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Mission Statement
The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is to promote and 
further the technology of electric powered R/C aeromodeling; encourage 
competition in Electric Soaring, Pylon Racing, FAI‑F5B/D, Scale, Old 
Timer, and Pattern Electric categories by hosting major Industry‑sponsored 
events and sanctioning “Fun‑Fly” types of contests; provide forums for the 
exchange of technical information, instruction and experience; and partici‑
pate in demonstrations of electric propulsion in area‑wide model aviation 
events.

Zip Code  92109

Flying Field GPS Coordinates
Latitude  32.7626416 N  Longitude  117.2143138 W

2009 Officers           
President 
858-213-5734

Vice President
619-284-6119

Secretary
619-697-0516

Treasurer
858-674-1318

Editor
760-521-0694

Safety Officer
858-274-7322
 
Chairman of the Board
760-583-1926

web site: http://sefsd.org/

Field

Aerospace Museum
Monthly Meeting site

AMA Charter Club 3078

Board of Directors 
Chairman of the Board 
760-583-1926

President 
858-213-5734

At Large
619-284-0816

Treasurer
858-674-1318

At Large
619-518-0597

At Large
619-479-1321

Membership
760-583-1437

Video/DVD/Librarian

Raffle
619-284-6119

Flight Insructor
858-272-6882

Web Master
619-429-9042               

Sylvia Fee
sylviafee@cox.net

Wayne Walker
wayne@walker.org

Pedro Brantuas 
pedro@san.rr.com

Stilianos Jackson
stelioj@cox.net

Committees

David Fee
davidfee@cox.net

James Marsden
marsden@san.rr.com

Steve Neu
sneu@aol.com

Michael Neale
         michaelwneale@

earthlink.net

Jeffrey Keesaman
jkeesaman@mac.com

Ray Fulks
rwfulks@cox.net

James Marsden
jmarsden@san.rr.com

Wayne Walker
wayne@walker.org

Paul Guidice
theguidices@cox.net

Michael Neale
     michaelwneale@

earthlink.net

Bill Fee
dwfee@cox.net

Chuck Grim
chuckgrim@mac.com

David Fee
davidfee@cox.net

An Editorial
by Bill Fee

Spring is here.  Things are bustin’ out all over. Flowers are blooming, 
modelers are building.  It’s about time for electric RC heaven, known 
in these parts (and in numerous other places) as the SEFSD MWE/
Spring Fling.

C’mon out. You’ll meet people you haven’t seen in years, or at least 
since last year’s really big show. Electroglide, EMAC F5B and F5D 
are regularly scheduled events, plus there’s fun flying every day of 
the week. 

Of course, there’s always a few who ignore the safety rules and spoil 
the fun for others, but your board is requesting city reinforcement of 
the rules and ejection of those who insist on doing things their way.

The next issue of Peak Charge will feature the Spring Fling, but there 
will be a “how‑to” article with pictures by Jack Hix (see page 9) and 
if space allows, a piece by Bill Fee (your editor) on his seventy‑nine 
years in the hobby.
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The President’s Corner
By Randy Marsden

MWE is almost here, perhaps already 
past when you are reading your 
newsletter. The organization has been 
wonderful, with plenty of members 
volunteering to help Frank Gagli‑
ardi get every detail nailed down in 
advance. I think you will like the 
slightly different layout of the areas, 
just different enough to make it seem 
new. We have a good mix of spon‑
sors and vendors, so be prepared to 
see some new people, planes, helis, 
and accessories.  The raffle will 
also have a couple of new features: 
separate drawings for heli and fixed 
wing prizes that will make it easier 
for enthusiasts of both types of air‑
craft have a chance to win something 
they can use. There will also be three 
receiver‑ready planes available in 

the drawings. I am sure that the next  
Peak Charge will have plenty of pho‑
tos to commemorate the event. I hope 
you all have/had fun! 

Aren’t the longer days of late Spring 
and Summer great! More hours to 
fly! And plenty of events in which 
to participate – electroglide, EMAC, 
F5B practice sessions and regular 
flying hours all benefit from the 
great weather and seemingly endless 
hours. Speaking of EMAC, there was 
another today, May 9, just before I 
got home to write this column. We 
only had 15 pilots today but the com‑
petition was challenging as always.  
Steve Dente took a big leap and gave 
the Advanced class sequence a try 
– and did pretty darned well, consid‑
ering that it was a sequence he had 
never tried that was one level above 
his normal class. The plane and Steve 
survived. The Red Bull Air Race was 
also in town this weekend as well, 
luring away a few of our pilots. 

