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Mission Statement
The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is to promote and 
further the technology of electric powered R/C aeromodeling; encourage 
competition in Electric Soaring, Pylon Racing, FAI‑F5B/D, Scale, Old 
Timer, and Pattern Electric categories by hosting major Industry‑sponsored 
events and sanctioning “Fun‑Fly” types of contests; provide forums for the 
exchange of technical information, instruction and experience; and partici‑
pate in demonstrations of electric propulsion in area‑wide model aviation 
events.

Zip Code  92109

Flying Field Google Earth Coordinates

Latitude  32°45’45.21”N Longitude 117°12’50.89”W

2010 Officers           
President 
858-213-5734

Vice President
619-284-6119

Secretary
760-583-1437

Treasurer
858-674-1318

Editor
760-521-0694

Safety Officer
858-274-7322
 
Chairman of the Board
760-583-1926

web site: http://sefsd.org/

Field

Aerospace Museum
Monthly Meeting site

AMA Charter Club 3078

Board of Directors 
Chairman of the Board 
760-583-1926

President 
858-213-5734

At Large
619-284-0816

Treasurer
858-674-1318

At Large
619-518-0597

At Large
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Membership
760-583-1437

Video/DVD/Librarian

Raffle
619-284-6119

Flight Insructor
858-272-6882

Web Master
619-429-9042               

Sylvia Fee
sylviafee@cox.net

Wayne Walker
wayne@walker.org

Pedro Brantuas 
pedro@san.rr.com

Stilianos Jackson
stelioj@cox.net

Committees

David Fee
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James Marsden
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Steve Neu
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Michael Neale
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Ray Fulks
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Michael Neale
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Bill Fee
dwfee@cox.net

Chuck Grim
chuckgrim@mac.com

David Fee
davidfee@cox.net

The Front Cover
picture by President Randy Marsden

Whether it is called a Mid‑Winter Electric or a Spring Fling, our 
annual big splash party on Mission Bay always draws a crowd of par‑
ticipants and spectators. After the big show there are always questions 
and concerns.  What should we do differently next year/  Will there be 
a next year?

On the one hand we try to have something for everybody, all the way 
from foamy fun flying to aerobatic extravaganzos. When SEFSD 
launched the show years ago, we were pioneering electic RC flight. 
Now most everybody’s doin’ it, but we are still innivaring and push‑
ing the state of the art, and can you think of a ncer place to fly?

That’s why it is so important to obey the rules. Flying at Mission 
Bay is a privilege, not a right.  The permission to use the site can be 
revoked at any time. 
       Bill Fee 
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The President’s Corner
By Randy Marsden

Our 2010 Spring Fling was another great three days of 
flying, buying from our vendors old and new, and basking 
in the sun (even if filter by a bit of haze).  I met new or 
repeat visitors from Arizona, Nevada, Huntington Beach, 
San Luis Obispo, San Francisco, and Santee. The food was 
great, thanks to Red Oak Catering (who stresses that if you 
want a catered event with live elephants for entertainment, 
he would be happy to arrange it ‑ I wonder if that would 
be a good way to raise attendance at next year’s  Spring 
Fling). 

The entire club owes Frank Gagliardi much gratitude for 
organizing and running the event with his usual precision 
and for recruiting (drafting, Shanghai‑ing, conscripting,, 
etc.) a great crew to do everything from cleaning the pits 

before the event to locking the gate on Sunday evening. 
And once again we owe a big thanks to Boy Scout Troop 
24 for manning the main gate and directing people to the 
boat launch parking lot. 

New products made their debut: a new line of small and 
highly maneuverable pusher jets fabricate from Depron 
were demonstrated by  Nico.  DW Foamies showed off a 
new Cub and 3 or 4 new models and sizes. 
I’ll be posting pictures on my Flickr pages at http://www.
flickr.com/photos/31521916@N07/sets/  Check for a 2010 
Spring Fling Set, that I will put there by the time you read 
this.

Enjoy the summer – hope to see you at the field!

Frank Gagliardi
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Last Month’s General Meeting
Tuesday, April 27th 2010

by Secretary and Membership Chairperson
Sylvia Fee

Introduction-
Randy Marsden brought the meeting 
to order at 7:00 PM.    

Old Business-
More on the Spring Fling prepara‑
tions:  Frank Gagliardi announced 
that the Club has purchased three 
pairs of Motorola Talkabout two‑way 
radios to aid communication for the 
parking volunteers.  Chuck Grim is 
in charge of arranging for the port‑
a‑potties, and he will also bring the 
club trailer.  Steve Belknap will bring 
the wireless mike.  Arthur Davis 
handled the speakers last year, and 
will probably do so again.

The Saturday dinner, it was clarified, 
is for the Sponsors (not the Vendors, 
as previously reported by Y.T).

Members volunteered to take flyers 
to the hobby shops.  Randy Marsden 
will collect the Spring Fling Raffle 
prizes, and will need one person per 
day to help sell raffle tickets.

