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Mission Statement
The	objective	of	the	Silent	Electric	Flyers	of	San	Diego	is	to	promote	and	
further	the	technology	of	electric	powered	R/C	aeromodeling;	encourage	
competition	in	Electric	Soaring,	Pylon	Racing,	FAI‑F5B/D,	Scale,	Old	
Timer,	and	Pattern	Electric	categories	by	hosting	major	Industry‑sponsored	
events	and	sanctioning	“Fun‑Fly”	types	of	contests;	provide	forums	for	the	
exchange	of	technical	information,	instruction	and	experience;	and	partici-
pate	in	demonstrations	of	electric	propulsion	in	area‑wide	model	aviation	
events.
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The Cover: 90 And Still Going Strong

Harold Bettis 
Thursday,	 October	 29th,	 Silent	
Electric	 Flyers	 of	 San	 Diego,	
CA………What	happened?	 	Don	
and	Donelle	 and	 company,	 and	
there	were	many,	 assembled	 at	
above	 location	 for	 a	 celebration	
of	 importance.	 	Harold	 rolled	 up	
in	 his	PT	 cruiser	 just	 as	 calm	 as	
could	be	and	waiting	for	him	was	
a	 group	 of	 admirers	 chomping	
away	 on	 the	 terrific	 breakfast	
prepared	 by	Donelle	 	 (pancakes	
and	sausage…	

Harold	was	wearing	 some	nicely	
ironed	duds	and	sporting	his	new	
hat	 given	 to	 him	by	his	 nephew,	
Harley	Condra,	I	am	sure,	because	
it	 said	BVJets	 on	 it,	 and	Harley	
has	a	bunch	of	them.		Harley	came	

into	 town	 from	way	 up	 north	 to	
honor	his	uncle.		We	took	a	group	
photo	with	 the	 cake	 on	 display,	
his	 favorite,	 a	 carrot	 cake	with	
obligatory	airplane	decorating	it.		

Bob	Stinson	 rolled	 out	 his	 twin	
engine	 B‑	 29	 and	 attempted	 to	
regale	 the	 crowd	with	 a	 flight	
and	 the	 damn	 thing	had	 a	motor	
go	out	on	 takeoff	and	 it	crashed.		
Harold	 sat	 calmly	watching	 the	
whole	 thing	 and	 then	who	was	
that	 strolling	 down	 the	 pit	 area,	
a	 cruvacious,	 blond,	 bombshell	
lady	 in	white	 twirling	her	 snake,	
or	 whatever	 they	 call	 the	 long	
feather	item.

     cont’d Page 3 
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The President’s Corner
By David Fee

cont’f from Page 2
As	she	came	close	to	Harold	he	just	took	it	all	in	and	never	showed	
much	reaction	until	she	began	to	sing	Mr.	President	and	sat	on	his	lap	
and	twirled	the	snake	around	his	head.

She	was	fantastic	and	he	enjoyed	the	show	I	am	sure,	we	certainly	
did.
Harold	then,	to	punctuate	his	birthday	with	proof	positive	that	he	is	
still	with	it,		had	Stan	Silver	launch	his	easy	star	and	he	proceeded	to	
slip	that	beauty	up	into	the	clouds	just	as	nice	as	can	be.	Harold	you	
are	some	kinda	guy!		Many	happy	returns	of	the	day.

           by Tim Attaway

Hello	again,	 and	welcome	 to	 the	
November	issue	of	Peak	Charge!		This	
is	my	 second	November	message,	
which	means	it’s	my	last	“President’s	
Message”	 and	 time	 for	 me	 to	 say	
“Thanks	for	another	good	year!”

