
SEFSD Newsletter October 1998 VolumeVIII  Issue 10

PEAK
CHARGE

Dedicated to the promotion of electric propulsion in all types of aeromodeling.

Calendar
October

4 Pylon Races
10,11    Fall Fun Fest
21 SEFSD Meeting

November
8 Pylon Races
10 SEFSD Meeting
22 Otay float Fly
22 Sepulveda Funfly
20-22 Arizona Jet Ralley

December
6  Pylon Races
6 SEFSD Christmas Dinner

October Meeting
Agenda

Officer Nominations
Christmas Party

Entertainment
KRC Report

Show and Tell
YOU - Bring something
Neu’s ME-110
Bill’s T-33

Raffle
AT6 Texan Kit 36”
Battery Pack
Hot Mit



Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego Peak Charge

Mission Statement
The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is to promote and further the
technology of electric powered R/C aeromodeling: encourage competition in Pylon Rac-
ing, FAI-F5B/D, Scale, Old Timer, and Pattern Electric categories by hosting major In-
dustry sponsored events and sanctioning “Fun-Fly” types of contests; provide forums for
the exchange of technical information, instruction and experience; and participate in dem-
onstrations of electric propulsion in area wide model aviation events.

Silent Electric Flyers of
San Diego

Club Information

Web Site:  http://sefsd.org/

1998 Officers:
President Wayne Walker

284-6119 wayne.walker@daou.com
Vice President Bill Everitt
(760)753-1055 75022.1530@compuserve.com

Secretary Bob Davenport
222-4075 bobdport@adnc.com

Treasurer Mike Neale
674-1378 mneale@accucomw.com

Editor Steve Belknap
693-3739 Let1Fly@aol.com

Safety Steve Neu
284-0816 SNEU@aol.com

SEFSD Mentors
These individuals want to help you
(current or potential members) with
your electric-flying questions:

Steve Belknap 693-3739
Wayne Walker 284-6119
Jim Baron 278-8099
Harold Reed 273-6023
Fred Harris 223-3043
Phil Moore (909) 696-1975

Monthly Meeting
Held on the third Wednesday of each
month (no meeting in December) at
7:00 PM. Meeting room is at the San
Diego Aerospace Museum, San Diego,
CA.

Flying Site
Located one half mile East of Sea
World on Sea World Drive.

Membership or Subscription:
Twenty dollars per year for membership.
Fifteen for subscription only. Ten for un-
der 18 or additional family member. Con-
tact Mike Neale at 17140 Tam O’Shanter
Dr., Poway, CA 92064.

Flying
Site

Sea World Drive
I-8

I-5Sea
World

Interstate 5

Hwy 163

Park Bl

Presidents Way

Aero.
Museum

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Wayne Walker

The turn out on Saturday the 19th of September at 8:30 AM for our semi-annual field
maintenance day was just great! We cleared the Field of lumps & bumps, cleaned off

the accumulated sand from the carpets and re-laid them for a clean pits area. Bruce laid
new chalk markings for the runway, pit safety lines and takeoff and landing ends. Now all
we need is someone to make a proposal to the Parks & Rec. Dept. to put up a split rail
fence next to the curb so as to keep curb jumpers from coming in on the field from behind
& we’ll be all set! Any volunteers to write this up so we can get on the agenda? I’d like to
hear from someone to see this great idea of Bill Knoll’s through, it would really add a lot
to the whole area.

The proposal for the Fiesta Island & Mulch area flying sites for the San Diego World
Championships 2000 is stuck due to no map or plot plan to show them what we want. It
should be finished by the meeting time to show what we have in mind.

The FALL FUN FEST was a little low key this year due to a lack of advertising and
preparation by myself, but we still had a good turnout for the All Up Last Down. George
Joy was Last Down with at Speed 400 Climax, Howie Harvey was next with the Viagra
Special (it always stays UP), and third was Bill Allan with the AmeicaWest 650. I man-
aged to throw a prop blade and just missed being the FIRST DOWN by a minute or so!
Everyone had a great time and I think Bill Knoll gets Pilots Choice Award for his T-33
Fan Jet!  It was easily the best anyone has seen an electric fan jet fly to date, and its really
the straight-out-of the-box  kit from Kyosho, the only real big mod was using the Aveox
1114 motor instead of the supplied 480 can motor, and 12 cells instead of 8 in the battery.

I’ll be out of town for the next two weeks so Bill Everitt & Steve Belknap will run the
meeting with the first item of business to be nominations for Club Officers.  Now’s your
chance to get even & have someone new for a President! So let’s see some nominations
and also take a vote on the 94th Aero Squadron for our December Christmas Dinner.
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September
 Meeting Minutes

Bob Davenport

Letters To The Editor
(The following letters represent the view-
points of the individuals who wrote them,
and should not be misinterpreted as those
of the club as a whole, Peak Charge, or the
editor. Letters are always appreciated.)

