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15 SEFSD Meeting
18,19 F5D Team Selection Cont.
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FALL FUN FESTIVAL OF
ELECTRIC FLIGHT
By Wayne Walker

November
1
1,2
2
19
23

Class B & 400 Glider
Carlsbad Mall Show
Pylon Races
SEFSD Meeting
Otay Lake Float Fly

December
6
7
7

No Meeting
Class B & 400 Glider
Pylon Races
Christmas Dinner

October Meeting
Agenda
Christmas Party/Dinner
Mid-Winter Electrics
Officer Nominations

Show & Tell
Bruce’s Petrel

Entertainment
KRC Video

Raffle Prizes
SkaT Kit, Speed 400 motor
Controller, Battery Pack 500ARZ

T

he Fall Fun Fest was a delight! We had pilots coming from as far away as Santa
Maria, Rialto, and Fontana, in all there were 20 pilots registered on Saturday, and 10
on Sunday. There was a lot of fun flying and one of the most unusual planes was an F117A with a Speed 400 pusher on it. Mike Robres of Fontana did a great job of making
a real stealth fighter that even had a scale pilot in the windows!
The first contest was Class B and Sp 400 Sailplane event. Don, the ankle smasher,
Wemple pulled a
first in Sp 400 with
Mike Robres and
Gary Gonzales 2nd
and 3rd. Class B,
unlimited cells,
Sailplane was taken
handily by Steve
Neu flying a Tornado on 10 cells,
Wayne Walker 2nd
flying a Raptor
Preditor.
Don
Wemple deserved
the 3rd place he got
(too bad the plane
got skuffed up
The Mighty Tlush Mites
when he hit me in
the foot!).
And then there
was the All Up
Last Down. Because the weather was so cloudy and cool Chuck Hollinger soon had the
sky all to himself and didn’t have to do the Limbo at 30 minutes that was susposed to
shorten up the contest so it would end by nightfall. It was a great start with 11 planes
flying up all at once and filling up the sky looking for lift.

Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego

Peak Charge

Silent Electric Flyers of
San Diego
Club Information
Web Site: http://sefsd.org/
1997 Officers:
President
Wayne Walker
284-6119 apolloww@centurion.flash.net
Vice President
Jim Baron
278-8099
jbaron1016@aol.com
Secretary
Bob Davenport
222-4075
bobdport@adnc.com
Treasurer
Chuck Grim
274-7322
Rcelectfly@aol.com
Editor
Steve Belknap
693-3739
Let1Fly@aol.com
Safety
Steve Neu
284-0816
SNEU@aol.com

SEFSD Mentors
These individuals want to help you
(current or potential members) with
your electric-flying questions:
Steve Belknap
Wayne Walker
Jim Baron
Harold Reed
Fred Harris
Phil Moore

693-3739
284-6119
278-8099
273-6023
223-3043
(909) 696-1975

Monthly Meeting
Held on the third Wednesday of each
month (no meeting in December) at
7:00 PM. Meeting room is at the San
Diego Aerospace Museum, San Diego,
CA.

Presidents Way
Hwy 163
Interstate 5

Flying Site
Located one half mile East of Sea
World on Sea World Drive.
Sea
World

Flying
Site
Sea World Drive

The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is to promote and further the
technology of electric powered R/C aeromodeling: encourage competition in Pylon Racing, FAI-F5B/D, Scale, Old Timer, and Pattern Electric categories by hosting major Industry sponsored events and sanctioning “Fun-Fly” types of contests; provide forums for
the exchange of technical information, instruction and experience; and participate in demonstrations of electric propulsion in area wide model aviation events.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Wayne Walker

H

ere it is Pumpkin time again and we just had the Third annual Fall Fun Fest. I hope
everyone had as much fun as I did!
We’re now at that time of year when we must think of new Officers for the club, this
year Chuck Grim has decided to step down as our Treasurer so we will need someone to
take over the club checkbook and sign up new members in January. Jim Baron has a new
wife so he’ll be vacating the Vice President spot too, how about some volunteers out
there?
The Christmas Party time is here too, so don’t for get to bring $20 for each ticket and
decide on whether you want beef, chicken or fish for our annual party at the 94th Aero
Squadron restaurant in Kearny Mesa. We have signed up for Sunday evening the 7th of
December at 7PM.
Next weekend on the 17th of October will be the Team Selection Trials for the F5D
Pylon Racing team to go to the World Championships in Germany in 1998. Larry Jolly
and Troy Peterson will be returning with new aspirants Brian Buaas and John Stosell
vying for the team also. Please come out and lend a hand at timing and judging the course
for our team members.

