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Dedicated to the promotion of electric propulsion in all types of aeromodeling.
SEFSD Newsletter

Calendar
November
19
23

SEFSD Meeting
Otay Lake Float Fly

December
7
7

No Meeting
Pylon Races
Christmas Dinner

January
1
4
21

New Year’s Day Funfly
Pylon Racing
SEFSD Meeting

November Meeting
Agenda
Christmas Party/Dinner
Mid-Winter Electrics Update
New Year’s Day Funfly
Officer Swearing in
End-of-year Wrap-up

Show & Tell
New RC1700s
Steve Neu’s Mosquito

Entertainment
Bob Sliff (hopefully)

Raffle Prizes
Tlush Mite ARC, Motor, Battery, S.C.
Playboy Wings ARC
Goodies
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Silent Electric Flyers of
San Diego
Club Information
Web Site: http://sefsd.org/
1997 Officers:
President
Wayne Walker
284-6119 wayne.walker@daou.com
Vice President
Jim Baron
278-8099
jbaron1016@aol.com
Secretary
Bob Davenport
222-4075
bobdport@adnc.com
Treasurer
Chuck Grim
274-7322
Rcelectfly@aol.com
Editor
Steve Belknap
693-3739
Let1Fly@aol.com
Safety
Steve Neu
284-0816
SNEU@aol.com

SEFSD Mentors
These individuals want to help you
(current or potential members) with
your electric-flying questions:
Steve Belknap
Wayne Walker
Jim Baron
Harold Reed
Fred Harris
Phil Moore

693-3739
284-6119
278-8099
273-6023
223-3043
(909) 696-1975

Monthly Meeting
Held on the third Wednesday of each
month (no meeting in December) at
7:00 PM. Meeting room is at the San
Diego Aerospace Museum, San Diego,
CA.

Mission Statement
The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is to promote and further the
technology of electric powered R/C aeromodeling: encourage competition in Pylon Racing, FAI-F5B/D, Scale, Old Timer, and Pattern Electric categories by hosting major Industry sponsored events and sanctioning “Fun-Fly” types of contests; provide forums for
the exchange of technical information, instruction and experience; and participate in demonstrations of electric propulsion in area wide model aviation events.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Wayne Walker

H

ere it is the end of another great year of flying Electric Aircraft! What a year too, we
held monthly Pylon Races for Speed 400 as well as F5D Unlimited and Old Timer
Racing has come into it’s own with the very, very popular Tlush Mite class of S400 that
Harold Reed and Bruce Cronkhite have championed so well. The monthly Glider contests continue to draw interest as Pat Conway keeps them going, we now see F5B gliders
with 10 cells as well as 27 cells taking to the air, this has turned out to be a great way to
sharpen up the skills and learn contest strategy as well as have a good time.
Bruce Cronkhite has started the San Diego Scale class and has had several great planes
built to the class and will only continue to grow as more people find good examples to
build. Steve Neu has got twin engine scale off to great start with his P-38, C-47, and
Mosquito models. More are on the way, and at least one more Mosquito is under construction.
As a club we’ve put on two major contests and the Team Selection Trials for both the
F5B and F5D Electric Racing Teams to represent the United States at the 1998 World
Championships in Germany.
The Mid Winter Electric’s are in full swing, thanks to Bob Davenport and his leadership, this will be a big event next year, but the work is all being done this year!
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All in all, we’ve done a very good job in our club activities with a full slate of events and
accomplishments for the year. Let’s keep up the good work and make next year even
better!

Located one half mile East of Sea
World on Sea World Drive.

Speaking of next year, NEW YEAR’S DAY FUN FLY is on tap, guess when and
where? Hope to see as many people out there as last New Year’s Day.

Hwy 163
Interstate 5

Flying Site

Sea
World

Flying
Site
Sea World Drive

I-5

I-8

Membership or Subscription:
Twenty dollars per year for membership.
Fifteen for subscription only. Ten for under 18 or additional family member. Contact Chuck Grim, 1319 Reed Ave., San
Diego, CA 92109, (619) 274-7322.

