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PEAK

CHARGE
Dedicated to the promotion of electric propulsion in all types of aeromodeling.

Calendar
July

4 BBQ & Night Fly
6 Pylon Races
16 SEFSD Meeting
26 County Swap Meet

August
7 Pylon Races
20 SEFSD Meeting
23,24  F5B Team Selection

September
7 Pylon Races
17 SEFSD Meeting

July Meeting
Agenda

County Swap Meet

Show & Tell
Bill Knoll’s Mini-Bell
Bruce’s Flattie
Steve Neu’s SkaT
Your New Plane . . .

Entertainment
TBA

Raffle Prizes
7 cell 2000 mAh ZAP Pack

New Meeting Room!
Steve Belknap

The members of the club have voted!  (Twice actually.  The first vote was at the meet
ing last month.  Some folks were upset by the last minute option of the Aerospace

Museum.  We decided to give everyone another chance to think about it and sent ballots
out to all the local members.  The options were: the museum and the Ocean Beach Rec.
Center.  At the meeting the vote was for the museum.)  The vote, as a result of the ballot,
was 31 to 29 in favor of the Aerospace Museum.  The July 16th meeting will be held in
the Executive Board Room of the Aerospace Museum.  Normally they will be held in the
regular meeting room.  For the Summer they will be held in the Board Room.

I want to thank all those who voted.  I think there was a terrific response.  I also want
to thank Bob Davenport and Wayne Walker for their efforts in establishing contact with
the two places.  I also want it to be known that we sincerely appreciate the great treatment
we received at the North Park Rec. Center.  We leave there only because we outgrew the
facility.

I have every reason to think that the Aerospace Museum is going to be a great place to
meet.  We will have huge room with all the amenities.  The parking lot is well lit and
patrolled.  I really hope that all the wonderful people who have attended the meetings in
the past will continue to attend at the museum.

If there is anyone who would like to attend the meeting and cannot because of some
logistical reason please call me and I will try and arrange a carpool situation.  See ya there!
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Museum



Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego Peak Charge

Mission Statement
The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is to promote and further the
technology of electric powered R/C aeromodeling: encourage competition in Pylon Rac-
ing, FAI-F5B/D, Scale, Old Timer, and Pattern Electric categories by hosting major In-
dustry sponsored events and sanctioning “Fun-Fly” types of contests; provide forums for
the exchange of technical information, instruction and experience; and participate in dem-
onstrations of electric propulsion in area wide model aviation events.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Wayne Walker

Silent Electric Flyers of
San Diego

Club Information

Web Site:  http://sefsd.org/

1997 Officers:
President Wayne Walker

284-6119 Apollowayn@aol.com
Vice President Jim Baron

278-8099 jbaron1016@aol.com
Secretary Bob Davenport

222-4075 bobdport@adnc.com
Treasurer Chuck Grim

274-7322 Rcelectfly@aol.com
Editor Steve Belknap

693-3739 Let1Fly@aol.com
Safety Steve Neu

284-0816 SNEU@aol.com

SEFSD Mentors
These individuals want to help you
(current or potential members) with
your electric-flying questions:

Steve Belknap 693-3739
Wayne Walker 284-6119
Jim Baron 278-8099
Harold Reed 273-6023
Fred Harris 223-3043
Phil Moore (909) 696-1975

Monthly Meeting
Held on the third Wednesday of each
month (no meeting in December) at
7:00 PM. Meeting room is at the North
Park Shuffleboard Club, 2719 Howard
Ave., San Diego, CA 92104.

Flying Site
Located one half mile East of Sea
World on Sea World Drive.

Membership or Subscription:
Twenty dollars per year for membership.
Fifteen for subscription only. Ten for un-
der 18 or additional family member. Con-
tact Chuck Grim, 1319 Reed Ave., San
Diego, CA 92109, (619) 274-7322.

Flying
Site

Sea World Drive
I-8

I-5Sea
World

El Cajon Blvd.