It	has	been	a	full	and	enjoyable	year	
and,	as	we	come	to	the	end,	it	is	time	to	
elect	new	officers.		Nominations	were	
opened	at	the	October	general	meeting	
and	will	remain	open	until	just	before	
the	elections	at	the	November	general	
meeting.		I’m	pleased	to	report	that	the	
Board	of	Directors	has	 approved	 the	
following	 proposed	 slate	 of	 officers	
for	2009:

President:		 Randy	Marsden
Vice	President:	 Wayne	Walker
Secretary:		 Paul	Guidice
Treasurer:		 Michael	Neale
Safety:			 Chuck	Grim
At	Large:	 Steve	Neu,	Jeff			
	 	 Keesaman	and	Ray		
	 	 Fulks
Newsletter:	 Bill	Fee

It	is	also	time	to	renew	AMA	and	
SEFSD	memberships.		As	a	reminder,	
each	club	member	is	required	to	have	

a	signed	waiver	on	file	before	they	can	fly,	and	you	will	find	one	attached	to	
the	SEFSD	membership	application.		If	you	have	not	signed	a	waiver,	then	
you	will	not	receive	a	flight	badge	for	2009.		It	is	also	worth	mentioning	that	
all	guest	pilots	must	have	signed	a	waiver	form	prior	to	flying	at	the	Mission	
Bay	flying	site.		All	event	organizers	and	contest	directors	are	required	to	have	
guest	pilots	sign	waivers,	but	the	waiver	forms	are	also	available	on	the	club	
website,	in	the	box	on	the	pin	board,	and	it	would	not	hurt	for	members	to	
stash	a	few	in	their	cars.

Looking	forward	to	next	year,	we	will	be	submitting	the	permit	application	
for	the	Spring	Fling	event,	with	tentative	dates	being	May	14th‑17th,	although	
the	exact	“flavor”	of	the	2009	event	has	not	yet	been	determined.		The	Board	
of	Directors	is	also	working	with	the	EMAC	enthusiasts	in	order	to	firm	up	a	
schedule	and	set	of	rules	for	2009,	so	that	we	can	be	sure	this	successful	event	
can	continue	to	flourish.		The	Electroglide	event	has	smashed	all	club	records,	
with	more	than	eight	years	of	regular	contests.

I	just	want	to	take	a	moment	to	all	of	the	club	members	who	have	helped	
to	keep	things	moving	all	year.		The	board	of	directors,	of	course,	has	made	
my	job	easy.		Ray	Fulks	was	instrumental	in	obtaining	the	new	Right	of	Entry	
Permit	–	which	was	no	small	task.		Stelio	tirelessly	organized	the	Spring	Fling	
and	the	Float	Fly,	both	of	which	have	been	significant	events	in	the	modeling	
community.		Chuck	Grim	is	always	ready	to	help,	at	the	drop	of	a	hat.		As	
always,	 there	are	 the	members	who	work	behind	the	scenes	 to	keep	things	
working,	doing	thankless	and	underappreciated	jobs	and	receiving	little	or	no	
recognition.		I’d	just	like	to	say	“Thank	You”	to	everyone	who	lends	a	hand,	
and	 I	would	 encourage	 each	of	 you	 to	 say	 thanks	when	you	 see	 someone	
helping	out.

Well,	with	that	I	will	close	this	installment.		Don’t	forget	about	the	holiday	
party,	December	19th	at	6PM	‑	details	should	be	printed	in	this	issue.		Michelle	
and	Mary	Kay	have	again	graciously	taken	on	the	task	of	organizing	this	year’s	
event	and	I	can	promise	that	you	will	not	want	to	miss	it!

See	you	at	the	field!
‑David	Fee
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President	David	Fee	called	the	meeting	
to	order	 at	 approximately	7:15	P.M.,	
October,	 28 th ,with	 19	 members	
present.	

Old Business

Stelio	Jackson	reminded	us	of	1.	
the	Annual	2	day	float	fly	at	
Lower	Otay	lake	in	the	Chula	
Vista,	Southwest	Shore	being	
held	 this	month.	 	 Stelio	 has	
Barbeque	on	tap	so	the	pilots	
had	 some	 good	 chow.	 The	
event	will	 be	 history	 by	 the	
time	this	gets	published.