Dave Katagiri will have the speed 
gun on a pole, and the pilots are re‑
sponsible for flying by it at the right 
angle.  Wayne will fix the bad one 
and try to make it produce a remote 
readout.  Steve Neu will supply a 
link and video camera, which Wayne 
will set up.

We were reminded that all flying 
must be over the grass; the runway is 
for take-offs and landings only!  

Members will buy their own lunches; 
the club will pay for the Boy Scouts’ 
lunches.  We’ll have the cardboard 
trash bins again, and we have to get 
our own dumpster; Stelio Jackson 
will take care of that.

New / Other Business-
The Park Rangers are reminding the 
club that we have no approval to 
fly outside our area, reports Chuck 
Grim.  (Y.T.:  at the very least, we 
must each honor the Field Rules, and 
encourage others to do the same, as 
our access to the site depends on the 
permission of the City of San Diego.) 

Show & Tell-
Don’t forget, participants in Show 
and Tell receive two raffle tickets!  

Randy Marsden opened with a foamy 
that he recovered from a trash can; 

some glue and tape, some pennies to 
adjust the c.g., and it will live to fly 
again—provided you give the glue 
time enough to cure!

Break-

Program-
Wayne Walker gave the next in a se‑
ries of Tips for Building.  Weight and 
balance were tonight’s themes.  Con‑
sideration should be given to prop 
length; landing gear length may need 
to be altered (Z‑benders, about $9.00 
on sale, are well worth the cost; so 
is the Easy Bender, which takes four 
sizes of wire).

On a Stevens Aeromodel “Adrena‑
line Rush,” he demonstrated using a 
razor plane instead of sandpaper, to 
avoid the dust.  Find them at Harbor 
Freight.

Raffle-
Don Madison is in charge of Tom 
Brown’s Model Estate Sale; proceeds 
are for his widow.   The main raffle 
prizes were a YAK from Cermack, 
and a Sky Raider from Foamies 
R Us.  Prizes were won by Mike 
Chambers, Frank Gagliardi, and Don 
Madison.

Meeting adjourned ~8:30 PM.
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For the Spring Fling. we were allotted but 30 minutes total competition time each 
day.  We decided to still have the three tosses, but to shorten the motor run to 35 
seconds and the total allowable flight time to 10 minutes.  It still worked out well 
and we had some lift even though the sky was gray and it was on the chilly side  -- 
 a typical “May Gray” day!
Next month we will return to our regular regime, first toss at 9:30, with 15 minute 
flight limits.  Join us Saturday, June 19th.  Perhaps we will be transitioned to 
“June Gloom”, then again, maybe great soaring weather.  Join us!
Don Wemple  <donandanne@cox.net

 Saturday, May15th Easy Star Electroglide

                                                         Toss 1      Toss 2       Toss 3       Total
John Forester                                      20             0                16              36

                         San Diego Electroglide 

Andy Reynolds                                           29             17              58 (20)         104                
Stelio Jackson                                            0               0              40 (20)          40

                 Standard Class Electroglide -- stock Radians

Norm Arndt                                          50 (20)       68 (20)        70 (10)           188
Bob Anson                                             41 (10)          41             78 (20)           160
Tom Erickson                                         86             75 (20)           57                218

Sunday, May 16th  Easy Star Electroglide

John Forester                                   16              29             25 (10)         61

San Diego Electroglide

Pedro Brantuas                              65 (20)      68 (10)             61            194

Stelianos Jackson                            28              31                70 (20)      129

Max Merritt                                     0            30 (10)            39 (20)      69

Standard Class Electroglide  --  stock Radians

Norm Arndt                                 69 (20)         61 (20)          74 (20)     204

Tom Erickson                                  0                  39                  58           97

Electroglides at theSpring Fling

(parentheses represent spot landing points: 10, 20, or 30 per landing)
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This story begins in 2009; when the 
AIAA competition was held in Arizona 
and the San Diego State University 
team went off to conquer with an 
aircraft that had a few flaws but hung 
on to take 16th place in the competition.  
What happened is that it whets the 
appetite of the University students 
to do even better.  They had another 
year to draw new talent to the effort 
and some 60 plus students attended 
the orientation meeting to plan for the 
2010 event.  Many of the 2009 team 
gladly joined up to what was featured 
to be the ultimate competition held in 
Wichita Kansas.  The Design, Build 
and Fly competition that was to draw 
out the best engineering students to 
put their heads together and bring their 
aircraft from all around the United 
States.  The rules were posted on 
August 17, 2009.  

The short summary is as follows.
“Student teams will design, fabricate, 
and demonstrated the flight capabilities 
of an unmanned, electric powered 
radio controlled aircraft that can 

best meet the specified mission 
profile.  The goal is a balanced design 
possessing good demonstrated flight 
handling qualities and practical and 
affordable manufacturing requirements 
while providing a high vehicle 
performance.”

