
Calendar
July

4 BBQ & Funfly
5 Pylon Racing
15 SEFSD Meeting
18 Static Model Display at Aero

Museum
25 County Swap Meet

August
2 Pylon Races
19 SEFSD Meeting

September
6 Pylon Races
15 SEFSD Meeting

July Meeting
Agenda

Fiesta Island Field

Show & Tell
Bill’s Cub

Entertainment
Don Westergren & Ron Clem
   Distance Record story - See p.5

Raffle Prizes
54” Goldberg Zipper Kit
Clancy Speedy Bee
Battery Powered Soldering Iron
Stop Watch
Higgly Covering Trimmer
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PEAK
CHARGE

Dedicated to the promotion of electric propulsion in all types of aeromodeling.

Addendum to last month:
By Bruce Cronkhite

Yes, it’s true that it is very difficult to do “touch and go’s” with a glider that has a
folding prop. However, comma, remember that a previous article said that the quality of
the landing is determined by the quality of the approach. Particularly with a glider, you
can tell very well while on final whether your landing will be a good one or not.

So, make approaches. Save some battery so that you can make several low approaches,
down to the point where you can say, “I’ve got it made”, or “I’m short”, or “I’m going to
land in Sea World”, or something.

That will accomplish the same thing….practice!

USEFUL   A E R O D Y N A M I C S
By Bruce Cronkhite

FIRST OF A SERIES, MAYBE

What I mean here is Aerodynamic Principles that are useful to us as average, but
enthusiastic, modelers. Not to say that a complete understanding of aerodynamics

isn’t useful to us. But unless you are designing your own model, a thorough knowledge of
aerodynamics isn’t necessary.

There are, however some definitions and principles that you can make use of in choos-
ing a new model, adjusting it for the kind of flying you want to do with it, and modifying
it should you want to improve it. In these days of Cyano, doing some “bashing “is much
easier than it used to was.

So here are some terms and definitions that you can use. Included are some plain
corrections to some common misconceptions that even the pundits of the modeling press
have been pedaling.

Tail Volume coefficient  (we’ll start with a high-falutin’ sounding one )
There is a nice equation for this that is not necessary  to know to use the principle.  If

you have an airplane with a long tail moment arm ( the distance from the wing to the
stabilizer) and a large stabilizer area (related to the wing area) you have a large Tail Vol-
ume Coefficient. It should be pretty easy to see that if you have a large TVC your model
will have high pitch stability and the model should be easy to fly.

On the other hand, if the TVC is low you’re model will be sensitive to elevator move-
ment, and also quite aerobatic.

EXAMPLES: All of the Sig Kadets have a large TVC which makes them good train-
ers. On the other hand, Steve Belknap’s “Mad Dog” has a small TVC and you’ve seen how
he can make that thing flop all over the sky.
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Mission Statement
The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is to promote and further the
technology of electric powered R/C aeromodeling: encourage competition in Pylon Rac-
ing, FAI-F5B/D, Scale, Old Timer, and Pattern Electric categories by hosting major In-
dustry sponsored events and sanctioning “Fun-Fly” types of contests; provide forums for
the exchange of technical information, instruction and experience; and participate in dem-
onstrations of electric propulsion in area wide model aviation events.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Wayne Walker

Silent Electric Flyers of
San Diego

Club Information

Web Site:  http://sefsd.org/

1998 Officers:
President Wayne Walker

284-6119 wayne.walker@daou.com
Vice President Bill Everitt
(760)753-1055 75022.1530@compuserve.com

Secretary Bob Davenport
222-4075 bobdport@adnc.com

Treasurer Mike Neale
674-1378 mneale@accucomw.com

Editor Steve Belknap
693-3739 Let1Fly@aol.com

Safety Steve Neu
284-0816 SNEU@aol.com

SEFSD Mentors
These individuals want to help you
(current or potential members) with
your electric-flying questions:

Steve Belknap 693-3739
Wayne Walker 284-6119
Jim Baron 278-8099
Harold Reed 273-6023
Fred Harris 223-3043
Phil Moore (909) 696-1975

Monthly Meeting
Held on the third Wednesday of each
month (no meeting in December) at
7:00 PM. Meeting room is at the San
Diego Aerospace Museum, San Diego,
CA.