New Business

Wayne	Walker	discussed	our	1.	
proposal	to	hold	the	2010	F‑5B	
and	D	World	Championships	
i n 	 t h e 	 Un i t e d 	 S t a t e s .	
Apparently,	 the	 contestants	
have	 had	 their	 fill	 of	 the	 3rd 
World	 and	 are	 seeking	 a	 1st 
World	location	for	2010.	Vice	
reprising	our	very	successful	
2000	World	Championships	
on	Fiesta	Island,	the	National	
Aeromodeling	Center	(Muncie	
IN)	 is	 the	 proposed	 site	
for	 2010.	Wayne	 is	 putting	
together	an	acceptable	budget	
and	plan	 and	once	 the	AMA	
buys	in,	will	be	competed	with	
other	 European	 proposals.	
Time	frame	is	the	3rd	week	in	
August,	immediately	following	
the	Electric	NATS.

David	Fee	conducted	an	office	2. 
by	office	nomination	for	new	
Club	 Officers.	 Thankfully,	
vice	 a	 chorus	 of	 “not	me’s”	
there	will	be	a	slate	of	officers	
taking	 their	 places	 in	 2009,	
YEAH!!!!	David	 took	 down	
at	 least	 one	 name	 for	 every	
office,	so	come	on	out	for	our	

last	meeting	of	2009	and	help	
elect	your	new	leadership.

Holiday	 Party.	 Still	 cast	 in	3.	
jello,	 but	December	 19th at 
Phils	Barbeque	 is	 the	 likely	
venue.	 Phils	 has	 two	 new	
banquet	 rooms	 in	 the	 same	
shopping	center	as	their	Sports	
Arena	eatery.	Menu	and	prices	
TBD	but	should	be	some	good	
eatin,	plus	maybe	some	room	
for	indoor	flying!

Indoor	Flying.	The	 club	 has	4.	
secured	and	paid	for	an	indoor	
flying	site	at	a	rec	center	near	
our	flying	field.	Our	time	slot	
will	be	Saturday’s	from	12	to	
2	 p.m.	 perfect	 for	when	 the	
field	 gets	 too	windy.	We’re	
just	waiting	 for	 some	AMA	
paperwork	 	 to	 get	 started.	
Standby	 for	 announcement,	
rules	 and	 directions	 sepcor.		
Since	it’s	close	to	our	field,	2.4	
GHz	will	be	required

Show and Tell.

Wayne	Walker	brought	a	48	inch	size	
YAK‑54	EMAC	 type	pattern	model.	
Wayne	picked	 this	up	as	a	prototype	
offering	from	Cermark	that	might	not	
be	still	marketed.	Model	is	extremely	
light	 should	weigh	 in	 at	 3	 lbs	 or	 so	
powered	 by	 3S3200	 Lipos	 and	 a	
Neumotor	1907‑2Y.	Model	hasn’t	yet	
maidened.

Program

Steve	Neu	brought	us	an	entertaining	
slide	show	detailing	the	events	of	the	
2008	FAI‑F‑5B	World	Championships	
in	Kiev,	Ukraine	September	9	through	
13th.		Team	got	off	to	a	great	start	with	
Team	Manager	Chuck	Grim	securing	

special	treatment	for	the	giant	model	
boxes	 holding	 all	 13	 of	 the	Team’s	
airplanes	 and	 they	made	 it	 intact	 to	
Kiev	 on	 the	 4th	 of	 September.	The	
practice	 field	 looked	 good,	 contest	
field	looked	very	nice	and	the	weather	
was	good…when	they	arrived	that	is.	
Steve	Neu	placed	a	respectable	2nd	in	
the		Open	International	Contest,	held	
the	preceeding	weekend	of	the	world	
championships.	Things	were	 looking	
good,	 but	 the	 sky	was	 looking	 gray,	
then	came	the	rain	and	the	cold!

