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Do YOU Read 

PEAK CHARGE?
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Mission Statement
The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is to promote and 
further the technology of electric powered R/C aeromodeling; encourage 
competition in Electric Soaring, Pylon Racing, FAI‑F5B/D, Scale, Old 
Timer, and Pattern Electric categories by hosting major Industry‑sponsored 
events and sanctioning “Fun‑Fly” types of contests; provide forums for the 
exchange of technical information, instruction and experience; and partici‑
pate in demonstrations of electric propulsion in area‑wide model aviation 
events.

Zip Code  92109

Flying Field GPS Coordinates
Latitude  32.7626416 N  Longitude  117.2143138 W

2008 Officers           
President 
760-583-1926

Vice President
619-284-0816

Secretary
619-518-0597

Treasurer
858-674-1318

Editor
760-521-0694

Safety Officer 
619-925-5357

Chairman of the Board
619-298-7592 

web site: http://sefsd.org/

Field

Aerospace Museum
Monthly Meeting site

AMA Charter Club 3078

Board of Directors 
Chairman of the Board 
619-298-7592

President 
760-583-1926

Vice President
619-284-0816

Treasurer
858-674-1318

At Large
858-274-7322

At Large
619-479-1321

At Large
619-429-9042

Membership
760-583-1437

Video/DVD/Librarian
858-456-1261

Raffle
619-925-5357

Flight Insructor
858-272-6882               

Sylvia Fee
sylviafee@cox.

net

Chet Tussey
c t u s s e y @ a o l .
com

Doug Rubin
doug@

rubinsworld.com

Committees

Steven Manganelli
smanganelli@earthlink.net

David Fee
davidfee@cox.net

Steve Neu
sneu@aol.com

Michael Neale
         michaelwneale@

earthlink.net

Chuck Grim
chuckgrim@mac.com

Ray Fulks
rwfulks@cox.net

Stilianos Jackson
stelioj@cox.net

David Fee
davidfee@cox.net

Steve Neu
sneu@aol.com

Jeffrey Keesaman
jkeesaman@mac.com

Michael Neale
         michaelwneale@

earthlink.net

Bill Fee
dwfee@cox.net

Doug Rubin
doug@rubinsworld.com

Steven Manganelli

The Cover: by Mike Blott
> $7 free flight plane from Harbor Freight
> RTF
> 1.3 oz
> 250mAh LiPo
> 3gram servos
> 2 gram brushless motor
> 1.3 amps
> 5 watts
> CG is at 40% wing chord.
> Motor in second picture is 4gram version of the one in the plane
>  
Editor’s note:
“The second picture” is the hand in the lower left hand corner.  They 
sort of go together.

“Our lives begin to end the day we become
silent about the things that matter.”
                  -Martin Luther King Jr. 

Please Note: 
The response to the city’s waiver request has been very encourging, 
but over 50% of you have failed to sign the application form commit‑
ment on the second page.  It is being returned for completion.

7
cells and a GWS fan with brushless 
outrunner motor. Mike says he tried 

2S850s as well, went about the same 

speed and made less noise!
Steve Belknap showed off a sub 36” 
span Rutan Quickie canard model. Steve 
over powered it with 3S1800s and a 
Scorpion 2221‑10 motor pushing the 
scales to 21 oz. Steve says the WEBword 
is this model flys well when rightside 
up although his hasn’t yet maidened. 
Speculation ensued about the landings 
and takeoffs from our rough field from 
the canard tip mounted landing gear…
hmm we’ll see!

Program

In honor of the US National F‑5B Team 
with our own Jeff Keesaman and Steve 
Neu as members’ pending departure to 
the Ukraine, a technology review session 
was led by Chuck Grim followed by a 
look at the new Avionic T‑tail model 
being used at this year’s competition 
described by Steve Neu. Chuck’s yarn 
started with exploding NiMH cells 
severely taking the fun out of the event 

to LiPolys and Watt‑Limiters . The 
new rules limit the total energy used 
for 1 flight to 1750 watt-minutes which 
is more familiar jargon is 250 to 300 
amps for 30 seconds. Most of it used on 
distance and maybe 10 seconds left for 
duration. This perhaps 60% discharges 
the batteries leaving them more than safe 
after the brief high power. Steve reports 
he is still using his first set of F-5B 
Lipos, 
to be 
contrasted 
with 
NIMH 
which 
were 
virtually 
consumed 
every 
flight at 
the last 
World Championships (WC) held in the 
Czech Republic.

Steve then showed off and blew some air 
around with the new T‑tail Avionic model 
just arrived from Russia. All molded 
carbon/Kevlar epoxy model weighs 1.6 
Kg total and is motivated by around 
1000watts/lb, pretty heady territory! The 
team departs Thursday, Sept. 4th for Kiev, 
Ukraine. The 2 day Open International 
Contest starts the 6th and the actual WC 
on Tuesday the 9th after 
Opening Ceremonies on 
Monday. 

Yeah, like the Olympics, 
there are Opening 
Ceremonies, Closing 
Ceremonies and Gold 
Medals! 

Maybe they can just bring 
Michael Phelps along as a 
mascot and they’ll just hand 
us the gold! No, there will 
be approximately 14 other 
Teams from other countries 
wanting it just as bad. 
Godspeed, gents! 

We’ll be looking forward 
to their report which should 
be in time for September’s 
meeting!
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The President’s Corner
By David Fee

6

President David Fee called the meeting 
to order at approximately 7:00 P.M., 
August 26th ,with 25 members present. 

Old Business

Bill Fee began by apologizing about 
the August 08 edition of  Peakcharge 
not getting out on time due to a family 
situation. This would be first and only 
time I didn’t receive mine so it must 
have been a big deal. We feel for you 
Bill.