Howard Ave.

Polk St.Oregon St.

I-8

I-805

Meeting
Room

The votes are in!! We have voted to use the San Diego Aerospace Museum as our
meeting place.  There was a 70% voter turn out, very good participation for any

election/referendum, this is democracy in action.  The best reason for using the Aerospace
Museum is that it should draw new members and help to keep old members active in the
club.  It will also help to keep us involved in the San Diego aerospace community in
general.

There is a map on how to get to the Museum back door and parking lot, the elevator
for handicapped people is through the workshop entrance on the ground level, see the
guard for use of this.  Our meeting will be in the Board Room in the summer months so
just follow the signs after going into the building.

The upcoming Swap Meet will have a brief presentation by Don Madison and we will
have a get ready party on the Thursday before the 26th, the 24th at 5 PM.  We will mark
out the lines on the ground and Caution Tape off the pits area for SEFSD members only
to sell there goods in the best spot at the Swap Meet.  Plan on getting there at 6-6:30 AM
for all the best action!  The gates open for the masses at 7:00 AM sharp.  “Be There or Be
Square”.

If you have some concerns about how the club is running please bring them up at the
general meeting or see me or one of the other club officers any time you want, just don’t
wait until it’s too late to do anything constructive.
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April Meeting Minutes
Bob Davenport

Letters To The Editor
(The following letters represent the view-
points of the individuals who wrote them,
and should not be misinterpreted as those
of the club as a whole, Peak Charge, or the
editor. Letters are always appreciated.)

There were 24 members present  and the first matter presented for consideration was
the need to find a new and more suitable meeting place.  Two alternates were offered

to the group .  First, it was proposed that future meetings be held in the San Diego City’s
Recreation center closest to our flying site where a room was available at  a maximum cost
of $60 per year and where the club could operate under the auspices of the city’s recre-
ation department and have a member on the Center’s Council.  Secondly,  it was sug-
gested that we utilize the auditorium in the Aerospace Museum in Balboa Park at a cost
of $500 per year.  In the latter location, our members would all be invited twice a year to
a free night visit to the museum.  No entry into the museum itself would be permitted at
any other times nor would any other special concessions be granted to our members.
During the discussion it was pointed out that the high cost at the museum was due to the
need for a special uniformed guard for the parking area in this higher risk area of the park.
It was further pointed out that the museum was free of charge during normal hours one
day a month.  A suggestion was made by Bill Everitt that dues be increased  immediately
by $5 to cover the cost of the museum alternate, if that course was selected.

A vote was then held and the museum alternate was favored by a 17 to 7 vote.  Regard-
ing any increase in dues,  the president decided that this might be considered at year end.
It was then announced that the next meeting would be held  at the museum on July 16th.

A discussion on the coming Swap Meet to be held at our flying site on July 26th
followed.  Volunteers were requested to arrive at 5:30 am to assist in regulating traffic and
parking in the area.  Free coffee will be provided to those who help out during the early
pre-rush period by Wayne Walker.

The 4th of July bar-be-que at the field will held beginning at 3:00pm to Fireworks
time at 9:00 pm.  Flying permitted as traffic hazards allow.

The serious effect of the ESPAN  X-GAMES was noted and the group was advised
that flying may be incurred for as much as 10 days because our field has been designated
as a parking area for shuttle passengers.

All future disposal of NiCad cells should be made to Radio Shack stores.
Our planned speaker for the evening failed to show and Harold Reed substituted with

a brief talk on practical tool use and shop practices.
Show and Tell :  Visitor Blake Googan displayed his fan-jet and passed out samples of

his iron -on carbon fiber. Jack Hawks showed his new old-timer ,a Flying Ace ’38 test
bed aircraft for various power combinations.  Jim Gallacher produced his low-wing 50"
scale model, a Ford Flivver powered by 035G Astro and 7 cells.  Dan Gervais held up his
Phantom foam flying wing which is a work-in-progress powered by S400 and finally,
Steve Belknap gave us a look at his current project, a moulded fuselage for a mid-wing
S400 racer.