The meeting was opened by Wayne Walker.  We are having a field maintenance day
Saturday the 19th.  Lynn Heffern reported on the field trip to the Planes of Fame air

museum at Chino.  Seven members attended and found a number of interesting planes
which our own Aero Space Museum doesn’t have.  Of the German planes there was a
Salamander jet, a Komet rocket plane and also, interestingly enough, a Japanese copy of
the Komet.  There were three Snyder Cup racers and several pylon racers, a crashed Japa-
nese Betty bomber in a patch of jungle, old Bell X1 rocket planes, two Zero’s, two P40
Warhawks, a Corsair, several Mustangs and many others both common and rare.  It takes
about an hour and a half to get there and is well worth the trip.

November  20, 21st and 22nd there will be the Arizona Jet Rally over by Phoenix.
This year they have set aside two hours in the morning for Electric Ducted Fan flying. I
went last year and was very impressed with the event.  There were probably around 100
high quality scale jets, 3 with the new turbine engines.  If there are any club members
interested in going as a group, contact Lynn Heffern.  We’ll get a car pool going.  Also,
about an hour away  is the Pima Air Museum over in Tucson.  We could stop by there
before we come back.

Bill Knoll went to Washington state on vacation. While he was there he entered a local
gas club’s fun fly and won all the events with his little Tlush Mite.  They were very im-
pressed.  Perhaps we have a few new E power converts.

Robin Stribley, from the Park and Recreation department gave an interesting talk on
the efforts to create nesting areas for the Least Terns around the bay.  Our field had 9
nesting sites and produced a single viable chick this year.  Robin said they have two nest-
ing periods in June and July.  She feels that the mulching they have done will discourage
the terns from coming back next year.

Next month the two Steves will report on this years KRC.

Lynn Heffern

Food & Fun at the

Fourth Annual SEFSD
Christman Dinner

held again at the

94th Aero Squadron.

Sunday, December 6th

What a great way to cap off a very
successfull year.

We’ll be taking a show of hands at the
October meeting.  Please be ready to sign
up at the November meeting.  Cost is still
$22.00.

Officer Nominations

Throw the BUMS out!

Please!

We (the BUMS) need a
break.

You (the throwers) need
new BUMS!

Your old tired worn out bedraggled
President and Editor have been at it for sev-
eral years now and could use a change of
pace.  You, the members, deserve some new
blood in office.  I know I’m getting a little
burnt-out writing this newsletter and would
love to see someone take it over with some
fresh ideas.  Wayne, our president, wouldn’t
mind a sort of impeachment himself, even
if he doesn’t have any “stains” on his record.
Give it a thought folks and see if there any
positions you would like to nominate some-
one for.  Thanks.

Model Aircraft Drone
Crosses Atlantic

See the following web sites:

"http://www.abcnews.com/sections/sci-
ence/DailyNews/plane980821.html",

"http://www.BoM.GOV.AU/bmrc/
m e s o / N e w / A e r o s o n d e /
atlantic_attempt.htm#Success",

"http://www.BoM.GOV.AU/bmrc/
meso/New/aerohome.htm"

Chuck Grim
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AEROBATICS - The Axial Roll
By Bruce Cronkhite

The loop we discussed last time is the easiest to do
because you use only one control: the elevator. The

next maneuver, and the most used in aerobatic competi-
tion, in various forms, is the roll. The roll is simply a
rotation of the airplane about the “Y”, or longitudinal
axis (as the loop is a rotation about the pitch axis). The
problem is that the roll requires the use of two controls,
the roll and the pitch controls, to do it well.

Back in the old days (I was there, ‘cause I’m old too) we rolled our rudder only R/C airplanes using -surprise- rudder only. Remember
that in an airplane without ailerons the rudder is the primary roll control.

But we also used the elevator (stabilizer) to complete the roll at the same altitude we started at. The stabilizer was set at enough
negative incidence to cause a significant pitch-up at high speed. We started the roll from a spiral dive, waited for the nose to come up,
and then applied full rudder. If we were lucky the model would complete a “barrel” roll. It was, however, anything but axial.

In order to make a roll axial we have to use down elevator the overcome the pitch trim in the model used to make the model fly
normally level.

Models with or without ailerons can be made to roll very axially with the correct and careful application of down elevator during the
roll. Now a competition aerobatic pilot will tell you that you must use rudder during the roll also, to make the roll perfectly axial, and he’s

right. But for our purpose we can do a pretty good job
without rudder if we keep the airplane flying fast—
the faster the better.

A roll puts no excessive stress on the model so speed
is good. Particularly with a model that rolls by action
of dihedral, the higher the airspeed the higher the roll
rate.

When you try to do a roll for the first time, get into
level flight at full throttle and apply full left or right
roll command, and hold it. When the airplane is at a
roll angle of about 90 deg. start feeding in down el-
evator. This is intended to keep the nose up (above the
horizon). Overdoing it won’t hurt. You should start
feeding in the down before the model is completely
inverted because if you don’t the model will already
have it’s nose down by that time.

When the model is past 180 deg. of roll start tak-
ing out the elevator so that you will have a little up
elevator when the model is upright again. Don’t for-
get to continue to hold in that roll command all the
time.