A	 stationary	 cold	 front	 parked	 itself	
over	 Kiev	 for	 virtually	 the	 entire	
contest!	 Shirtsleeves	 gave	 way	 to	
jackets	and	something	no	team	brought	
:	 gloves!	The	most	miserable	 part	 is	
they	 couldn’t	 just	 scrub	 the	 contest	
for	the	day,	but	had	to	wait	it	out	on	
the	cold	and	muddy	field	in	case the 
weather	improved;	an	entire	round	had	
be	completed	in	a	day	for	it	to	be	fair	to	
everybody.	On	Steve	Neu’s	2nd	flight	
as	it	turned	out,	his	controller	shorted	
out	 in	 the	 rain	 during	 the	 distance	
task	 forcing	 him	 to	 land	 early.	 	 Jeff	
Keesaman	had	to	withdraw	and	return	
home	 early	 due	 to	 a	 family	medical	
emergency	allowing	alternate	member	
Eric	Weirman	to	step	in	and	complete	
the	remaining	two	rounds	of	the	World	
Championships.	What	 a	 privilege	
that	must	 have	 been	 for	Eric	whom	
practiced	 diligently	with	 the	Team	
getting	 better	 and	 better	with	 each	
flight	and	not	even	dreaming	he’d	be	in	
the	“big	show”.		With	all	3	completed	
rounds	counting	instead	of	best	6	out	
of	8,	any	misfortunes	hurt	bad;	the	US	
team	got	the	Silver	Medal	overall,	not	
a	bad	finish.	And	of	course,	once	the	
contest	was	called,	the	skys	lifted	and	
the	 rains	 departed.	There	was	 some	
debate	 about	 having	 a	 4th	 round	 on	
Saturday,	but	the	field	was	deemed	too	
muddy	access	safely.

Minutes of the August., 2008 SEFSD Members Meeting
By Steve Manganelli (Subbing for Jeff Keasaman)
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Instead,	the	Team	found	an	Aerospace	
Museum	to	tour.	Steve’s	show	included	
some	 very	 interesting	 photos	 of	 an	
aircraft	 museum	 in	 Kiev.	All	 the	
usual	 suspects	 of	 the	 cold	war	were	
represented	such	as	 the	Backfire	and	
Bear	 bombers,	 some	huge	 transports	
and	a	helicopter	that	makes	our	Navy	
H‑53E	Super	Stallion	look	like	a	Huey!	
All	in	all	there	will	be	an	asterisk	by	the	
2008	contest	as	perhaps	not	necessarily	
the	best	team	made	it	to	the	podium,	but	
certainly	all	look	forward	to	2010.

Respectively	Submitted,

Steve	Manganelli	

Chuck Grim

Wayne Walker

Tim Attaway
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	“Simplificate	and	add	lightness”.	
That	quotation	is	attributed	to	
Gordon	“Tippy”	Lipe,	developer	
of	the	greatest	breakthrough	in	
sports	car	racing	of	the	mid	50’s.	
Tippy	fused	a	Cooper	Chassis	
with	a	Porsche	1500	Super	engine	
to	produce	the	“Pooper”.	He	did	
“simplificate”	and	“add	lightness”,	
and,	it	did	produce	a	winner!	As	
every	other	electric	modeler	does,	
I	try	to	add	“lightness”	to	all	my	
construction	projects.	In	the	rules	of	
competition	I	like	“simplification”.	
So,	let’s	simplify	the	competition	that	
has	been	termed	“F5J”!	

As	most	of	you	know,	the	term	F5J	is	
fictitious.	Hopefully	one	day	it	might	
be	recognized	by	the	greater	powers	
and	become	a	proper	competition	
class.	If	and	when	it	does,	one	can	
be	sure	that	there	will	be	pages	and	
pages	of	rules	covering	all	aspects	
of	it	so	as	to	rein	in	those	in	our	
sport	who	have	the	competitive	
drive	to	win	at	all	costs	and	cut	
all	the	corners	necessary	to	win.	
Already	to	my	knowledge,	two	clubs	
in	Southern	California	have	held	
F5J	competitions	and	the	rules	and	
regulations	in	both	have	exceeded	9	
pages!	