Flying Site
Located one half mile East of Sea
World on Sea World Drive.

Membership or Subscription:
Twenty dollars per year for membership.
Fifteen for subscription only. Ten for un-
der 18 or additional family member. Con-
tact Mike Neale at 17140 Tam O’Shanter
Dr., Poway, CA 92064.

Flying
Site

Sea World Drive
I-8

I-5Sea
World

Interstate 5

Hwy 163

Park Bl

Presidents Way

Aero.
Museum

By now everyone should know that we can’t use the area South of the OTL sand area
due to possible endangered species in that area.  For the rest of July we’ll use the

South Shores field & after the OTL games we can start using the OTL field on the south
end.

There are several restrictions to our use of that area, we must stay to the extreme south
when the D.A.R.T. club shoots model rockets on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month,
and there is no access by road when there is a running or bicycling event going around
Fiesta Island.  Other than these restrictions it’s a nice big area away from pedestrian
traffic and when the city smooths it out and we compact a runway it should prove to be a
very nice flying area. We will only use it as a secondary field to the South Shores field.

Details on the OTL site will be available at our next meeting.
Currently the Swap Meet is set for July 25th on the red dirt area, volunteers are needed

to show up at 6AM to help with traffic control and car parking.  The big perk for coming
early is that you get a good parking spot for your car. We’ll try to park the first cars along
the mulch border as a barrier for the Tern area.

The 4th of July BBQ & Fun Fly  was fun, but getting off of the island was very long &
tedious.  [Yeah, I started to feel a little like Gilligan. . . Ed]

The 3rd Annual Fall Fun Fest will be October 10th & 11th and will be primarily for Fun
Flying, All Up Last Down, Scale, including the San Diego Scale, and Pattern & Fun
Aerobatics.  Pylon racing & F5B Handicap will be on Sunday.  Pass the word around and
let’s see how many out of town guests we can have come out this year for a great two days
of camaraderie.

The other date to remember is the 12th through 14th of February 1999!  The 2nd Annual
Mid Winter Electrics is set for Presidents Day weekend again and will be the “Not to
Miss” event of 1999.

Submitted by Howard
Harvey who thinks this
should have been in last
month’s article “Landing”
by Bruce Cronkhite.
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May/June
 Meeting Minutes

Bob Davenport

Letters To The Editor
(The following letters represent the view-
points of the individuals who wrote them,
and should not be misinterpreted as those
of the club as a whole, Peak Charge, or the
editor. Letters are always appreciated.)

There were 32 of our 112 paid-up active members present at seven pm in the audito
rium of the aerospace museum. There also were, at that time,  a total of 18 ‘Peak

Charge’ only memberships plus 21 additional copies that are sent out on a complimentary
basis.  The total copies is not sufficient to justify a change in mailing practices to reduce
the costs according to Larry Olsen who investigated this possibility.  Our club we now
believe is the largest ‘electric only’ flight club in the United States or ‘even’ possibly in the
world. A discussion on club size resulted in a general agreement that the size today is near
optimum in view of the club’s flying site area.  A larger rather than smaller membership
was viewed as preferable to increase the club’s importance and further secure our site.  No
major efforts to expand at this time were suggested however.

 The hoped for club discount buy from Astroflight was cancelled when Astro advised
that the offer was not what we had expected.  Charlie White returned all checks.

 The FAI racing teams will practice at the field on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
month. The meeting in August near Berlin requires the completion of all competition
planes and a general sharpening of talents in the brief time remaining.  All persons who
would like to aid in the practice sessions please do so.  A interesting review of the planes
and pilot status was covered by Jerry Bridgeman [past FAI champ].  This year both equip-
ment and procedure changes should make our USA effort a strong contender for a team
gold medal.  Financial support of our team is needed and the club authorized all proceeds
from the evening raffle to be given to the FAI team. The project is supported by the
AMA but only to a minimum extent.  Extra days, car rentals, and miscellaneous costs are
still a burden to be met.  Team members, assisted by manufacturers donations,  must cover
their plane investments independently.