Frank Gagliardi reported on the success 
of the recently completed IMAC Pattern 
contest at the Miramar field. I can attest 
to it going off without a hitch, weather 
perfect and nice turnout.  Frank also 
appraised us of an upcoming Scale event 
at the Miramar field. The will be awards 
for best WW1, WWII, Peoples Choice 
and  Pilots Choice.  The gates will be 
open November 8th from 0700 to 1600 
and there will a $5 landing fee. This is 
not an E-event or even an Electric field : 
turbines, glow and electric are welcome, 
says Frank. There will be a WWI scale 
“scramble” at the Fallbrook/Palomar 
Flyers field on September 13th. 

New Business

Stelio Jackson announced the Annual 2 
day float fly at Lower Otay lake in the 
Chula Vista, Southwest Shore being held 
the weekend after the Miramar event 
(November 15 and 16). Stelio plans to 
have BuckBoard catering on board so 
the pilots will have some good chow. 
Permit requirements prevent sales so any 
vendors present will be showing only; 
mark that on your calendar for a good 
time on floats! Stelio also mentioned 
availability of left over ball caps and 
shirts from MWE; they were snapped up 
for $10 for a set.

An unfortunate altercation at the field 
last Sunday was discussed whereby an 
uninsured, non club member refused 
to cease and desist from flying when 
counseled to do so.  The outcome of the 

discussion is that there are (3) things 
required to fly at our field :
1)AMA membership
2) The City of San Diego mandated 
Release Waiver
3) SEFSD Membership
David Fee took action to ensure the Park 
Ranger’s phone # is posted on the pin 
board for enforcement purposes should 
a similar situation to that happening last 
Sunday arise again. We believe even 
if enforcement is unsuccessful we will 
at least be on record as executing due 
diligence. Along the same lines, Bill and 
Sylvia Fee reported approximately 50% 
compliance with return waivers included 
with July PeakCharge. Those same 50% 
are the ones truly permitted to fly! Are 
you one of the others? Get that waiver 
in or if you misplaced it, get it off our 
WEBSITE, signed and mailed off the 
Fees! CDs of future events must carry 
waivers for guests, there should be some 
in the pin board receptacles at all times 
and club officers should carry them. 
These are the rules that came with our 
new Right of Entry Permit courtesy of 
the City of San Diego, they are not ours!

Stelio reminded us of the need to think 
about new Club Officers or throw 
the (us) bums out! Nominations for 
2009 Officers are taken at the October 
meeting and voted upon at the November 
meeting.  David Fee is term‑limited 
out as President, becoming the new 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
replacing myself.  I’m editorializing a bit 
here, but most of the current leadership 
has been around since the beginning of 
the club, and we have gotten a bit stale! 
Do you think MWE is a feather in our 
caps or a weekend that you can’t fly? 
Likewise for EMAC, Jet‑Day at the 
Bay or other club events; are these just 
impediments to free use of the field? Are 
our dues too high or too low? Should the 
gate be kept open as much as possible? 
Should we have an entirely club‑funded 
Holiday Party? Should we be helping to 
sponsor our F‑5B Team going to Kiev, 
Ukraine as we have done this year? 
Should we be branching out, looking for 

new flying fields to accommodate our 
large and growing membership? These 
are some of the issues that the Board of 
Directors faces and we’d love to have 
some new faces in the debate!

Chuck Grim reported on a couple of 
newsworthy items related to the Torrey 
Pines Gulls club.  The Poway/Garden 
road soaring site is being abandoned 
due to encroachment from expanding 
horse corrals and interference with their 
landing pattern and winch lines. Steve 
Neu believes there is adequate room 
for a runway that would coexist with 
the horses for our use. However, like 
any other project, a group of volunteers 
is needed to spearhead the effort. Our 
Treasurer Michael Neale and now Mike 
Blott are the beginnings of that group : 
want to join them? The other piece of 
news is that a Lawsuit recently settled 
with an Environmental group vs the 
flight operations director at Torrey Pines 
Glider Port may force him out  and have 
some effect on both R/C and full scale 
flying at TP. R/C flyers are generally 
dissatisfied with among other things, the 
$7.50 daily/$150 yearly fee to fly there. 
Steve Neu brought up Morely field as 
another potential site once used for R/C 
flying but closed mainly due to 72 MHZ 
interference. The advent of 2.4 GHZ 
spread Spectrum may make a revisit 
worthwhile; once again, volunteers?

Show and Tell.

Mike Blott led off with a A‑6 Intruder 
like ducted fan model he converted from 
a $20 foam toy RTF free flight plane.  
Mike reports his ‘truder weighs in at a 
pound punching out 100 watts on 3S450 

Minutes of the August, 2008 SEFSD Members Meeting

Hello there everyone, it’s that time again.  As I mentioned last 
month, there isn’t much time left before until our year-end officer 
elections in November.  All of the major offices are up for grabs, 
including President, Vice President, Secretary, etc.  Now is a very 
good time to take an active role in the future of the SEFSD.   

Last month I also mentioned the F5B glider and F5D pylon teams 
going to the Electric World Champs in Kyiv, Ukraine.  The weather 
has been unseasonably nasty, with highs in the 40’s and quite a bit of 
heavy fog and rain.  As of today, several rounds have been delayed 
but the guys are doing well.  There will be a full report when the 
lads return.     

Steve Neu, Bruce Flockhart, Jeff Keesaman.

Steve Neu, Jeff Keesaman, Lenny Keer. Steve Neu, Silvia (team helper), Jeff Keesaman.
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