Does	a	club	competition	need	to	
be	this	complicated?	I	think	not!	
Here	in	the	extreme	southwest	of	
the	United	States,	the	Silent	Electric	
Flyers	of	San	Diego	have	held	a	
monthly	competition	for	the	last	

eight	years	which	we	have	called,	
“The	San	Diego	Electroglide”.	The	
name	is	an	adaptation	of	the	British	
“Electroslot”	competition	and	I	think	
better	represents	what’s	going	on	
‑‑	we	don’t	fly	in	slots,	rather	we	
launch	simultaneously	with	each	
contestant	flying	in	the	exact	same	air	
mass.		This	means	that	there	is	never	
the	associated	problem	of	trying	to	
“normalize”	scores	between	different	
flights.	This	is	a	big	simplification!	
Now	before	you	start	to	worry	about	
such	problems	as	midair	collisions,	
let	me	explain	our	simple	rules:	

1.	We	initially	adopted	the	ubiquitous	
Speed	400	motor,	geared	or	not,	
allowing	either	the	7.2v,	6v,	or	
the	4.8v	Mabuchi	types	with	a	
maximum	of	seven	cells,	Nicd	or	
Nimh.	However,	as	more	powerful	
and	lighter	motors	have	came	on	the	
market,	along	with	Lipo	cells,	we	
made	a	change.	The	Albuquerque	
Soaring	Association	did	the	research	
that	was	necessary	and	came	up	
with	a	wonderful	combination	
utilizing	these	new	technologies.	
We	have	adopted	their	requirements	
which	are:	any	model	powered	
by	an	“outrunner”	with	flux	ring	
dimensions	not	to	exceed	28mm	in	
diameter	and	16mm	in	length,	and	
either	2‑cell	Lipos	or	7‑cell	Nicds	
or	Nimhs.	Again,	simplification	and	
lightness!	

2.	All	contestants	launch	at	the	same	
time.	(see	photo	1)	And,	yes,	
midairs	can	take	place!		But	
in	the	over	eight	years	that	we	
have	been	Electrogliding,	we	
have	had	but	two	midairs,	and	

one	of	them	was	minor	with	
both	models	landing	without	
major	damage.	We	have	had	
15	competitors	simultaneously	
launching	and	feel	that	we	could	
safely	launch	a	field	of	20	with	
no	greater	problem.	I	should	add	
that	we	hold	the	Electroglides	on	
the	Saturday	morning	preceding	
the	general	meeting,	with	the	
first	toss	at	9:30	am.	The	wind,	
is	usually	relatively	light	and	the	
launches	can	be	in	any	direction.	
If	the	wind	is	too	high,	we	
potpone	the	contest	tothe	next	
Saturday!		

3.	Motor	runs	are	usually	60	seconds	
‑‑	sometimes	shorter,	depending	
on	the	conditions.	We	decide	this	
at	the	flight	line.	Pilots	do	have	
the	option	to	shut	down	earlier	
if	they	wish,	but	obviously,	
no	additional	motor	running	
is	allowed	after	the	initial	60	
seconds	without	losing	all	points	
for	that	flight.	

4.	We	started	out	with	a	maximum	
flight	time	for	each	launch	to	
be	30	minutes.	Althought	we	
don’t	often	get	superb	thermal	
conditions	near	the	Pacific	
Ocean	where	we	fly,	early	on	we	
found	that	a	shorter	time	would	
be	better	and	keep	the	pace	of	
the	contest	up	so	that	it	would	
be	of	interest	to	spectators	and	
not	boring	for	the	pilots.	Now	
the	maximum	flight	time	is	15	
minutes.	If	a	contestant	exceeds	
the	15,	then	there	is	no	score	for	
that	flight	

5.	Pilots	must	land	back	at	the	field	
without	using	additional	motor	
run	time	or	no	points	can	be	
given	for	that	flight.	

“F5J” – Lite

Or How to Run a Monthly “F5J” Club Contest --Simply
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6.	Points	for	each	flight	are	awarded	
for	time	aloft	and	also	for	full	
stop,	spot	landings	

7.	Three	mass	launches	make	up	the	
competition	‑‑scores	for	each	are	
totaled. 

8.	No	interflight	battery	charging	is	
allowed.	All	three	contest	motor	
runs	must	be	from	the	same	
battery	pack	with	no	recharging.	

Simple	enough	for	you?	