The way to screw up a roll is to chicken out and
release the roll command at some point during the roll,
or worse, put in up elevator instead of down. The po-
tential consequences of that should be obvious.

The roll takes practice, so repetition is necessary to
get the timing of the elevator application correct.

Doing a good axial roll is fun, and very satisfying if
you get it right.

Now do two or three in succession. The old AMA
pattern had a maneuver in it called “Three Axial Rolls”.
Lots of fun trying to keep them in a straight line.

22, 1998
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 BENT

Steve Belknap

Due to the incessant demands for an
other installment of my erstwhile Bent

Shaft column I’ve decided to write one this
month.  I haven’t written many this year due
to personal time constraints.  So for all of
you readers salivating next to your mailbox,
here it is:  (Actually, I’m being facetious, no
one has ever mentioned the lack of Bent
Shaft at any time.  Apathy or elation?)

Bruce Cronkhite loves the heck out of
his Sig LT-25!  What a great flying plane;

the perfect sport flyer.  Does all the aero-
batic maneuvers but is stable enough for a
beginner.  All parts laser cut and fit per-
fectly.  No modifications needed to electrify
it.  Weighs 5 LB 3 oz. and uses an A15G
on 16 cells.

Here are several LT-25s with “dancing

girls” in the background.
Mike Neale stands showing off his own

design EPP foamy.  Power is/was a Speed
480G on 8 800 mAh cells.  It flew fine ini-
tially but the 480 just seemed to get tired
after a few flights.  He had a lot of fun with
it until the Earth rose up to smite it. . .

Phillip Pottier is new to the club and is

showing his all foamie that has suffered in-
numerable discourtesies as he has learned
to fly it.  We’ve all been there!

At our Fourth of July get together Pete
Day had a fuselage of his own making and

wing from ???
As we have come to expect, our leader,

Wayne Walker, usually provides some of the
best humor.  This time was no exception!
It started when we heard Wayne say “Oh
s_ _ _!”.  He was flying one of those
Cermark purple ARF gliders when it went
out of control (why does that always hap-
pen to Wayne?).  As we looked up we saw
the glider at full power heading almost
straight down toward the water.  When we

got to the edge of the bay all we saw was
something purple floating out there.  Wayne
went over to the boat dock and asked a
boater if he would take him out to the site
of the wreckage.  As they motored over to
the purple spot the rest of us stood at the
shoreline and solemnly placed our hats over
our hearts in respect.  You can see Wayne is
holding the only remaining part of the
glider.  Nice landing, Wayne.

Now here’s a guy who really builds great
looking and flying airplanes.  Fred Harris is

holding his Graupner Partenavia.  Power is
two Speed 480s direct.  Weight is 5 3/4 LB?

This is Fred Harris’ LT-25.  As always,
its a real looker.

Bill Knoll brought out some ungodly
thing made of blue and yellow foam.  Pow-
ered by a Speed 280 this thing could barely
climb.  Its marketed by Robbe or some such.
Great plane to throw off a cliff, then go
home. . .
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To atone for the preceding embarrass-
ment, Bill Knoll put an Aveox 1114 and 12
1250 zapped cells in a Kyosho T-33.  Now

this one flies!  The original kit comes with
a Kyosho 480L motor that works OK but
just doesn’t pull enough Amps for decent
performance.  He is using the stock fan unit.
Although it is hand launched, it could ROG
if it had wheels.

This is a Herr kit Piper Cub.  Bill elec-
trified it with a Speed 280 attached to a VL

Products gearbox and 6 110 mAh cells.
Weight was only 9 oz..  It leaped off the
ground!

If slow flying it your thing, here’s the
Dragonfly.  Another Bill Knoll design soon
to be marketed by Diversity model Aircraft.
Power is a Speed 400 7.2V on 6 cells.  All
up weight is only 14 oz. with a wing span of
almost two feet.  This one is great for small
windless areas or just hogging up the run-
way.

Fred Harris is holding his Bleriot slow
flyer that he gets 10 to 11 minute flights

with.  Uses 6 500 mAh cells.
Bill “Hey, how come ya never print pic-

tures of my planes in the newsletter” Allen
is finally getting to show off a couple of his
goodies.  The first is a Jim Ryan design
Hellcat powered by a Multiplex Turbo 450

on 8 cells.  Weight is 21 oz. and performance
is great!

The next Bill Allen plane is an all fiber-
glass ARF Me-163.  Powered by a Speed
400 and 7 cells this thing really moves!  On
the first flight with Steve Neu at the con-

trols and Bill launching the little plane sunk
to the ground and skidded to a stop.  Bill
had stood right in the way so Steve couldn’t
see the plane!  The second flight was the
same except Bill had gotten out of the way.
After dialing in more elevator, the third
flight went much better with the plane only
skidding a little and then rising back up
again.

The ME-163 landing.

This is Fred Harris’s Q-Tee Speed 400
powered Old Timer.

My toothless son Sean.
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KRC Cont’d



SEFSD c/o Steve Belknap
10223 Kaiser Place
San Diego, CA 92126

The Second Annual

12-13-14, 1999