 Larry Olsen volunteered to take the position of SEFSD Publicist and assist in send-
ing out local notices and handbills.

 Mike Neale, our treasurer reported the bank balance was $2611.81.
 Three new planes were displayed and a demonstration of a new German ducted fan

unit was conducted by Bill Knoll.  PHred Harris’s Partenavia lived up to it’s builder’s
reputation for quality and has shown the great performance characteristics of this design
in field trials.  Jack Hawks gave us a look at his new Sig Senorita which he equipped as a
tail dragger and covered in Solartex.

 The raffle resulted in Phred carrying off the big prize, a Cermark-Astro Porterfield
kit. Other prizes were won by Bill Everitt, Stephane Gervais, and Bill Knoll.

June Meeting Minutes
By Harold Reed

Bob Davenport has snuck out again He says hehad brain surgery (likely story) .  WE
all wish Bob well . He's been a stalwart in our club and we do miss him.  No actual

business was conducted at the meeting due the swap meet. Wayne did discuss the Least
Tern nesting site near our field, and advised all that the X Games would be using our
flying site for a parking lot.  We have been tentatively offered an alternate area on Fiesta
island, Wayne says that he has been over this with Park officials and they seem amenable
to some arrangement there.  Bruce Cronkhite reviewed some of the test data as regards
frequency interference, and will continue investigating this as the possibility of two fields
can create some problems.Bruce emphasized that this was not conclusive at this point ,
only exploratory.   The swap meet took up the rest of the evening.

Blister Fix
Hi Steve.
It's too hot and windy to even think

about flight ops, so I decided I'd better put
that fuse you sent me to good use.  The sec-
ond time around, it's remarkable how fast
this goes.  It's now painted and ready for
hardware installation.  I must say, it's good
to see it back in one piece.

I also took the opportunity to repair a
couple of blisters where the wing skins had
delaminated (I was a little TOO stingy with
the laminating epoxy, and one day I left it
sitting out in the sun; bad combination).  My
technique for doing this is to drill a small
hole in the middle of the blister, and then
insert the pipette of my odorless CA bottle.
I slowly meter in thin CA, alternatingly
squeezing and releasing the skin so that the
air is "burped" out and the CA is wicked
progressively deeper into the void.  When I
can't force any more air out, I then start
squeezing the blister down to force the ex-
cess CA back out.  Eventually, I have it to
the point that I can lay the wing on a folded
towel and then force the skin down with
the palm of my hand.  After a few minutes,
it's as good as new (that is, after I fill the
hole with white putty and touch up the
paint).

Jim Ryan

Thank you

Jack Gollaher
for your thoughtful donation of your elec-
tric modeling supplies and models.  As per
your wishes, all items were given to those
who thought they had a need for them.
Even though, due to health, Jack is no
longer able to model with us in person, a
part of his legacy will continue on with us
and future modelers for a very long time.
This may have closed a chapter in Jack’s life
but it has helped write new chapters for oth-
ers.  Come out & visit your stuff sometime!
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The Modeltech ARF Cub sold by Hobby Shack has a small TVC because of its short tail moment. If it were a good scale J3 that
would not be the case. But that small TVC makes that airplane a handful and subject to stall and snap-rolling due to it’s elevator
sensitivity, as some of you have seen.

Tom Hunt, of Modelair-Tech, is one of those who believe (rightly) that too large a stabilizer just adds drag. So his “Stick” series
models all have a minimum safe size stab. What this means to us, however, is that we should not get the balance point far aft or we will
have a handfull trying to fly it.

When you go to choose a new airplane, think about the Tail Volume Coefficient. Don’t worry about the numerical value of it unless
you are after a model for a specific purpose, like racing. You can see for yourself whether you think it has a large or small stabilizer, and
whether it has a long or short tail moment arm.  Then look very serious and shake your head and tell the salesman that you think the
model’s  Tail Volume Coefficient is too small, and you’re really looking for a trainer. He won’t understand what you’re talking about, but
he’ll be convinced that you do..