Now	for	the	scoring:	

Each	pilot	is	given	a	sheet	with	all	
the	rules	and	regulations	with	spaces	
to	add	scores	for	the	three	flights	as	
well	as	the	total	for	the	competition.	
You’ll	notice	that	this	single	sheet	
has	all	the	information	a	pilot	new	to	
the	Electroglide	needs	to	join	in	the	
fun.	(see	fig.1)	

1.	Six	points	are	scored	per	minute	
aloft	from	the	start	of	the	flight	
(one	point	per	10	seconds,	
rounded	up).	

2.	Bonus	points	are	scored	for	
full‑stop	landings	within	the	3	
concentric	circles	‑‑	10,	20,	or	
30	points,	as	measured	from	the	
nose	of	the	aircraft.	Our	circles	
vary	in	size	depending	on	who	
does	the	marking	on	the	field	for	
that	day.	Usually,	the	inner	circle	
is	about	4	feet	in	diameter,	the	
next,	about	12,	and	the	largest	
about	20.	(see	Photo	2)	We	
initially	opted	for	lines	across	
the	runway	for	the	delineation	
of	the	extra	point	landing	areas,	
thinking	that	if	two	or	more	ships	
came	in	for	a	landing	at	the	same	
time,	they	wouldn’t	be	heading	
for	the	exact	same	spot	(the	bulls	
eye).	However,	experience	has	
shown	that	it	makes	for	more	fun	
to	aim	for	a	spot	rather	than	an	

area.		It,	like	the	mass	launch,	
adds	spice	to	the	competition!	

3.	Landing	off	the	field	results	in	a	
loss	of	all	points	for	that	flight.	
Our	field	is	approximately	
25x150	yards	and	is	pretty	well	
marked	off	from	the	surrounding	
brush.	It	is	up	to	the	integrity	
of	each	pilot	to	determine	if	
he	or	she	is	on	or	off	the	field.	
Again,	the	nose	of	the	aircraft	
determines	the	position.	

4.	Any	flight	exceeding	15	minutes	
results	in	loss	of	all	points	for	
that	flight.	

5.	Subsequent	launches	are	5	minutes	
after	the	landing	of	the	last	ship	
of	the	previous	launch.	These	
last	two	rules	were	added	so	as	to	
complete	the	entire	Electroglide	
within	one	hour	and	not	to	tie	up	
the	field	for	an	excessive	length	
of	time	for	the	rest	of	the	Club.	

OK,	so	how	does	this	all	work	in	
practice?	First	of	all,	we	have	a	
regular	time	for	each	monthly	
Electroglide.	We	always	schedule	
it	for	the	Saturday	following	
our	monthly	meeting,	that	way	
we	can	talk	up	the	Electroglide	
to	all	those	who	haven’t	joined	
us	and	encourage	them	to	come	
out	and	see	the	fun.	The	first	
launch	is	always	scheduled	
for	9:30am.	Since	the	whole	
competition	takes	less	than	an	
hour,	this	means	we	are	usually	
not	bothered	by	the	higher	wind	
velocities	that	are	often	found	
at	our	field,	less	than	a	mile	
from	the	Pacific	Ocean,	later	in	
the	day.	One	person	acts	as	the	
competition	director,	calling	out	
the	launch	and	motor	run	time,	
and	we	can	always	round	up	a	
fellow	club	member	to	act	as	a	
timer	armed	with	a	stop	watch.	

At	9:25,	all	of	the	club	general	flying	

is	called	to	a	halt	and	the	competitors	
walk	out	onto	the	field	with	their	
ships.	Depending	on	how	many	
contestants	show	up	on	a	particular	
Saturday,	we	are	generally	spread	
pretty	well	all	over	the	field,	each	
of	us	with	a	clear	area	into	which	
to	toss	our	Electroglider.	After	the	
usual	admonitions	from	the	CD	about	
checking	controls	and	switches,	and	
finding	everyone	ready	to	go,	he	
begins	to	yell	out	the	count,	“Five,	
Four,	Three,	Two,	One,	Toss”!	and	
off	we	all	go.	Many	spectators	have	
commented	on	the	fun	of	seeing	a	
dozen	or	more	screaming	models	
head	to	the	sky.	What	a	sight!	The	
timer,	lets	the	CD	know	when	60	
seconds	is	nearing,	and	for	the	last	
five	the	CD	yells	“Five,	Four,	Three,	
Two,	One,	Shut	Down”,	and	we	are	
all	gliders.	