The meeting program was fun – a 
self guided tour of the workshops 
downstairs gave us an opportunity to 
look at aircraft under reconstruction, 
lots of memorabilia that is not on dis‑
play in the main museum, and listen 
to our own experts on various aircraft 
technologies explain the workings of 

turbine engines, landing gear, panel 
riveting, etc. Just getting to see up 
close one of engines for the YF‑12 
(aka SR‑71) was a nice bonus. WOW 
–what a gizmo! June’s program 
meeting will also be a winner: Frank 
Gagliardi is going to detail a warbird 
in one hour, or less. This will be a 
great introduction into the techniques 
and tools to pursue this niche of 
aircraft modeling. I am confident that 
Frank’s presentation will not only be 
informative but lively and intriguing.
Special thanks to Michelle, Sylvia 
and the other volunteers who have 
been standing parking lot guard duty 
and allowing us all to attend the 
meeting without concern for our cars 
in the lot.

There is a scale fly-in on May 23 at 
the First WeedWhacker Aerosquad‑
ron field in Lakeside. This event ties 
in nicely with Frank’s scale detail‑
ing presentation at our own program 
meeting. Note: if you are consider‑
ing flying an electric aircraft at this 
event, contact the WeedWhackers 
early, since they presently allow LiPo 
batteries only after the pilot is certi‑
fied in their use. 

And yes, I am still working on the 
Krill Spark –I will bring it to MWE 
(I hope…). 
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Minutes of the April 2009 SEFSD Meeting
by Paul Guidice

The meeting started promptly at 7 
P.M. We opened the meeting with 
a discussion about the upcoming 
Spring Fling. We have 5 sponsors so 
far this year, along with many ven‑
dors attending the event, which starts 
on Friday, May 15. 

Frank Gagliardi will have the last 
meeting before the event on May 9 at 
the Miramar field. Everything seems 
to be going ahead nicely. If you 
can help on any day from Thursday 
through Sunday, please call Frank. 
Hopefully, this newsletter reaches 
everyone before the event.

New Business-

There will be a “Wings across 
America” 5 minute event during this 
year’s MWE Spring Fling which will 
be added to the schedule. 

Since our VP Wayne Walker will not 
be available for most of the meetings 
this summer we need some help find‑
ing speakers or someone to do a how 
to build presentation for our monthly 
meetings. If you can help, please let 
the board know.
  
Upcoming events- 

The next IMAC is at Miramar in 
June and the next float fly is the 4th 
Wednesday in June.

This month we were invited to 

tour the basement of the Aerospace 
Museum where we hold the monthly 
meeting. There are many projects 
that the museum’s building staff 
works on before they are brought 
upstairs for exhibition.  When we 
got downstairs on the museum’s little 
elevator the first thing we saw was 
the Boeing P‑25 Project Peashooter. 
  
The following is a description of this 
plane from the Boeing website. The 
all‑metal, single‑wing P‑26, popu‑
larly known as the "Peashooter," was 
an entirely new design for Boeing, 
and its structure drew heavily on the 
Monomail. The Peashooter's wings 
were braced with wire, rather than 
with the rigid struts used on other 
airplanes, so the airplane was lighter 
and had less drag. Its initial high 
landing speeds were reduced by the 
addition of wing flaps in the produc‑
tion models.

Because the P-26 flew 27 mph faster 
and outclimbed biplane fighters, the 
Army ordered 136 production-model 
Peashooters. Acclaimed by pilots 
for its speed and maneuverability, 
the small but feisty P‑26 formed the 
core of pursuit squadrons throughout 
the United States.  Twelve export 
versions, 11 for China and one for 
Spain, were built. One of a group of 

Specifications

First flight:         March 20, 1932
Model number: 248/266
Classification: Fighter
Span:  28 feet
Length:  23 feet 7 inches
Gross weight: 2,995 pounds
Top speed: 234 mph
Cruising speed: 200 mph
Range:  635 miles
Ceiling:  27,400 feet
Power:  600-horsepower  
  P&W Wasp engine
Accommodation: 1 pilot
Armament: 2 machine guns, 
200-pound bomb load

P‑26s, turned over to the Philippine 
Army late in 1941, was among the 
first Allied fighters to down a Japa‑
nese airplane in World War II.