A written Design Report must be 
completed (San Diego State University 
scored a 92 %)  and then the Flight 
scores consists of 3 missions with 
simple flight and then two other more 
demanding flights that carry soft balls 
and then carry bats (cylinders that 
represent bats).  The aircraft has to be 
stored in a box and assembled each 
time a flight mission is attempted and 
the preparation for flight is timed and 
the mission is also timed.  
The AMA sanctioned event requires an 
AMA member to fly the aircraft and it 
must conform to specific size, power 
and battery limitations 
with a number of design 
parameters that are 
specific to the missions 
that are to be flown.  

SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY AND THE DESIGN, BUILD AND FLY    
COMPETITION  AIRCRAFT…….. THE MONTY’S LN-7

By Tim Attaway, AMA AVP district X, member of the SEFSD in San Diego

The three missions are: 2 Lap ferry 
flight,     3 lap payload flight with 
(softballs) and then another 3 lap 
payload flight (bats).

The twelve students with the help of an 
advisor worked out a design and built 
a prototype that they began to fly. The 
DBF team enlisted Pedro Brantuas to 
be the pilot for the event and his skill 
was a key to success.   After some 
testing they redesigned the aircraft and 
made appropriate changes to improve 
performance.  The new aircraft was 
ready to test several weeks before the 
event and during testing just 6 days 
before the event….. the wing failed in 
flight during a high G turn.  They team 
was faced with construction of a new 
aircraft in 4 days and instead of flying 
the total boxed up aircraft several days 
before the event to Wichita they would 
have to test it and then drive it 

Assembly of the aircraft at Chollas RC club.

The aircraft ready to fly in February 2010 at 
Chollas RC flyers field in San Diego near 
SDSU. Notice the flanges on the wing for 
attachment of the Cylinders for mission # 

3.  Tricycle landing gear was changed to tail 
dragger for the final aircraft.  Notice the lid 

on top for loading up to 12 softballs for
mission # 2.
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back to Wichita by car.  The plan worked and all the team 
made the trip to Wichita and the number of teams for the 
DB F that needed technical inspection before flying became 
a problem and many teams did not get the opportunity to 
fly their aircraft enough to complete their missions.  If your 
aircraft failed in a mission because of malfunctions of any 
sort then you were pretty much out of luck. The final result 
of all this time, money and countless hours of planning and 
construction to participate in this event was 23rd place out 
of 70 teams.

The pictures that tell the story are complete with captions for 
you to better appreciate the dedication and commitment that 
the student team from San Diego State University brought to 
this project and the following list of contributing sponsors 
are deserving of recognition.

Northrop Grumman, Academy of Model Aeronautics, Silent 
Electric Flyers of San Diego, Hitec, DW Foamies, Neumotors, 
Original Pancake House, Applied Composites,Sureflight, 
AIAA, Diversity Model Aircraft, Navair, Quatro Composites, 
Carbon by Design, La Quinta……Individuals include: Steve 
Manganelli, Karl Fischer, Robert Depriest, Pedro Brantuas, 
Tim Attaway, Mike Morgan, Michael Johnson, Steve Dente, 
Ray Fulks, Bobby Tryner, Dick Hatch.

SDSU  Team meeting at Chollas RC Flyers field.  
President Harley viewing the scene.  The Team 
begins to get the aircraft ready for a test flight.

The note book that was essential for writing the 
report for the contest.  Presentation of the de-

sign and report was a major part of the contest.

Pedro Brantuas test flying the prototype
in February at Chollas.  Just before take off.

Wing construction nearly complete with 
Monique and Pedro checking the progress.

Part of the construction team that built a new 
aircraft in 3 and a half days.  SDSU workshop



  Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego                                                                                                              Peak Charge

10

 
SDSU team ….Monty’s LN-7 less than a week 

before the competition: this is a completely new 
aircraft with improved landing gear and different 

vertical stab etc.
Interior view with Team Leader Monique Fine do-

ing a final check of the flight systems

Monty’s LN-7 just before the mishap….high G pull produces a broken wing and the aircraft ends 
up in Mission Bay.  Team members left to right:  Team pilot Pedro Brantuas, Andres Montes, 
Cesar Martin, Anthony Gemmill, James Cadapan, Monique Fine (front) Mathew Hager (back), 

Aaron Weissbart, Raquel Weitl, James Hroza, Ioana Radu, Matthew Clark, Ian Yates Part of the 
construction team that built a new aircraft in 3 and a half days.  SDSU workshop.

Monty’s LN -7 after the crash, broken wing in-
side the fuselage
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Monique Fine addressing a large crowd at the 
Mission Bay location of the SEFSD several 

weeks after the competition.  The mission # 3 
demonstration that they did not get to do that 
might have moved them into 4th place if they 

had been allowed to complete

The last Monty, ready for mission # 3

Final preparations for the demonstration flight 
of mission # 3

Terrific picture with Mission Bay in the distance 
and the bats  (aluminum cylinders attached) 
flown at the Spring Fling  May 16th, 2010 as 
a demonstration.  This was easily the fastest 
aircraft in the whole competition: it won the 

speed mission with a prop that was shortened 
inadvertently on take-off.  It was really a great 

design and should have finished in the top 4 of 
the competition.



12

  Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego                                                                                                              Peak Charge