Depending	on	conditions,	flights	
range	from	a	couple	of	minutes	to	as	
close	to	the	15	minute	maximum	that	
any	pilot	dares	to	get.	Regarding	the	
landings,	the	pilot	on	final	approach	
calls	out	“Landing!”	and	the	timer	
begins	to	count	first	the	minute	
and	then	the	seconds	until	the	ship	
comes	to	a	stop.	It’s	up	to	the	pilot	
to	remember	the	total	length	of	the	
flight,	write	it	down,	compute	the	
score	for	the	flight,	add	it	to	the	
landing	bonus,	and	place	the	total	for	
that	flight	on	the	score	sheet.	And,	
yes,	we	have	had	one	14	minute,	59	
second	flight,	and	quite	often	pilots	
who	have	scored	extra	landing	points	
on	all	three	flights,	but	so	far,	never	
one	that	scored	a	perfect	“bulls	eye”	
on	every	one!	
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Every	pilot	who	has	tried	the	
Electroglide	has	found	it	to	be	
challenging	and	in	every	way	
rewarding	in	improving	his	or	her	
basic	flying	skills.	We	have	always	
made	an	attempt	to	encourage	any	
Club	members	to	try	their	hand	at	
letting	them	fly	whatever	motor/ship	
combination	they	have,	providing	
we	have	the	room	for	them.	What	
we	never	miss	is	placing	a	report	
of	the	monthly	competition	in	our	
Club	publication,	Peak	Charge.	Any	
contestant	deviating	from	the	motor/
battery	combination	set	forth	is	so	
noted	in	the	report.	

Again,	“Simplificate	and	add	
Lightness”.	Give	the	Electroglide	a	
shot	this	year	for	your	club!	

I	suppose	that	I	could	have	used	the	
acronym	“KISS”	‑‑	Keep	it	Simple,	
Stupid	‑‑	for	the	lead	paragraph,	but	
I’ve	always	been	a	fan	of	the	Pooper!	
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Twelve pilots attended the last EMAC contest with only 
3 in basic and 6 in Sportsman and 3 in Intermediate.  
Many of the usual contestants were off doing honey 
dues or something and the few that showed up had 
some fun.

In basic, Mike Eberle struck gold with some fine flying 
and ran off with all rounds.  Alfred Ramirez took second 
and Saad Attie nailed down third.  Saad surprised us 
with a treat for lunch from a nearby deli and it was 
excellent…..thanks Saad.

Bruce Brown dominated in the Sportsman class and 
won all three rounds for a perfect 3000 points and 
Howard Pilcher was close to him with 2961 for second.  
Craig Bosworth moved up from dominating Basic and 
was very successful in his first attempt in sportsman 

SEFSD ELECTRIC MINIATURE AEROBATIC CLUB
REPORT OF EMAC CONTEST RESULTS SEPT 2008

by Tim Attaway

with a third place.  He is flying a pattern ship and that is 
an advantage but he should be a contender at the next 
contest in November…..8th that is. Randy Marsden 
came 4th and was in the mix and will contend when 
he gets his equipment sorted out. Chris Boutelle was 
5th and Craig Hunter took 6th.

Intermediate found three pilots:  Tim Attaway, Steve 
Dente, and Matthew Stringer who came down from 
Camarillo to see what an EMAC was all about.  I won 
three rounds and took first, Matthew Stringer took 
second and Steve Dente finished in 3rd place

The standings are posted for the series that is 
supported by SEFSD and we have one or two 
contests remaining….one in November and one in 
December.

Mike Blott

Frank Gagliardi

Bob Davis

Carl Jackson
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All year round, (Editor’s Note: 
year in and year out) there have 
been instances of club members 
expressing in one way or another 
their displeasure with the club’s 
executive and at large board 
members. Perhaps these people 
you love to hate acted irrationally 
or in a pompous way. Perhaps 
they told you that you could not 
fly in a manner that endangers 
others, and you did not like that. 
Perhaps they declared that you 
were breaking broke club rules 
and that ticked you off. 