My last thought is the Christmas Dinner Party at 94th AERO SQUADRON ON
BALBOA AVE in Kearny Mesa; the date is December 7th at 6:00 PM. Don’t forget to
buy tickets at the November Meeting. Everyone should come to the Meeting to VOTE
for their new officers so that would be a good time to get Dinner Reservations and RAFFLE
TICKETS for the ARF Tlush Mite Racer Kit courtesy of Harold Reed and Chuck Grim.
Happy Holidays and New Year!
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Letters To The Editor
(The following letters represent the viewpoints of the individuals who wrote them,
and should not be misinterpreted as those
of the club as a whole, Peak Charge, or the
editor. Letters are always appreciated.)

RETRACTION!

Thanks
Bill Everett says thanks to all those who
signed and sent his get well card. Bill was
doing something he ought not to (he won’t
tell me what) and crushed a disk in his back.
Looks like surgery for the big guy and about
6 weeks recovery. (Hey Bill, if they can’t fix
the disk tell the doc to just cut you off at
the waist and bolt you to a stool. At least
then you can still build!)

Peak Charge

October Meeting
Minutes
Bob Davenport

Bob Davenport is on vacation (again) so Harold Reed is sitting in.
Wayne Walker opened the meeting at 7:03 P.M. at our hall in the Aerospace Museum.
23 memebers were present and we had one guest: Larry Olson. Larry Gave us a verbal
rundown on his background, which consisted of some gas scale modelling. He also has
several thousand hours in some 12 inch to the foot models, something about F86’s!!
Obviuosly Larry is aviation oriented.
Fred Harris brought us up to date on the video library and reminded us to be sure and
promptly return the videos so others can use them.
Under old business, Wayne led an open discussion about the coming Midwinter Meet.
All comments indicate that we are doing well,what with support from some manufacturers. and interested vendors. It also appears that the banquet and seminars at the museum
are a given.
Wayne asked for assistance at the F5B selection trials on the 15th to select the U.S.
team.
The Christmas dinner will again be at the 94th Aerosquadron Restaurant on December the seventh.Wayne has the sign up sheet.There are several entrees listed and dinner
will be $21.00.
Chuck Grim did not have a current treasury report but assured us that wewere in good
shape.
Wayne made a plea for some new officers. We are looking for a new vice pres., a treasurer, and a membership coordinator. Bill Everitt has accepted the treasurers spot, giving
Chuck a much needed break, he’s been treasurer forever!
Steve Belknap ran some videos of the KRC event, giving a look at some supermodels
and a peek at how to run our own show.
Show and Tell: Pat Conway brought a very attractive glider belonging to an associate.
It’s for sale with everything,motor,radio, ready to fly for $200.00!! Steve Neu,who always
has something spectacular, didn’t disappoint us this time, he showed us a beautiful red and
white pattern plane of about 600 Square inches wing area. Big and beautiful!
Raffle: Chuck brought some Zap won by Wayne,Semos connectors won by Fred
Harris,and the grand prize was a SkaT pylon racer complete with motor, controller, and
battery pack, a very impressive prize indeed. Armando Carillo made off with this little
jewel.
We had a full moon that night, Armando, do you suppose??

Third Annual SEFSD
Christmas Dinner at the
94th Aero Squadron
Sunday, December 7
Last year we all had a great time chattin’
and chowin’. We would really like to have
about 20 members and their spouses this
year. Dinner is at 7 and social is at 6.
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a Celebration of Flight
By Bob Davenport

T

o see the progress in building a viable program and detailed plan for the San Diego Midwinter Electrics everyone is invited to look
at our website at http://www.sefsd.org. We now have in place a carefully thought-through schedule and detailed procedure to
carry us forward. This has resulted from the efforts of many who have used their time and their creative ideas unsparingly. The early
response to MWE has been favorable but only now with the publishing of the full program can we expect outside visitors to sign-up to
come. In the three months ahead we hope that more and more will make commitments as the word spreads. All club members should
do their best to spread the word and invite flyers and spectators to attend.
A special thanks must go to Dan Gervais who has set up the website and entered all the data. This generous effort on behalf of
SEFSD is greatly appreciated.
For those of you who do not yet have access to a computer, we will be preparing handbills and circulars to provide an outline of what
will be offered. In summary, the meet will be held over 3 days, February 13-14-15. The first day will be registration and a 5 hour
symposium where highly qualified speakers will discuss their special expertise. The second day will be filled with demonstrations of
flying skills and planes. All pilots are invited to fly and display their own aircraft Manufacturers and vendors of equipment will show off
their newest offerings. In the late afternoon we will hold guided tours to the San Diego Aerospace Museum followed by an evening
dinner complete with an important speaker to follow. On the final day, exhibition flying and contests will provide excitement. There
will be raffles and prizes; vendor booths; and tee-shirts to remember us by!
Some club members have not yet been asked to assist in all this activity. Don’t worry, you will be, as there are many, many jobs to be
filled on the actual days of the meet. Hosting an event which will draw visitors nationwide will require that everyone contribute some
time. If there is something you would like to do, please contact those team leaders who will actually direct activities. Harold Reed—
Field Facilities; Wayne Walker-Field Marshall; Mike Neale and Doug Nicholls-Tour and Dinner; and Bill Everitt-Visitor Services and
volunteer in advance.