Shameless Plug for JR 8103 Radio

Park Bl

Aero.
Museum

Mission Statement

I-5

I-8

Membership or Subscription:
Twenty dollars per year for membership.
Fifteen for subscription only. Ten for under 18 or additional family member. Contact Chuck Grim, 1319 Reed Ave., San
Diego, CA 92109, (619) 274-7322.

By Bruce Cronkhite

T

he Flattie is a little tricky to throw because it needs speed, and will drop the nose if it
doesn’t have enough at launch. My radio is a JR 8103, which has a neat little capability that I’ve used to overcome this.
The transmitter has a thing in it called the “Landing mode” where an adjustable amount
of flaps and elevator compensation can be put in with a single switch operation. This
allows you to set in some up or down elevator to compensate for any flap/pitch change. I
use this on my Telemaster.
The Flattie has no flaps, but I can use the landing mode to switch in a small amount of
“up” elevator without changing the trim settings. The switch on the transmitter is long
and thin, just above the throttle stick, and easy to reach. I use it now for launch, and to put
in a little “up” during the landing approach to slow the plane down while still having
neutral stick position..
Maybe other radios have such a thing. It seems that this could be used for other high
speed models (pylon racers) to good advantage.
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Letters To The Editor
(The following letters represent the viewpoints of the individuals who wrote them,
and should not be misinterpreted as those
of the club as a whole, Peak Charge, or the
editor. Letters are always appreciated.)

Peak Charge

August Meeting
Minutes
Bob Davenport

Progress of the
wenty members signed the roster including Arthur J. Aldrich [Mike] our newest. It
T
was the first meeting in the Aerospace museum auditorium where in the future all
S.D. MID-WINTER meetings
will be held. Surrounded by cases filled with the historic modeling efforts of the
past, it was an appropriate location even if the Pharoah’s bird glider didn’t seem entirely
practical.
ELECTRICS
A long discussion on the Mid-Winter Electrics began the night. The coordinator
By Bob Davenport

T

here is a growing sense that our plans
to put on a major meet in February
1998, and in each of the years that follow,
will be a great success. Much remains to be
decided as of this writing, but no serious
problems have been encountered. Further,
those SEFSD members who volunteered
to assist have all shown their enthusiasm
with good ideas and hard work. It may be
expected that as all plans proceed and become firm, the confidence level will rise further and even more rapid progress will result. Needless to say, not everyone who offered help has yet been called upon. In the
formative period of any project a few must
make the framework to grow upon and only
later does the job employ all-hands. We
will need all the assistance available in good
time.
Publicity is now well along. The website
gives more and more detail. The major
magazines have been notified. The handbills are ready for mailing... E-flight readership has been notified and a expanding
interest is being shown through comments.
The dinner speaker has agreed to talk, and
an overall program has been published.
Pricing is still not established for various activities as these will depend somewhat
upon what contributions are recieved. It has
been agreed however that our goal should
be to “break-even” and prices, when chosen, will reflect that goal. We want to
achieve good attendance in 1998 and build
a hobby-wide acceptance nationally.
When this is printed, the opening date
for MWE will be 120 days away. All members should spread the word whenever opportunities present.