There was a public reading of a 
letter to the club members at one 
of the general meetings about 
such an instance and some heated 
words were exchanged -and the 
messenger caught some of the 
heat. It was recommended that 
the person making the complaint 
address the board in a written 
manner, as the club rules allow 
in such instances. Alas, to the 
best of my knowledge, that never 

happened. Perhaps the complainer 
thought that he could not trust 
the board to assess the complaint 
in an objective and fair way, since 
the complaint was against some of 
those very same board members. 
Perhaps that is the sentiment 
of quite a few club members, or 
maybe just a vocal minority. 

But let’s not forget what these 
people that you love to hate 
have done and continue to do 
so tirelessly for the club. To 
begin with, the club would not 
exist if it were not for them. 
Yes, amongst that group of 
people you love to hate are the 
founding members of this club. 
The prime location of the current 
flying field is another major 
accomplishment of those people 
you love to hate. The fact that 
the club continues to function is 
another feat of the people you 
love to hate. Numerous members, 
to their credit, have contributed 
over the years to the running of 

the club, including yours truly. 
But it is thanks to this core 
of people and their unending 
dedication to the club and the 
hobby they love that SEFSD still 
continues to exist. 

Year after year, they run for 
one position or another within 
the club’s leadership, often 
trading titles with each other. 
And why does that happen, 
you ask? Is it because they 

The People You Love To Hate!

Sreve Neu Carl jackson
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An Editorial
by Sylvia and Bill Fee, Membership 

...as	Frank	used	to	say...and	the	
years	dwindle	down	to	a	precious	
few..but	for	those	of	us	who	have	
been	lucky	enough	to	survive	
as	we	swim	up	stream,	life	is	
still	good,	and	we	are	fortunate	
enough	to	enjoy	retirement.		
Some	of	us	still	fly	model	air-
planes,	like	Harold	Bettis.

In	earlier	times,	free	flight	was	
for	the	young,	or	at	least	for	
those	who	still	could	
chase	a	model	as	it	
drifted	off	in	a	ther-
mal,	but	for	those	who	
have	reained	their	eye-
sight	anf	their	reflexes,	
a	wheelchair	will	get	
you	a	morning	in	the	
sun	doing	what	you	
loe	best	(or	almost).

Yet	there	are	those	
who	would	break	the	

run successful campaigns? Is 
it because, while there is a lot 
of complaining, a lot of “they 
should be voted out of office” 
talk, there is little action by 
the complainers? 

Well, last month was the 
nominating meeting for next year’s 
leadership and the chance for all 
those complainers to step up to 
the plate and make the changes 
they want to see. Vote out the 
people they love to hate. Stand 
up and make a difference. But 
from what I observed during the 
meeting, these complainers have 
a lot of bark but apparently no 
bite. With the exception of a few 
new nominees, it was mostly the 
same guys running for office again. 
One of them was a past president 
that was willing to serve the club 
again in a leadership position, 
another was a concerned club 
member who decided he could 
affect the direction of club, not by 
complaining but by leading. 

So, it seems we will have another 
year of mostly the same people 
running the club, the people you 
love to hate. 

Stilianos Jackson 

rules	and	endager	others.	Today	
the	word	entitlement	is	constantly	
abused	.	In	reality,	one	only	has	
a	right	to	something	he	or	she	
has	earned.		When	it	is	received	
without	price	it	is	too	often	not	
respected	or	appreciated.

If	this	sounds	like	an	echo	‑‑‑	it’s	
all	been	said	before.		Something	
for	nothing	has	got	the	USA	into	
moral	and	financial	bankruptcy.	
But	you	can	help.		Volunteer	to	
help	anyone	anywhere	anytime	
any	way	you	can.	And	even	if	you	
don’t	get	a	smile,	or	a	word	of	
gratitude	in	return,	you	will	have	
taken	“one	small	step	for	man;	
one	giant	leap	for	mankind.”
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Marilyn Monroe

Mike DeGroot & WIFE

Tim Attaway

Harold Bettis