The raffle resulted in Jack Roesch winning the big prize, a Aveox controller; Fred
Harris a S400 with attached planetary drive; Chuck Grim 7- 1400 batteries; and Jess
Green ,the braided wire.

Practice Safety
Steve, We are becoming careless about
standing on the run way to fly, and also an-
nouncing such things as “on the runway”,
“Taking off ” and “Landing”.  There were
several incidents this morning resulting in
one crash and two sets of hurt feelings.
Perhaps an article in bold , oversize print in
the club paper on these subjects from out
fearless safety officer would be in order?

Also, I had a bad take off in a cross wind
which resulted in the plane immediately
weather vaning toward the pits when it
broke ground.  I think Wayne may have had
an adrenaline event over it.  Any way, I have
noticed several others have similar things
happen.  Perhaps an article on cross wind
take off technique, if there is anything we
can do about it, would be helpful.

Thanks,
Lynn Heffern

Field Rules ‘97

The Field Rules have been established
and are posted at the field.  They are

also presented here (Page 3) to inform those
who have not had the chance to see them
yet.  The rules were determined by the of-
ficers in response to the safety needs of the
flying members, the surrounding public and
concerns for the preservation of the flying
site.  Chuck Grim gave us an old set of rules
to get us started.  Steve Neu and Steve
Belknap each modified the rules then com-
pared the results. Wayne Walker then
looked at both sets and combined them to
establish one set.  The three of us agreed on
it.  I printed the final version.  If there is
any comment on the rules please talk to one
of the officers.  We want to have a set of
rules that everyone is happy with.
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Field Rules:
Electric Powered R/C Aircraft Model Field
Mission Bay Park, South Shores

Managed by:  Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego
Academy of Model Aeronautics Charter #3078 Contact: Wayne Walker 284-6119

The Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego (SEFSD) is a Club chartered by the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) and
operates under agreement with the City of San Diego, Park and Recreation Department, Coastal Division.  All flyers
MUST be AMA members and, except for AMA qualified guests, must be members of the SEFSD.  Applications may be
obtained from SEFSD members.  AMA application forms are available from SEFSD officers or from local hobby shops.

The AMA requirement provides you as an individual, the Club and the City with insurance coverage.  Flyers must
adhere to the safety rules of the AMA which they receive with their membership and with the SEFSD rules listed below.

1. Only electric powered model aircraft are permitted to fly
from the model field.  No internal combustion engine powered
models are allowed (NO EXCEPTIONS).  Pilots of unpowered
gliders, using launch assist, shall coordinate their operations with
all the "powered" pilots.  Powered pilots have priority.

2. Flight Area boundaries (See Map):
North; The shoreline North of the runway
South: Main Flying Area; South edge of runway

Soaring Area; One hundred feet from Sea World Drive.
Maintain 100' min. alt.  This area for soaring only.

West; The East edge of the boat ramp parking lot
East; One hundred feet from Sea World Dr.
No flying over Pit and Parking ares.

3. Pilots must yell "LANDING" to announce their intent when
setting up for landing.  Anyone walking onto the runway must
yell "ON RUNWAY".

4. Drinking of alcoholic beverages or smoking is prohibited.

5. The club frequency control board must be used.  A pilot may
turn their transmitter on only after having placed a clothspin,
bearing his name and frequency, on the corresponding number on
the control board.  Only one person can use a frequency at a time.

6. Inexperienced pilots, whether it be flying in general or in
aircraft type, must ask for assistance.

7. Club officers have the final say in the interpretation of "Field
Rules".

8. Flying is permitted seven days a week.  Other activities
(construction etc.) sanctioned by the City may preclude flying.