Stabilizer Incidence
“My airplane flies around tail-low all the time. I guess I’ll have to increase the stabilizer incidence to raise the tail.”
Wrong. The stabilizer incidence has nothing at all to do with the attitude of the airplane in level flight. The airplane will fly at the

attitude that puts the wing at whatever angle of attack is necessary to generate enough lift to equal the weight of the model. Whatever
fuselage pitch attitude this results in is where it has to fly. The combination of stabilizer incidence and elevator deflection necessary to
achieve this angle of attack of the wing is where you will have to fly the model.

If you want to raise the tail you will have to increase the wing incidence. You’ll see this is true if you think about it.
It is the job of the tail, both horizontal and vertical, to make the wing fly at the required angles with respect to the air stream. The

fuselage is just there to tie them together.
You do want the fuselage to fly at the attitude of the airplane velocity vector: that is, its direction of flight, or at zero AOA. Unless it

is a specially designed fuselage for lifting or other purpose it will have minimum drag at this attitude. So don’t ignore a tail-low or high
flight attitude. You can fix this.

Enough for now, but there is always

The downwind turn……… left for later.
And again I would remind you; for exact and mathematical definitions of the principles discussed here see Martin Simons, ”Model

Aircraft Aerodynamics”

By Bruce Cronkhite

Angle of attack is probably the single most important aerodynamic concept used to define the performance characteristics of an
airplane. It is not possible to determine the value of most of the parameters that describe the flight of an airplane without first

knowing the angle of attack.
General Definition: Angle of Attack is the angle between any surface and the airflow vector. It is the angle between the airflow vector

and the projection of that vector on the symmetry plane of the surface. This may sound like fancy mathematical talk, but it must be used
this way to describe, also, what angle of attack is not. It is not the angle between the airflow and the airfoil chord line. If it were you could
not explain dihedral, which we’ll get to later.

It is also not pitch angle, or angle of incidence, or decalage, or any other term.
In the most important case Angle of Attack is used to define the lift and drag of a wing. Maybe you’ve seen the expression cL/a curve

that shows how the lift produced by a particular airfoil is related to the angle of attack.
Now DIHEDRAL:
Dihedral is the angle in the roll axis of the plane that is made by wing axis related to the horizontal symmetry plane. Call it

polyhedral, anhedral, or whatever you wish, it’s still that angle.
It’s much more important to know what dihedral does. Except for very rare cases, dihedral causes a roll action in response to any yaw

action, whether caused by a rudder deflection or some other destabilizing phenomenon
“Yeah”, says Charlie, “I know that’s what it does, but how does it do that?”
Angle of attack, by the general definition, is the answer.
Consider the extreme case where the airplane is flying sideways. The upwind wing is at a very positive angle of attack, and the

downwind wing is at a very negative angle of attack, even though the wing airfoil has zero angle of attack on both sides. The upwind
surface now generates significant positive lift, and the downwind surface generates negative, rolling the aircraft. The amount of roll
force is proportional to the yaw angle.

In the same way, a rudder deflection will cause a roll in the direction of the yaw. If you hold in the rudder deflection; aha, a rudder roll.
Watch out for the pitch attitude, but that’s another story.   Till next time.

and
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New World  D i s t a n c e  Record Set By Ron Clem
By Don Westergren

S unday June 14th, Ron Clem and the Pack Rat Team flew Ron’s
Avenger model 517 miles non-stop from La Moine CA to LA (Sepulveda Basin).

The flight took 11 hours 41 minutes.  After 2 years of preparation, one other record
flight attempt and  several modifications, the record flight started and was aborted on
Saturday June 13.  The model flew about 35 miles and suddenly the engine quit.
A super landing on the shoulder under an overpass ended that attempt.  The engine
quit when the carb fell out.  Ron had filed for a record sanction for both Saturday and
Sunday.  A new set screw and some LockTite and we were ready for Sunday.