[me] reported that early progress had been slow but things were moving and the plans
were gelling. The dinner and symposium ideas were debated and agreement was reached
that some outside contributions would be needed from vendors if we were to afford the
high costs of the museum tour and banquet as proposed. For this reason, the pricing of
fees and dinner tickets could not be made until contacts with possible contributors had
yielded results. The first handbills were ready and copies were given to Neu and Belknap
for distribution at the KRC fly-in within a few days.
The need for early completion of a website section on the MWE was stressed as an
information resource and reference base. Dan Gervais was present and he agreed to move
ahead on this immediately. He was provided with some basic information, but future
additions and modifications will be needed .
A frank discussion on dire El Nino weather predictions resulted in the general conclusion that we should go ahead assuming the best, and carry matters though as best we can.
Most felt that even with a bad winter in prospect, the San Diego conditions were still as
good as might be expected in the summer elsewhere.
A vote was taken on the December 7 Christmas dinner and it was confirmed that we
should repeat the successful plans of the last two years..
A $200 payment was approved by vote to help defray Steve Belknap’s costs to attend
KRC where he is charged with obtaining info on their methods.
Chuck Grimm advised that he is resigning as treasurer at year end and a request for his
replacement was made. Other officer positions will be open also and at our next meeting
nominations must be made. {So think about volunteering}. Chuck advised that our bank
account was down to $691.02 and we should watch expenses.
A discussion on the Fall Fun Fest to be held on October 4-5 was held and Bruce
Cronkhite pointed out that the Scale Model contest had been omitted from the program.
Changes will be made to remedy that.
Mike Neale gave his long awaited presentation on foam cutting equipment. He showed
us how it could be done using several systems but the simplest and cheapest of all is to
use our own battery packs as a current supply and a simple wooden bow strung with
stainless wire. Mike then demonstated how to use gravity to cut smoothly and explained
how all the other inexpensive systems he tried gave him equal results. These alternates are
a power supply device assembled by him using a room light dimmer and a small transformer, plus the use of battery chargers which also can provide the 12v low adjustable
amperage necessary.
Harold Reed reminded us all that the purpose in fixing the design and internals criteria for racing Tlush mites was to make this growing sport a low cost, pilot skill competition where the emphasis should be on particpating, not winning.
The winner of the big raffle prize, an Astro 020 brushless motor was Jack Roesch.

Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego
the chef, Heffern and did some sport flying
till late in the afternoon. Sunday was the
Pylon Racing day and it started early with
Old Timer Pylon racing in both the Bomber
Class and the Tlush Mite Sp 400 class. This
is quite a sight to see as the number of Mites
grows and the racing gets more intense as
more people get into the fray of racing these
old timer planes. Harold Reed was eventually the winner, but had to work at it to
stay ahead of Fred an Don.
We then had Sp 400 pylon racing which
saw the new SkaT from Steve Belknap’s Diversity Model Aircraft in 3 of the 4 planes
out there. Steve Neu was the winner of both
the Speed 400 and Regular Pylon classes.
Every one had a great time and we’re now
looking for ward to the Mid-Winter
Electrics on February 14th & 15th, 1998.

Cont’d from Page 1

Early in the morning the scale entrants
were putting in their flight demos and showing how well they could act like the full size
planes they were to imitate. Great show of
flying skill as at least one of them was only
one his 3rd flight as the handling was known
to be better inverted that upright! Just before lunch they judged the San Diego Scale
class set up by Bruce Cronkite, maximum
wing span of 50 inches and must have the
same landing gear setup as the full scale
plane. Fred Harris got the First Place with
his Taylor E-2 Cub, Jim Galacher and Bruce
took 2nd & 3rd. The great looking plaques
that Bruce made had a Polaroid picture of
the pilot and plane on them with an engraved plate on the bottom, very handsome.
We then had the pilots choice for the
Concours de Elegance perpetual trophy, I
think half of all the planes there were entered in this and the winner was by no means
a cake walk as many of the planes received
votes for their originallity and craftsmanship. The winner for the second year was
Fred Harris with his E-2 Cub.
We then had lunch served up by Lynn,
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BALANCE OF POWER
By Harold Reed

I

n the recent Fall Fun Fly the Old Time contingent staged four races. Two were with
the Lanzo Bombers and the other two featured the little Tlush Mites. The concept of
one design racing was borne out very well in both events. Fred Harris and Don Wemple
each flew into first place in the two races. Ditto the Mite racing with Fred Harris and
Bruce Cronkhite sharing the first places in those events.
This pretty much follows the original intent, and it is hoped that we may all enjoy this
as a grass roots type of flying. This is your opportunity to share some low key racing with
good friends, without the pressure of high tech demands on pilots or equipment. Besides
which, the planes look like real airplanes and have “WHEELS” to take off and land.

San Diego Scale
the Fall Fun Fest

at
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Classified ads:

FOR SALE

Great Stuff !!