9. Please keep the field free from trash.

10. Only Club Officers are authorized to contact Park or City
officials concerning the Club's operation or use of the field.
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Pylon Racing for July ‘97
Steve Belknap

There were no spectacular crashes, just spectacular flying!  Robert Cavazos, George Joy, Wayne walker, Steve Neu, Brian Buaas and
myself were the contestants.

As we read in last month’s issue, there was a clash of Titans around the far pylon.  (In that case “pylon” or Pile-On turned into Pile-
Up.)  Brian Buaas and Steve Neu totaled each other’s planes in a spectacular mid-air.  This month both had built new racers.  Brian is
showing his “replacement” plane.  He hopes to have an even better one next month.  George and Robert were flying Robert’s latest
design.  George plans to take the Cavazos Switchblade to the NATS this Summer and kill the competition.

Another new Speed 400 pylon racer present that day was my new design, the SkaT.  The SkaT has a molded fuselage and a glass
covered wing and stabilizer.  The fuselage is one layer of 2 ounce glass and one layer of 2 ounce Kevlar with carbon fiber tow along the
entire length.  The fuselage and canopy weighed in at 28 grams (one ounce).  The weight of the entire plane is 13 ounces.  Steve Neu and
myself were flying the first two planes out of the mold.  We are very happy with the
performance.  Handling and speed are excellent.  As the results show we were the
ones to beat.

S400 1st Steve Neu SkaT
2nd Steve Belknap SkaT
3rd Robert Cavazos Switchblade
4th George Joy Switchblade
4th W.Walker Falconet

Open 1st Brain Buaas Fred “Replacement”
2nd Steve Neu Copy Cat

Hey, where were the Old Timers?  Harold, Don, Fred, Jim; you guys are still part
of our pylon racing group!  Pylon Racing day is for any kind of class: Astro, Fast Eddie, whatever.  The guys that show up regularly are
not in any way trying to be exclusive!  We’re just doing something we enjoy.  As the Old Timers have proven, you don’t have to go fast
in a pylon race to have a lot of fun.

June Soaring Contest Results

Our June sailplane contest was flown in beautiful springtime air with just a hint of clouds to make it a challenge to compete.  The
winning entrant was flying a venerable Larry Jolly Electricus with Speed 600 geared drive and made a 1,433 score out of 1,440

possible points.  Luckily for him Don Clark was flat on his back for 3 weeks!  Our best wishes for Don’s full recovery from back
problems that have taken the spring from his step and mobility from his lifestyle (hard to run a business from the house).

Steve Belknap was first place in Class A with Paul Babcock second flying a Carl Goldberg Electra, and Don Wemple third in
another Electra with Speed 600 and 2.5:1 geared prop on the nose.  Great flying guys, and just wait till I get my Falcon 550 with Aveox
direct drive power back in the air!

The Speed 400 glider class was dominated by Don Wemple with a Flich 4:1 geared unit, watch out, there are some S400 Climax jobs
that may just give you a run for the money in July and August.

The Saturday after the meeting will be the next contest, and Pat Conway will have the events revved up at 9AM for all the pilots that
can stand the intensity of competition!
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 BENT

Steve Belknap

This is a bashed Cavalier kit from Sig”
said Charles White opocalypticaly

about his new aileron sport plane.  Charles

converted it to a tail dragger, electric pow-
ered, left off the canopy, and lightened it.
Power is (was) an A40G on 19 cells.  It
seemed to have plenty of power.  Unfortu-
nately the end of the first flight was also
the end of the last flight.  Time to rebuild.

Mr. California Carbon (Blake Gookin)
came out to show us his Robbe Gnat.  Pow-

ered by some sort of a speed 400 on some-
thing like 14 cells it took to the sky well.
Although not exactly scale performance it
flew around nicely.  Upon hearing the high
pitched whine of the ducted fan, one could
use their imagination to pretend to hear the
sound of a mighty fighter jet streaking across
the sky on its way to do glorious battle.  But
I think that one might rather hear the sound
of a dustbuster sucking up crumbs off the
couch instead.  Blake said he was once
clocked at a screeching 59 MPH with a tail

wind and after pulling out of a full power
dive.  Still, it was fun and interesting to
watch.  Nice to see a ducted fan at the field.