The team, composed of Ron Clem (Pilot), Don Westergren (Alt. Pilot), George
Finch (NAA/AMA Observer/CD), Bob Murphy (Driver), Boyd Jalmarson (2nd
Driver) and Gary Thompson (Alt CD and Photographer) stayed over for the flight at
dawn, Sunday.  This time the engine worked fine as we flew down the Central Valley
until we got to Sacramento.  As we approached the city congestion, the model lost
altitude and we stopped to circle and climb above 60 ft.  The plane wouldn’t climb,
full throttle for 10 minutes and it was still at 60 ft.  There was no good place to land
but Ron decided to try a landing, as he throttled back the plane began to climb!  A
few minutes later we were up to 300 ft and rolling.  The rest of the flight with limited
power available was a challenge.  We started climbing about 40 miles from the moun-
tains at Grapevine.  We cleared the overpass at the top of  Tehon Pass by 20 ft.  We
flew through Valentia at 20 mph with a 30-40 mph crosswind.  I still don’t know if we
flew through or over the power lines entering Van Nuys.  The truck with Boyd and
Gary following us had a flat at Valentia and was left behind.  We flew into Sepulveda
Basin where Ron had arranged ahead of time to protect our frequency.  We circled the
field several times and landed exactly on the “Spot” designated as the destination.
The rules require landing within 500 meters.  It was over and we were tired.  The
euphoria didn’t sink in until later, when the rest of the crew got there.

The carb was very loose, but held on by just one loose set screw.  The other screw
was laying loose in the cowl so nothing was dropped. Diesel engines are amazing!  All
that and we still had a comfortable fuel margin.  The record has to be recorded with
the NAA, with maps filed to calculate the official distance.  Ron flew about 60%, Don
the other 40%. It’s too early to get the pictures for publication here, so the Avenger
drawing is shown. Span 81 inches, length 55.5 inches. Engine is an Irving .20 Diesel.

San Marcos Chamber Of Commerce - Summer Fair
Sunday, July 12, 1998 - 9:00am - noon (3rd year)

The Palomar R/C Flyers were invited to put on a flight demonstration to entertain the many spectators, vendors and attendees at the
street fair.  The Palomar R/C Flyers will be demonstrating in the area just west of the civic center - between the Spaghetti Factory

restaurant and the Civic Center. This area is a large open area approximately 500 ft. long and 350 ft. wide and bounded by roads on all
sides with scattered grass and weeds. On the corner of Twin Oaks Valley Rd and San Marcos Blvd. Any AMA flyer is invited to
participate.  The size of the area is ideal for helicopters and small, low airspeed or fun-fly type aircraft. The East edge of the flying area
is bounded by a long grassy knoll which will accommodate both spectators and displa aircraft. The display last year drew many inter-
ested people and was especially interesting to the youth in the area.  Palomar R/C will provide a display of typical R/C aircraft from
9:00am until Noon., Flight demonstrations will be made during this period. Time is available to make about 45 demonstration flights.
All pilots must bring AMA cards in order to participate in the flight demonstrations. Other Club members and R/C enthusiasts are
invited to participate by bringing display aircraft to the site. Come early to facilitate parking and unloading.

For additional information contact Gary Thompson, CD, at 1 800 739-6221 (page) or leave a message at 794-4665 or e-mail at
70243.2056@compuserve.com.  I would suggest bringing a lawn chair. Your participation is essential to help the club control the flying
area. Earn some Palomar bucks too!.  This should be a very enjoyable event for everyone. Please contact me by phone or at anytime to
let me know that you plan to be involved or if you just have questions.

Gary Thompson



Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego Peak Charge

Plane Memories
(This is another letter written by Emil Caluory to Russ Tynan about some of his early memories of airplanes in the military-Ed.)

RUSS,

The circling of the C-54’s, over head, at Kelly Field, in San Antonio, Texas was at first of little concern to me directly, as I thought
I was “settled-in” on the XC-99.  Until I screwed up with the tiny purple handled common screw driver and the miniature water-

pumps offset pliers, on the no.’s 5 & no. 6 engines.
Then they had me quietly transferred to McChord Field, in Tacoma, Washington.
Originally, I think about 75 guys were mobilized and flew up with the C-54’s.  I temporarily was envious of their getting to ride in the

C-54’s, but not the climate that they were going to, on account of my “bad-ear”.  I was later Shang-hyied, alone, on the same assignment,
just a little later.  But after all said and done, I at least got to ride in a lone C-46 Curtiss “Commando”, ex-”Hump-Flyer”, by a couple
of reserve pilots suddenly re-callbd up to active duty, because they were “familiar” with an obsolete aircraft.