Funds to buy the export version of 
the Peashooter were partly raised by 
Chinese Americans. Contribution 
boxes were placed on the counters of 

P-26 "Peashooter" Fighter

There was another exhibit that they 
had in the basement. The P & W  J58. 
Two J58’s powered the SR‑71 Black‑
bird. It was developed in 1956 with 
its first flight in 1962. The J58 engine 
with 34,500 pounds of thrust is the 
most powerful and fastest turbojet 
engine produced the in United States. 
It still holds the world record for 
sustained speed and altitude for jet 
powered aircraft at 2,193 M.P.H. and 
85,069 feet. It flew non-stop across 
the United States in 1 hour and 4 
minutes. One engine burns in excess 
of 50,000 pounds of fuel in a little 
over one hour. I found the following 
picture at www.enginehistory.org:

cont.d on page 9
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Das Ugly Stik
Something different in multi trainers with full pattern ability.

By PHIL KRAFT
THE ORIGINAL CONCEPT of the 
Ugly Stik was to design a radio con‑
trolled aircraft which could be built 
in an absolute minimum of time. Its 
purpose was to be a  flying test bed 
for new proportional control devel‑
opments and an all‑around shop
airplane which could be used as a 
loaner for visiting flyers, testing, re‑
paired equipment, and any use which 
required an airplane which could 
be considered as expendable. In the 
original form, the Ugly Stik was
completely square. All surfaces were 
merely cut out of standard sizes of 
wood with no curves or frills what‑
soever. The plans were finished on 
a Sunday afternoon some two years 
ago. 

A visit to our local hobby
shop was made at approximately 
4:30 to purchase the wood and 
other necessary materials. Taking 
time out for Sunday dinner, still the 
framework was completed by 10:00 
o’clock that evening. Two more 
evenings were required for covering 
and doping, and on Thursday of that 
week, the ship was first flown.

Obviously, not much time was taken 
in sanding or painting. This was to 
be an expendable, utility airplane. As 
with most straight‑forward functional 
designs, the Ugly Stik proved to be 
an excellent flyer. It was extremely 
stable, very easy to fly,  and quite 
capable of contest performance.
I am not sure who first applied the 
name Ugly Stik to the design, but 
whoever it was certainly applied a 
descriptive name. Wherever it was 
flown, I was subjected to a great deal 
of kidding about finally having de‑
veloped an airplane even uglier than
the Kwik Fli. There were also a great 

many requests for plans, particularly 
among the newcomers to radio con‑
trol who wished for an easy-to-fly, 
rugged, expendable airplane to learn 
on, which this really is. There was in 
this early square design something 
suggestive of a World War I type air‑
craft. As a joke, with assorted scrib‑
bling on the plans, we came up with
a design vaguely reminiscent of the 
Fokker‑Eindecker. The results were 
perhaps no less ugly, but did tend 
to produce a design with a certain 
amount of charm and appeal. Cer‑
tainly it never fails to create a great 
deal of attention among the specta‑
tors at the local flying field.

Performance‑wise, it of course can 
not be classed as an all‑out competi‑
tion Class III model. However, it is 
certainly capable of winning contests 
in the hands of a good flyer. While 
the design has not been used a
great deal for contest work, it has 
several wins to its credit in Class III. 
Its main virtue is as a trainer for the 
beginner in  proportional control. I 
have always felt that is a waste of 
time for newcomers in our hobby to
spend over a hundred hours on an 
elaborate Class III design to learn on. 
Inevitably, unless the beginner is of 
remarkably unusual talent, he’s going 
to have minor or major accidents due 
to misjudgment in learning. There‑
fore the Ugly Stick fits the require‑
ments perfectly as a trainer. It is
about as simple as possible to con‑
struct. As stated before, it is rugged 
and very easy to fly.

For those merely wishing an ex‑
pendable trainer, the scalloped strip 
ailerons, elevator and rudder can 
be dispensed with, and just straight 
forward construction used. However, 

the details toward making an early 
type of German World War I airplane 
add only an hour or so to the building 
time and create quite a novel ap‑
pearance. Construction is so straight 
forward that very little in the way of 
detailed step by step instructions are 
required. The grade of wood used 
throughout is not particularly
critical as the flying weight can vary 
from 5 1/4 to 6 12 pounds without 
materially affecting performance. Ac‑
tually the Ugly Stik flies at about 6 
pounds using 89 to 60 engines. This 
gives lively flying. 