As if the concept of an Old Timer Py-
lon Race isn’t wacky enough, it got even sil-
lier when Steve Manganelli entered his
Ricochet along side of a couple old timers.

Harold Reed and Don Whemple pitted
their Bombers against the fun flyer to see
what might happen.  Although vastly dif-
ferent in design, neither the fun flyer or the
old timers could fly in a straight line to save
their lives.  The old timers tooled along as
though they were dinghies adrift on a
stormy sea. And the Ricochet darting and
jerking around in such a way that one might
want to describe it as having a Grand Mal.
Steve won but no one really cared since they
were all having such a good time.

Joe Heffern can be seen holding his lat-

est plane, the Flying Eagle.  I think it is
powered by an Astro 035 on 6 or 7 cells.

Steve Neu test flew it and recommended
some adjustments but otherwise it was fine.
Nice job Joe.

About a year ago I saw my first Speed
400 powered plane fly well.  It was Steve
Kerrin’s Culex.  My jaw dropped to the
ground when I saw the outstanding perfor-
mance.  (Steve’s design was the progenitor
of the Speed 400 racers we have today.)  Last
Saturday I was in for another jaw dropping
when I saw Bill Knoll’s Peck Polymers
Mini-Bell rocket into the sky on a Speed
300 and 6 500AR cells.  The thing only

weighs 10 ounces!  The climb was outstand-
ing.  Cruise was obtained with throttle at
less than half.  The little Speed 300 uses
about 10 Amps so it produces quite a lot of
power for its size.  With this motor and the
availability of the new cheap teeny tiny mi-
cro servos, there is a whole new world of
small possibilities opening up.  Bill plans to
have a twin 300 powered plane soon.

Bruce Cronkhite says his new flying
wing flies great.  It is a Speed 400 powered,
direct drive plank.  The wing is 12% thick
and symmetrical.  Weight is 17 1/2 ounces.
This is his own design and I hope he will
put together plans and a construction ar-
ticle to be published in Peak Charge, please.
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4TH of JULY FUN/NIGHT FLY
Wayne Walker

What a 4th!   The  early birds were there at Noon, and the rest of us got their about
3PM.  Good timing as the bulk of the Fireworks crowd started showing up at 5

PM and on.  We flew everything but the Kitchen sink!  Pylon racers, Pattern Planes,
Speed 400 gliders, BIG planes, Little planes, and every thing in between.

Steve Belknap was the Star Spangled one with his BIG RED Cadet Sr. all decked out
with lights, flags, and a six piece band in the Fuse to play the National Anthem when he
flew over low and slow!  There’s a picture in this issue of the BIG RED, but it just doesn’t
give credit to the pure showmanship that went on.  The night flying went off without a
problem, if recovery after losing spatial awareness of your Falcon doesn’t count.  The
Polyhedral gliders are the way to fly at night, you can’t over turn as easily  with them!

Great flying and great fireworks to end a perfect day, see you next year.

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
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SEA WORLD

Boat
Ramp

Swap Meet Area
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Classified ads:
Great Stuff !!

from Wayne Walker
(619) 284-6119

Turbo Coolers
Keep batteries cool. 12V fan, 4” tube.
Reg $29.95 Now only $23.96

Fast Eddie Kits
Sport, pylon plane for 05 $15.00

Cadcat Fuselages
Fiberglass fuses for pylon racing. For 05
on 7 cells. Wing plans included $40.00

NEU FAI
SPEED CONTROLLERS
Prices for Club Members Only.