So my being a”regular”,I could”pull-rank”(?).  Anyway they just about let me have “the-run-of-the plane”, all to myself.  We stayed
overnight at Ogden, Utah.  As they hesitated to ontest my sometime desire to “hang-out in the cockpit (I liked to stand behind the pilot
on take-offs and landings), I over heard their worrying about the weather.  They kept asking each other about this and that, to the point
of my wondering just how long they had been gone.

So even though they were officers and I was a buck-ass-private, I sort of got the big-head, I sort of “took-the-bull-by-the-homs” and
began to take on an authoritative/responsible airs/stance.  Since I was the only “regular”.  The more I think about it they were just
humoring me,where they could afford to.

In the morning, I took it upon myself to early-check the weather and went out side to take a look, before they were even up yet for
breakfast.  Low and behold, I spied what looked like a big dark cloud formation, way off in the distance.  So, I rushed inside the barracks
building, and had the night duty military guy wake up the pilots prematurely, and we all rushed out to the flight line, to “beat-the-
weather”, without breakfast.  Everyone was yawning, stretching and groaning, I was the only one taking this all seriously, to the point of
not feeling the lack of sleep.

After we became airborne, it was noticed how clear the sky was, with the dawn getting brighter, no sun yet.  “what happened to your
big cloud bank/in-coming-front ?” “Just suddenly blew away”?  So I pointed to it and asked “what’s that?”.  Their reply was, “them’s
mountains!! “ and looked me good, with surprise, in their eyes. (“you woke us up in the middle of the night, with no breakfast, for THIS
! ?! “) [well, how da hell did I know there were mountains around here.  I never seen mountains before, and we landed here after dark!
I was just trying to HELP]

The rest of the flight I received funny silent glances, and between them.  So much for my “regular” credibility over “inept” RE-
SERVES.

Boy did I get HUNGRY, after that.
We landed at Walla Walla, Washington.  Did I say landed, damn near not.  What a place to put an air base.  There was this great big

lake, at one end, so it made it hard to judge the height over the water, and it was practically dead calm.  So the first pass we made (they
made), was over the water and we’re weaving and bobbing all over the place, trying to line up and the runway is coming up fast.  Then
I noticed that the tower was franticly flashing a red light at us, ( who else ?).  And I conveyed this new knowledge, to the pilots, who
quite naturally were reluctant to believe me but, but finally took a look for themselves.

BINGO.  They powered up and started a go around, and gave the tower a holler, and sure enough we were landing down wind, The
damn runway looked as wide as it was long, Because of the optical elusion, the higher we got, the shorter the runway looked, because of
it’s tremendous width.  The pilots sincerely thanked me, and I was back among the “living”.

This time they went way out to really line-up, and were worrying about the gas level. (This had better be it). We were so low, the
runway actually disappeared.  And then reappeared as we regained altitude.  The damn place had a huge lake at one end of the runway
and a 500 ft. drop-off at the other end.  I’d always had wanted aircraft carrier duty, but not just/right now.  It still seemed like we were
still coming in pretty damn fast, yet.  They slammed her down so hard, onto the runway, that my knees buckled, standing behind the
pilot’s seat, that I don’t know which made the most noise, the landing or my jaw cropping down on the back of the pilot’s seat, as my
body dove for the floor.  Even the pilots interrupted their attempt to slow down the airplane, to keep us from going into the drink, to ask
me if I was alright.  Man, we’re a functioning team for survival, NOW!!?! That’s the last time I stood up behind the pilot’s seat or any
other seat, for that matter.

By the time we came to a full halt/stop, the right main wheel of the landing gear was off the pavement of the runway and we were
about 30 - 45 degrees to the left.  They had to send for a tow-bar and tug, because there may not have been enough distance left to try
and turn us back onto the pavement, without first going completely off the runway and really getting stuck.