The fuselage is absolutely straight 
and flat on the bottom. The first step 
in construction should be to cut the 
3/32” plywood bottom sheet as indi‑
cated on the plans. Pin this to a flat 
work surface, along with the 3/32” 
bottom planking which is spliced to 
the plywood nosepiece. The fuse‑
lage sides are cut from 1/4” sheet 
balsa as well as the bulkheads, with 
the exception of the 1/4” plywood 
firewall. Cement the bulkheads to 
the bottom sheet and then merely 
position the fuselage sides against the 
bulkheads and the bottom sheet. The
firewall should be secured with a 
liberal application of epoxy cement 
for strength.

The stabilizer, elevator, fin and rud‑
der can be cut from soft 1/4” balsa 
sheet, although it is preferable to 
use the built up construction shown. 
The elevator can be installed during 
fuselage construction, if your work 
surface is large enough to ac‑
commodate it flat against the bottom
sheeting. The construction is so 
designed that the fuselage can be 
completed including servo mounts, 
stabilizer, and rudder all in one step.
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The wing has no dihedral, and the 
ribs are flat from the bottom spar to 
the rear. Therefore, no jig is required 
and the wing can be completed on 
any flat work surface. For maximum 
simplicity, the aileron linkage is 
external and holes are cut in the side 
of the fuselage to allow clearance for 
the servo as well as the piano wire 
pushrods to the aileron bellcranks. 

On the original, only the wing was 
covered with silk. On the balance of 
the wood surface I merely utilized a 
good  dope. The open frame con‑
struction of the wing has given no 
problem with warping, though we 
have seen some examples of other 
Ugly Stiks where apparently the 
builder propped it wrong while the 
dope as drying, resulting in some 
rather severe warps. Actually, remov‑
ing warps from an open frame wing 
structure of this type is extremely 
easy. It only requires the use of heat 
while twisting against the warp to 
insure a flat wing surface. 

Flying of the Ugly Stik is equally 
as simple as the construction. The 
design is not overly critical to center 
of gravity location. It should balance 
approximately on the main spar or 
slightly to the rear. No thrust offsets 
are used. 

To sum up, considering the minimum
amount of time and effort put into 
construction, I doubt that we have 
ever had more fun flying a radio-
controlled model aircraft. We believe 
it is an excellent choice for the begin‑
ner and an ideal trainer for multi‑ 
proportional flying.

Hope you enjoy it!

cont.d from page 5

A Pratt & Whitney J58 in the test stand at Edwards AFB preparing for the last 
run of this great engine. Note the beefy cables and steel rods to tie this giant 
down. (NASA)
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Electroglide
18 April 2009

For the first time, the Standard Class (Radians) outnumbered the San Diego Class 
(non Radians)!  Actually, it wasn’t much of a test because there were only 5 pilots who showed up  
-- three with Radians!  Well, perhaps it’s a trend.  Anyway, we’ll see. 
Next month is the MWE - Spring Fling and we have been allotted our regular third Saturday, 
May 16th, but the start time is a half hour earlier  -- first toss at 9AM.
Hopefully more of you regulars will come out and show off your skills for the crowds.  Please 
remember that each of us has an obligation to the Club and Frank Gagliardi is the director of 
this MWE and he would love to have you contact him and let him know when you can help out.  
His e-mail address is <jazzdrmr@san.rr.com.>.

This electroglide surprised all of us with rather substantial lift!  Over half the pilots had 
flights of 14 minutes plus, going right down the line of the 15 minute limit for flights.  And still 
precision landings were made even with the rush of the clock running down! 

Plan to join us for the May Electroglide,  May 16th.  First toss  --  new time!! --  9:00.
Don Wemple

San Diego Electroglide

    Pilot          Glider type          motor/battery       Toss 1   Toss 2    Toss 3    Total    
Norm Arndt    Ascent Albatross   Hacker 20-20L, 2c Lipo      84           38            97 (10)    219        
Stan Silver        Lil Bird                 Scorpio , 2c Lipo                21            20             0             42

Standard Class Electroglide     

           All pilots flying the standard Radian    Toss 1    Toss 2    Toss 3      Total

Robert Stinson                                                                88        53 (10)    105 (20)  246  
Bob Anson                                                                               99 (10)  33             76 (10)    208
Tom Erickson                                                                          39         45 (10)      59 )20)    143
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