3 Micro FAI Speed Controllers:
High rate, proportional, opto-isola-
ion, soft start, soft brake, no glitch

start-up, very light (9 grams with-
out  wires), all operate on 6-18
cells, SMT construction.
Three models available:
40 Amps max. $55.00
60 Amps max. $65.00
80 Amps max. $75.00

2 Classic FAI Speed Controllers:
High rate, proportional, opto-isola-
ion, soft start, soft brake, no glitch

start-up, light weight (25 grams
without wires), SMT constuction.
Both rated at 85+ Amps max.
Two models avai lable:
FAI-HV (8-30 cells) $75.00
FAI-LV (7-20 cells) $75.00

Contact: Steve Neu 284-0816

Charging the air with excitement

P.O. Box 496 Willis, TX 77378
(409) 856-4630

E-Mail: 76221.2446@compuserve.com

SEFSD  VIDEO  LIST
See Fred Harris, the Librarian.
One month free borrow.

A CELEBRATION OF EAGLES  ( AMA )
Float Flying ( John Sullivan )
Airborne R/C Video  (Fred Harris)
Gas to Electric Conversion
Airplane (Joe Wurts)
Getting Started in Electric Flight
Air Force Top Gun
1994 KRC Electric Fly
A-10 Warthog
1996 KRC Electric Fly
Basic Construction for Beginners
Lets get Serious About Electric Flight
Basic Flight Training for beginners
Monokote
Byron Originals Show Season 1985
Monokote-II
Cutting Foam Cores
1996 NATS-Video Highlights
Desert Storm-Tornado
Polyspan Covering Instructions
Double Eagle
Power for Performance
Electric Flight
R/C Flying
Electric Flight & Schneider Cup
The Schneider Sport Electric
Electrifying the Fantasy
T-Birde (Thunderbirds)
F-16 Falcon
Vacuum Bagging
Wring it Out
Wring it Out-II

Heck, I want to build one!
The same Bruce is shown with a differ-

ent flying wing.  This one is a Bill Evans
Scimitar Slow Motion that has been con-
verted to electric.  Bruce has had the plane
as a gasser for many years.  He put a Dewalt
14-4 and 16 cells into it.  He says it flies
OK but maybe as an electric it is too heavy
(flew great when it was a gasser).

INTRODUCING
THE NEW

SkaT

Speed 400 Pylon Racer
Available soon!

SANYO
BATTERIES

1700SCRC $4.50 ea.
RC2000 $6.50 ea.
N500AR $3.50 ea.
KR-600AE $2.50 ea.
Robbe Power 400 6V $10.00 ea.
Robbe 6 X 3.5 Folder $11.00 ea.

Add $1.00/cell for “Zapping”
Steve Belknap (619) 693-3739

Diversity Model Aircraft



SEFSD c/o Steve Belknap
10223 Kaiser Place
San Diego, CA 92126

 
JULY 4TH 4TH OF JULY BAR-B-QUE & NIGHT FLY

6TH PYLON RACES SUNDAY 8AM
13TH SAN MARCOS SUMMER FAIR
16TH MEETING NIGHT WED 7PM
26TH COUNTY SWAP MEET AT OUR FIELD

AUGUST 2ND - 5TH ELECTRIC NATS AT MUNCIE, IN
7TH PYLON RACES SUNDAY 8AM
23 & 34 F5B TEAM SELECTION TRIALS AND

NORTH AMERICAN F5B CHAMPIONSHIPS
SEPTEMBER 17TH MEETING NIGHT WED 7PM
OCTOBER 4TH & 5TH FALL FUN FEST AND AIR SHOW

15TH - WED MEETING NIGHT WED 7PM
18TH & 19TH F5D PYLON RACING TEAM SELECTIONS

AND NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
25TH - SAT TPG POWAY FUN FLY, ELECTRIC WELCOME!

NOVEMBER 1,2 CARLSBAD MALL SHOW
2ND PYLON RACES SUNDAY 8AM

DECEMBER 7TH CHRISTMAS PARTY 6PM - 94TH AERO SQUADRON