Goodies from Switzerland
Bruce Flockhart of Switzerland visited us last weekend and showed some of the neat stuff the Europeans get to play with.
This Kimwald Dirtinator motor is hooked up to a handmade Swiss gearbox. Built with watch-like precision,
the gearing can be changed from 2:1 to 9:1. Bruce
says that they’re swinging an 18” prop at 3500 RPM.

This powerful Multiplex servo us used
in the wings of gliders. It is flat (about
3/8” thick) so that it fits in thin wings.
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BENT
Steve Belknap

B

ruce Cronkhite is crazy about his Brian
Buaas Petrel! Seven cells and a Speed

sure why but we do know that he has no
trouble finding it in a dark room. He uses
the Titanium gearbox with the Speed 400.
Mike Holland is holding the now famous
“glueless Skimmer”. This was an ARC that

400 with a Graupner 4:1 gearbox. Bruce
thinks “Brian has a winner here!”.
Pete Day found he had to raise up the
back of the wing on his Speed 400 Skimmer to adjust for the improper tail incidence

Otherwise it’s a great plane. . . Now Mike
is holding his dearly departed Fast Eddie.
This one flew well on the Speed 500 Race
and subsequently Astro 05 motors. Unfortunately, radio interference sacrificed this
one to the gods.
Steve Neu finally got the Mosquito going. It flew initially using two 4.8V Robbe
Planeta 400s. It flew with scale like performance. But, true to character, Steve put in
Speed 480 motors and gearboxes for more
power. He is using 8 cells with the motors
in parallel. As you can see from the one
picture it is a very large plane indeed!
Terry Thoman is happy with his Saurus
Sport running on a Mabuchi 550 and 7 cells.

he covered that had only enough glue on
the wing spars and shear webs to keep them
from falling on the floor. On the first turn
of the first flight the wing just fell apart!

of the kit. After that it flew fine.
Bill Knoll chose fluorescent green and
yellow to cover his Tlush Mite. We’re not

Mike Neale is seen here holding his own
design. Powered by an Aveox 1412 5Y and
16 cells this plane has terrific climb and
aerobatic performance! Nice job, mate!
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Well there goes my Kadet again. Steve
Neu took a couple shots with his digital
camera of it passing by.

Peak Charge

Bruce!
Here is a great shot of a Fred Harris’
Tlush Mite cranking around turn 1. (I
figger it must be pullin’ 30 or 40 Gs.)

This fine young man built this beautiful
glider his first time out! He did a super job
on the covering. We got a couple flights on
it before the supplied motor fried. The sup-

Finally, we see the author holding his
now deceased SkaT. Flew great until the
Earth darted in front of it. . .

What’s it?
N

ovember begins a new feature in Peak Charge, “What’s It?”. In this spot you, the
reader, will be asked to identify what’s in the picture. The items could be anything relating to electric flight and model building such as: planes, parts, hardware,
body parts you havn’t seen in a while, etc.. The prize will be 5 raffle tickets to the first
person to correctly identify the object. You must contact Steve Belknap by any of the
methods listed in this newsletter.
plied prop was too big for the motor. Not
to worry, we’ll get him going again with
maybe a Torque Monster 600 and a 10 X 6
folder.
Now this is Bruce Cronkhite’s fine young
son Doug. Here he is proudly displaying

the SkaT that Dad built. This one was built
from a kit and flew very nicely. Good job
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- FOR SALE EZ-Sport 25L sport plane.
It was converted to electric by Steve Neu, has never been crashed. Has an
Astro 15 running on 14x1000mah,Astro 205 controller,Ailerons, Elevator and
Rudder, everything installed. Just install your RX and go fly. I’m asking $325 or
best offer.
Call George Joy at 748-2167.

