over the FAI 75 gms/
dm^2 wing loading limit and
needed various forms of wing area
enhancement devices to become
legal! A good size sheet of epoxy
laminated carbon provided by
Steve Neu was pretty much
consumed by evening’s end. I also
ended up with some new friends
by Evenings end in Trevor
Dearman and Russel Green from
Virginia and George Parks and
John Jennings from Texas. Re-
maining contests were your Safety
Officer Steve Neu, other SEFSD
members Jeff Keesaman and
Dave Pitcairn and honorary local,
Lenny Keer from Colorado. On
several weekends, Lenny would
drive out 16 hours from Colorado
to practice on the course with us
for maybe 5 hours! That’s dedica-
tion. George and John certainly
had a few stories of their own
driving their motor home to San
Diego from Michigan where John
competed in the F-5D (pylon)
Team Selection the previous
weekend. Oh yeah, and we had
one former F5B World Champion

in attendance by the name of
Thomas Pils! With everybody
suitably measured, weighed,
stickered and catalogued a pre-
cious little sleep was had by all
including the CD!
Reveille came pretty early for
myself and my able Co-Adminis-
trator Chuck Grim. Why in the
hell did we promise an 8:00 A.M.
start? We had enough practice
setting up the timing equipment
supplemented by a generator,
extension chords, chargers, tents,
ice chests, water, snacks and what
have you. The contestants kind of
took me seriously especially
Russel Green, winner of Flight #1
in Fridays’s lucky drawing and we
actually put him in the air at about
8:10 . A quick cadence of groups
of (2) were launched consecu-
tively on the distance course with
a need to watch the separation to
ensure we wouldn’t have one
trying to land after duration when
the other was on distance. The
cadence involved calibrating our
motor counting timing equipment
to each contestants transmitter as
soon as the first pilot landed.
When the 2nd pilot landed, we
quickly transferred the timing
mechanism to the next competitor
and then launched another group
of two. By the second day we
realized that the first watch did
not require attention as long as
someone caught up with it before
the number one pilot finished his
10 minute duration. This little
labor saving device was a big plus
on Sunday when staffing became
a little tougher.
I’d be remiss on not recognizing
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Dear Dad, $chool i$ really great. I am making lot$
of friend$ and $tudying very hard. With all my $tuff,
I $imply can’t think of anything I need, $o if you
would like, you can ju$t $end me a card, a$ I would
love to hear from you.
Love, Your $on.

Dear Son, I kNOw that astroNOmy, ecoNOmics, and
oceaNOgraphy are eNOugh to keep even an hoNOr
student busy. Do NOt forget that the pursuit of
kNOwledge is a NOble task, and you can never
study
eNOugh. Love, Dad

January 2000: Kathleen Robertson of Austin Texas
was awarded $780,000.00 by a jury of her peers after
breaking her ankle tripping over a toddler who was
running amuck inside a furniture store. The owners
of the store were understandably surprised at the
verdict, considering the misbehaving tyke was Ms.
Robertson’s son.
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my level headed chief timer Jim
Bonnardel who was with me all
day, both Saturday and Sunday.
David Fee had it perhaps worse
having BASE B for a day and a
half until relieved by Diversity
Models’ Steve Belknap. District X
Contest Coordinator Tim Attaway
gave up his Saturday to time for
me and Dick Hatch did most of
the safety line duties both Satur-
day and Sunday with some help
from Dick Kantner and Sean
Belknap. Chuck Grim took care of
chalking the field, scoring, gen-
erator, port-a-potties and host of
other details. Also want to recog-
nize Mary Kay Grim, provider of
Sandwiches and organizer of a
fine banquet we had Saturday
night which was attended by all
the contestants and most of the
workers. During the Banquet I
decided that 4 rounds each day
was too ambitious and 4 Saturday

and 3 Sunday would be enough.
Sunday started like Saturday and
8:10 with George Parks in the hot
seat. By Round 6 the top places
were nearly sealed, the only
drama left is what would happen
to Thomas Pils who got a 0 and
his throwout round early in the
contest due to a malfunctioning
elevator servo. This forced him to
fly his backup model the “lowly”
Avionic for the remainder of
Saturday. He got the Verminator
repaired for Sunday, but would it
work? No test flights allowed and
another 0 would have put him out
of the competition. Ever the pro
both in the workshop and the
flight line, Thomas aced out
everyone in Round 7 as well as
winning Rounds 1, 3 and 6 to beat
out Jeff Keesaman by 13 ½ points
and take the lead spot on the
Team. Steve Neu maker of the
Neumotors used by all the com-