After we finally caught our breaths, I noticed all the F-84’s and F-86’s, all over the ramp, with checkerboard, lightening bolts, flashes
and strips, in black, yellow, blue, green and purple.  While I was wondering around, I mossyied over by the orderly room/building , and
there was this guy digging a big deep hole, right smack in the middle of the lawn, out in front.  It was this tall, blonde Polack, from basic
training, who had really complained about not getting assigned back at Detroit, where he was from, He had told me that he had worked
in a tank plant and had slept inside the tanks, until the shift was over, for 3 to 5 bucks an hour for doing nothing.  That was big bucks
back in ’49.

We finished the rest of the trip on into McChord Field, Tacoma, Washington.  I don’t seem to remember any of it.
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[The following gem is reprinted form the Wednesday, October 12, 1960 CONVAIRIETY Newsletter found in Jack Gollaher’s
modeling stuff that he graciously donated to his modeling friends.-Ed.]

Planes at War
Catalinas First Convair Airplanes
To See Action in World War II

(This is 45th consecutive issue of Convairiety to carry an installment of Convair’s history.  It begins a report on how Convair fared in
wartime.)

Two Convair planes were produced in volume during World War II-more than 2,000 PBY flying boats and 18,000 B-24 bomb
ers.  They served with distinction in every American theater and both saw action with the British prior to Pearl Harbor, and

with several of the Allies.
Perhaps the most celebrated PBY was a Coastal Command Catalina that found the German battleship Bismarck 550 miles West of

Land’s End on May 26, 1941, some 24 hours after she had given the slip to Royal Navy surface vessels.  Attacked and driven off, the
PBY passed the word that brought a giant air-sea force (including more British Catalinas) to hound and harry Bismarck to her death
May 27.

For the American forces, the PBY combat diary began a few minutes after sunrise Dec. 7, 1941, when a patrolling PBY sighted the
periscope of a Japanese midget submarine off the entrance to Pearl Harbor. At 6:33 a.m. the pilot, Lt. William P. Tanner, dropped
smoke pots to mark the spot, and a few minutes later the destroyer Ward attacked and sank the vessel.  This was the Pacific Fleet’s
opening action of the war.

The few PBYs (three) that were aloft that Sunday morning were lucky.  Of the 36 stationed at Kaneohe Bay, only these escaped
Japanese air attacks that began at 7:55. Twenty-seven were destroyed and six damaged. In the Philippines the advent of war was not
much happier.  The eyes of the Asiatic Fleet consisted of 28 Cats in Patrol Wing 10 (Capt.  F. D. Wagner), based on the tenders Langley
and Childs at Manila Bay and Olongapo; and four at Davao mothered by the tender William B. Preston.  In the first few weeks 25 were
expended in gallant efforts to stem the Japanese invasion.

Soon evacuation became the principal occupation of the flying boats.
On Dec. 24 two PBYs ferried Maj. Gen. L. H. Brereton, commander
of the Army Far Eastern Air Force, and his staff to Australia.  Such
flights continued in the following months. On April 30, only a week
before the final surrender, two Catalinas made a hazardous trip from
Australia to take off some 50 persons-key officers of Gen. MacArthur’s
staff, and Army nurses.  One boat was wrecked and another damaged
in landing at Mindanao.  Crewmen of the second aircraft succeeded in
patching most of the hull, then, with true American resourcefulness,
they placed the plumpest nurse directly over the largest remaining leak
and so managed to take off for Australia.”*

The turn of the tide in the Pacific started with victory in the naval
Battle of Midway in the summer of 1942.  This was a carrier-plane
show, but the Cats stole a little of it.

Ens. Jack Reid’s PBY made the first contact with the Japanese fleet
the morning of June 3, sighting the supply train on a patrol nearly 700
miles west of Midway.  Next morning Lt. W. L. Richards led four
PBY-5As in a courageous torpedo attack on these fleet elements, and
Ens.  Gaylord D. Probst, reported missing after the action, scored a hit
on the oiler Akebono Maru.