AVEOX 1817 2Y 60 Amp Motor &
65 Amp Controller
$400.00
Astro 112D Charger
Call Don Choice
or 300-3900

Peak Charge

from Wayne Walker
(619) 284-6119

$75.00

Turbo Coolers
Keep batteries cool. 12V fan, 4” tube.
Reg $29.95 Now only
$23.96

(619) 270-2200

Fast Eddie Kits
Sport, pylon plane for 05

Need radar Gun!
The club needs the use of a radar speed
gun for one day during the San Diego
Mid Winter Fly-in. If any one has access to one or knows where it may be obtained, please contact the event co
ordinator, Lynn Heffern. You may reach
him by Email at <lth@aol.com> or phone
at 463-3227.
Also, if there are any special events you
would like to see at this event, contact
Lynn and he’ll see if we can fit it in.

Charging the air with excitement

P.O. Box 496 Willis, TX 77378
(409) 856-4630
E-Mail: 76221.2446@compuserve.com

SkaT

NEU FAI
SPEED CONTROLLERS
Prices for Club Members Only.
3 Micro FAI Speed Controllers:
High rate, proportional, opto-isolaion, soft start, soft brake, no glitch
start-up, very light (9 grams without wires), all operate on 6-18
ce lls,
S MT
con str uction.
Th r e e
mode ls
available :
40 Amps max.
$55.00
60 Amps max.
$65.00
80 Amps max.
$75.00
2 Classic FAI Speed Controllers:
High rate, proportional, opto-isolaion, soft start, soft brake, no glitch
start-up, light weight (25 grams
without wires), SMT constuction.
Both rated at 85+ Amps max.
Tw o
mode ls
avai lable :
FAI-HV (8-30 cells)
$75.00
FAI-LV (7-20 cells)
$75.00
Contact: Steve Neu 284-0816

Speed 400
Pylon Racer
Kit: $69.95

SANYO
BATTERIES

1700SCRC
$4.50 ea.
RC2000
$6.50 ea.
N500AR
$3.50 ea.
KR-600AE
$2.25 ea.
Robbe Power 400 6V $10.00 ea.
Robbe 6 X 3.5 Folder $11.00 ea.
Add $1.00/cell for “Zapping”
Steve Belknap (619) 693-8188

Diversity Model Aircraft

$15.00

Cadcat Fuselages
Fiberglass fuses for pylon racing. For 05
on 7 cells. Wing plans included $40.00

SEFSD VIDEO LIST
See Fred Harris, the Librarian.
One month free borrow.

A CELEBRATION OF EAGLES ( AMA )
Float Flying ( John Sullivan )
Airborne R/C Video (Fred Harris)
Gas to Electric Conversion
Airplane (Joe Wurts)
Getting Started in Electric Flight
Air Force Top Gun
1994 KRC Electric Fly
A-10 Warthog
1996 KRC Electric Fly
Basic Construction for Beginners
Lets get Serious About Electric Flight
Basic Flight Training for beginners
Monokote
Byron Originals Show Season 1985
Monokote-II
Cutting Foam Cores
1996 NATS-Video Highlights
Desert Storm-Tornado
Polyspan Covering Instructions
Double Eagle
Power for Performance
Electric Flight
R/C Flying
Electric Flight & Schneider Cup
The Schneider Sport Electric
Electrifying the Fantasy
T-Birde (Thunderbirds)
F-16 Falcon
Vacuum Bagging
Wring it Out
Wring it Out-II

SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

SEFSD c/o Steve Belknap
10223 Kaiser Place
San Diego, CA 92126

7TH
17TH
4TH & 5TH
15TH
18TH & 19TH
25TH - SAT
1,2
2ND
19TH
23
7TH

PYLON RACES
MEETING NIGHT
WED 7PM
FALL FUN FEST AND AIR SHOW
MEETING NIGHT
WED 7PM
F5D PYLON RACING TEAM SELECTIONS
AND NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
TPG POWAY FUN FLY, ELECTRIC WELCOME!
CARLSBAD MALL SHOW
PYLON RACES
SUNDAY 8AM
MEETING NIGHT
OTAY LAKE FLOAT FLY
CHRISTMAS PARTY
6PM - 94TH AERO SQUADRON