Peak Charge

Classified ads:
Great Stuff !!
from Wayne Walker
(619) 284-6119

Turbo Coolers
Keep batteries cool. 12V fan, 4” tube.
Reg $29.95 Now only
$23.96
Fast Eddie Kits
Sport, pylon plane for 05

Need radar Gun!
The club needs the use of a radar speed
gun for one day during the San Diego
Mid Winter Fly-in. If any one has access to one or knows where it may be obtained, please contact the event co
ordinator, Lynn Heffern. You may reach
him by Email at <lth@aol.com> or phone
at 463-3227.
Also, if there are any special events you
would like to see at this event, contact
Lynn and he’ll see if we can fit it in.

Charging the air with excitement

P.O. Box 496 Willis, TX 77378
(409) 856-4630
E-Mail: 76221.2446@compuserve.com

SkaT

NEU FAI
SPEED CONTROLLERS
Prices for Club Members Only.
3 Micro FAI Speed Controllers:
High rate, proportional, opto-isolaion, soft start, soft brake, no glitch
start-up, very light (9 grams without wires), all operate on 6-18
ce lls,
S MT
con str uction.
Th r e e
mode ls
available :
40 Amps max.
$55.00
60 Amps max.
$65.00
80 Amps max.
$75.00
2 Classic FAI Speed Controllers:
High rate, proportional, opto-isolaion, soft start, soft brake, no glitch
start-up, light weight (25 grams
without wires), SMT constuction.
Both rated at 85+ Amps max.
Tw o
mode ls
avai lable :
FAI-HV (8-30 cells)
$75.00
FAI-LV (7-20 cells)
$75.00
Contact: Steve Neu 284-0816

Speed 400
Pylon Racer
Kit: $69.95

SANYO
BATTERIES

1700SCRC
$4.50 ea.
RC2000
$6.50 ea.
N500AR
$3.50 ea.
KR-600AE
$2.25 ea.
Robbe Power 400 6V $10.00 ea.
Robbe 6 X 3.5 Folder $11.00 ea.
Add $1.00/cell for “Zapping”
Steve Belknap (619) 693-8188

Diversity Model Aircraft

$15.00

Cadcat Fuselages
Fiberglass fuses for pylon racing. For 05
on 7 cells. Wing plans included $40.00

SEFSD VIDEO LIST
See Fred Harris, the Librarian.
One month free borrow.

A CELEBRATION OF EAGLES ( AMA )
Float Flying ( John Sullivan )
Airborne R/C Video (Fred Harris)
Gas to Electric Conversion
Airplane (Joe Wurts)
Getting Started in Electric Flight
Air Force Top Gun
1994 KRC Electric Fly
A-10 Warthog
1996 KRC Electric Fly
Basic Construction for Beginners
Lets get Serious About Electric Flight
Basic Flight Training for beginners
Monokote
Byron Originals Show Season 1985
Monokote-II
Cutting Foam Cores
1996 NATS-Video Highlights
Desert Storm-Tornado
Polyspan Covering Instructions
Double Eagle
Power for Performance
Electric Flight
R/C Flying
Electric Flight & Schneider Cup
The Schneider Sport Electric
Electrifying the Fantasy
T-Birde (Thunderbirds)
F-16 Falcon
Vacuum Bagging
Wring it Out
Wring it Out-II

Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego
Membership and Renewal Application
NAME: Last___________________ First_________________ Middle Initial______
DATE OF BIRTH _____/_____/_____
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________
CITY ______________________ STATE___________ ZIP________________
PHONE: (H)________________________ (W)__________________________
FREQUENCIES USED FOR ELECTRIC ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____
AMA NUMBER: _______________________ Dues Paid _______________
Note: AMA membership required to fly
Date _______________

Bring to club meeting or mail with Xerox copy of AMA card and a check for
$20.00 ($15.00 for subscription only, $10.00 for under 18 and additional family
members) dues to: SEFSD, 1319 Reed Ave., San Diego, CA 92109

SEFSD c/o Steve Belknap
10223 Kaiser Place
San Diego, CA 92126