petitors in this event rounds out
the Team. Congratulations Gents!
Finally, Intergalactics had Trevor
Dearmon beating out Don Scegiel
who topped Dave Sieger by a few
points in 10 cell/F-5F and Mark
Ferreira was the lone wolf in 7-
cell. In the last few weeks before
the contest, Mark pushed himself
up to and past 30 legs, pretty good
for 7 cell! Our Chief Instructor
Pedro Brantuas was a very quick
study in open class even besting
(2) of the Team Selection Com-
petitors even though he wasn’t
qualified to compete for the
Team.
Plaques were given out to Tho-
mas, Jeff, Steve, Trevor, Don and
Mark the apparatus was packed
and we were off either to start
dreaming of Rumania, or at least
wash the dirt off and pat ourselves
on the back for successful execu-
tion of a challenging and satisfy-
ing weekend.

A young man comes home and says “Dad,
I just got my driver’s license and would
like to use the family car.” Father replies,
:”O.K., son. But, fi rst, you have to get
good grades in school, keep your room
clean, make the yard is neat, and cut your
hair. Come back in a few months and then
we’ll see.” Well, several months pass and
the young man comes into the house with
his report card in his hand.“Dad, I got
great marks on my report card. I’ve been
keeping my room as neat as a pin, and the
yard is always ship-shape. How about
letting me use the car?” Father replies,
“That’s all true, but son you didn’t cut
your hair.” Son   says, “But, dad, Jesus had
long hair.” Father replies, “Yes, son, ou’re
perfectly right. And  he walked everywhere
he went.”
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September Meeting Minutes
by David Fee

Prelude
Ray Fulks presented photos
from the InCite_05 art
project.  Several R/C pilots
from the USA and Mexico

joined forces to fly models in an event that cel-
ebrated freedom.

Steve Manganelli brought the September meeting to
order at 7:09 PM.

Club Business
No guests or visitors cared to introduce themselves,
save Chris Wolfe, who was our guest speaker.

Chet Tussey made mention of the videos in our club
library and reminded those in attendance that he will
be writing monthly video reviews for the newsletter.

Steve Manganelli announced that the USA F5B
Team Selections were a great success.  Steve
thanked those who had helped run the event and
congratulated the new team: Thomas Pils, Jeff
Keesaman and Steve Neu.  David Pitcairn also flew
very well, securing the position of team alternate.

Robert Abel showed the goods that were available in
the raffle.  Included in the long list of items were
several motors, a “helping hand,” some kits, a CG
machine and more.

Club Events
The Holiday Party will be held at the HomeFire Grill
near the Sports Arena this year.

A flyer was passed out publicizing the upcoming
fun-fly, to be held by the Las Vegas Soaring Club on
November 12th and 13th.

The Plaster Blaster rocket event is coming up on
Sept. 29th - Oct. 2nd.

The MWE/Spring Fling will be held on Cinco de
Mayo weekend, 2006.

Show and Tell
Mike Blott brought his completed (and flown)
formation-flying F-18’s.  The model uses a DF 300
brushless motor and a 1300 mAh 3s LiPo battery.
Constructed of 6mm Depron and connected with
6mm carbon tubes, the all-up weight is about 10oz.

Bruce and Chuck Brown brought two of their latest
beauties.  First up was a bigger version of their
modified Giles pattern ship.  Now at 75" span and
with 1070 sqin of wing area, this 11-pound ship will
fly much more lightly than its predecessor.  This
model took about 3 months to build, with concealed
servos in the tail, a geared Hacker C50 motor with
22x12 prop and 10s3p polyquest cells.

Also on display was their “minime” pattern plane,
which is simply a 58% scale version of the larger
bird.  Powered by a NeuMotors 1105/4.4:1, it pro-
vides sprightly fun and a nice change of pace for
tossing around the sky between pattern rounds.

Finally, one of our club members brought his night-
flying model.  It uses different colored lights around
the wings, tail, etc.  He reports it’s actually easier to
maintain orientation with these lights at night than
with normal visual flying in the day.

Entertainment
We had the great pleasure of hearing a presentation
by Chris Wolfe, an aeronautical engineer with
General Atomics-Aeronautical Systems, as well as
kit developer for his Father’s company, Jet Hanger
Hobbies.  Chris showed some fantastically-detailed
prototypes of their F-14 Tomcat and F-4D Skyray, as
well as an in-process plug for an upcoming F-100
kit.

The meeting was adjourned slightly before 9PM