The main enemy striking force was discovered June 4 by Lts. Howard
Ady and William Chase, co-pilots of a PBY-5 search plane.  They sent
repeated messages giving distance and bearing, then managed to elude
planes launched against them by four Japanese carriers.  After the Battle
of Midway had been won, Cdr. Massie Hughes sent PBYs on daily
flights to search for missing aviators.  From bobbing life rafts they
rescued 27-including the aforementioned Ens. Probst.

*Morison, History of U. S. Naval Operations in World War II,’Vol.
III.

PLANES AT WAR-Convair PBYs were in forefront in early years
of World War II, and added many a gallant chapter to struggle.
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ATTITUDE
By Bruce Cronkhite

Today the term attitude has taken on a whole new meaning. It used to be that when a person’s attitude was described it was also used
in terms of the type of attitude the person had. “His attitude is good (or bad).  Nowadays that’s not the case. A person is simply said

to “have an attitude”, and the type of attitude is left unsaid. It is generally held to be some sort of negative attribute.
The other day some of us were sitting around at the new Fiesta Island sit talking about what we thought needed to be done to make

the site useable for flying. Presently the “runway” is a one-track dirt road, straight but narrow. We were considering if and how much it
had to be widened.  One of our members showed up and joined the conversation while putting together his large model. ( It must be
noted here that this person would call himself a student, and not one of our “hot-rocks” Not to put too fine a point on it, he is not known
for his precision landings).  His only real comment about the “runway” was that we should not get carried away with making the runway
too wide, because if it is narrow the pilot is forced to learn how to fly and handle a narrow runway.

Then, while we held our collective breaths, he took off, flew around quite a bit, and landed right down the middle off the road.  I must
admit that his second landing was a little off center and went into the short weeds.  His comment was, ”See, I never had to do that
before, so I had to learn something”

You want to talk about attitude…… May his tribe increase.

Read my Lips!
No - New - Flying - Field!!

Ah the fickle finger of fate done grabbed us again.  I talked to Dennis today and it appears that we haveput them on the spot by
moving into the nice place we had chosen.  This is and has been some sort of bird sanctuary!!!  The entry road will likely be

eliminated and they are not allowed to do any earth work in there. Bottom line is:  We're out'a there, buddies.  I observed the grading
they are doing right now in the OTL area. Dennis says it would (for him ) a simple matter to scrape us out a place. The grading they are
doing looks quite good and it looks as though they could make us a nice enough field down there.  Dennis is ready to go for it , but my
club rules do not allow me to make a final decision here. I need to either receive some sort of blessing from our power structure or one
of our gods must contact Dennis with a go ahead!!!!!

Dennis Simmons  ph. 581 9975
Upon approval I can work with the crew as to the layout we need.

P.S. Dennis says they will shortly change the combination on the locks as too many people have access. This is a frequentlydone thing
apparently. He also thinks that this fall our regular field may well be back in normal operation.

I await your command(s)
        bzrd (Harold Reed)

Wayne Says:

I just talked to Dennis & he says that the biologists are studying the area we've been in (Fiesta Island) & therefore he can't do any
grading there & we need to stop flying there.  He will grade us an area on the south end of the OTL site after the OTL games. Until

then we can only use the So Shores Field.
Please pass the word around.

Harold, many thanks for reporting on this & working with Dennis to get us the best possible site we can have at the time.
Wayne

FIELD TRIP TO CHINO AIR MUSEUM:
It has been suggested that the club take a field trip to the Chino Air Museum.  It's about an hour and a half drive one way, and we

plan to car pool up and back.  We're thinking about some time in August or September.  If you think you'd like to go contact Lynn
Heffern at the field or <lth10@aol.com> and suggest a date convenient to you.  We'll choose the time most people can go and publish
it. Thanks, Lynn Heffern
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SEFSD c/o Steve Belknap
10223 Kaiser Place
San Diego, CA 92126

Annual San Diego County Association of Model Clubs

Static Model Display
in front of the Aerospace Museum

Saturday, July 18, 1998, from 8:00am 1:00pm
Please help represent our club by coming out and showing your models.

Contact Bill Everitt at (760) 753-1055 if you would like to participate.


