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Mission Statement
The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is to promote and 
further the technology of electric powered R/C aeromodeling; encourage 
competition in Electric Soaring, Pylon Racing, FAI‑F5B/D, Scale, Old 
Timer, and Pattern Electric categories by hosting major Industry‑sponsored 
events and sanctioning “Fun‑Fly” types of contests; provide forums for the 
exchange of technical information, instruction and experience; and partici‑
pate in demonstrations of electric propulsion in area‑wide model aviation 
events.

Zip Code  92109

Flying Field GPS Coordinates
Latitude  32.7626416 N  Longitude  117.2143138 W

2009 Officers           
President 
858-213-5734

Vice President
619-284-6119

Secretary
619-697-0516

Treasurer
858-674-1318

Editor
760-521-0694

Safety Officer
858-274-7322
 
Chairman of the Board
760-583-1926

web site: http://sefsd.org/

Field

Aerospace Museum
Monthly Meeting site

AMA Charter Club 3078

Board of Directors 
Chairman of the Board 
760-583-1926

President 
858-213-5734

At Large
619-284-0816
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858-674-1318

At Large
619-518-0597

At Large
619-479-1321

Membership
760-583-1437

Video/DVD/Librarian

Raffle
619-284-6119

Flight Insructor
858-272-6882

Web Master
619-429-9042               

Sylvia Fee
sylviafee@cox.net

Wayne Walker
wayne@walker.org

Pedro Brantuas 
pedro@san.rr.com

Stilianos Jackson
stelioj@cox.net

Committees

David Fee
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James Marsden
marsden@san.rr.com

Steve Neu
sneu@aol.com

Michael Neale
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Jeffrey Keesaman
jkeesaman@mac.com

Ray Fulks
rwfulks@cox.net

James Marsden
jmarsden@san.rr.com

Wayne Walker
wayne@walker.org

Paul Guidice
theguidices@cox.net

Michael Neale
     michaelwneale@

earthlink.net

Bill Fee
dwfee@cox.net

Chuck Grim
chuckgrim@mac.com

David Fee
davidfee@cox.net

The President’s Corner
By Randy Marsden

The past two months were busy at the field since we were honored to host the 
U.S. National Team trials for F5B and F5D competitions. We also held the 
final EMAC contest for this year.  Although not at our field – our runway was 
just a bit too short – the Miramar Air Show was another exciting event for our 
local aviation community.  
 It is easy to forget how fortunate we are to have a location and weather 
that allows us to fly nearly every day of the year. Many other fields around the 
country have rain, snow, high winds, restricted flying hours, and other conditions 
that rarely keep us on the ground. And we have some of the best scenery of 
any RC field – palm trees and Mission Bay make a great backdrop. I think I 
freshly noticed all this again because I have been taking more pictures down 
at the field with my new camera. 
 Taking pictures of RC airplanes in flight is more difficult that I 
imagined. Getting the right combination of ‘film speed’, shutter speed, focus, 
f-stop, focal length, etc. is similar to setting up a new plane to flying aerobatics.  
It requires a good knowledge of the fundamentals followed by lots of practice 
followed by making small adjustments. With both hobbies, as you become 
better, your eye for your own mistakes becomes sharper and you find you have 
more to learn – or that a new piece of equipment can help you step up to the 
next level. Thanks to all who have been patient with my lurking about snapping 
photos.
 Election of officers is coming up in November, so be thinking about 
who you want to nominate at the October club meeting!
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----- Original Message ----- 
From: Timothy Wesselman
To: jmarsden@san.rr.com
Cc: Wayne@walker.org ; TheGuidices@cox.net
Sent: Sunday, October 11, 2009 11:35 PM
Subject: SEFSD: Complaint AND Suggestions for the Club Board

Evening Randy, 
Not sure if we have met, as I have yet to attend a club meeting, but I am frequently at the field. From the field, you would 
know me as the guy with the Kyosho Spitfire, PZ Corsair and P-51 Mustang. This is my first year with the club, having come 
back to the hobby after a 20 year hiatus. 

As the monthly meetings are difficult for me to attend (due to my evening family responsibilities), I thought it best to register 
my complaint with you by email. 

Candidly, I am a bit shocked at the amount club flying time that has been restricted due to special events this month. While 
some members may be able to simply accommodate these events by shifting their flying schedule from the weekend to the 
work week, we cannot assume that all members have this flexibility. For most, I believe, the weekend is the prime flying time. 
As such, I am concerned that the amount of field closure time for various competitions has become excessive and obstructive 
for the general club flyer. 

From the ElectroGlide every third Sat, the F5B contests every third Sunday, the F5B trials and the EMAC competitions there 
is simply too much WEEKEND field closure time. 

Sincerely, I request that special attention now be given to ensuring that there is an appropriate and fair amount of flying time 
for general aviation in each month. 

By means of making this formal complaint constructive, I ask that the Club Board give consideration to the following “guidelines” 
when scheduling and reserving field time in the future.

1. 30 days notice must be provided for any field closure time, without such notice, closure is not permissible. 
2. Hours of closure must be clearly designated for each special event/closure. 
3. Monthly schedule (both current and following month) indicating all field closures must be provided by all three of the 
following means: 
a. Peak Charge publication
b Posted at the field on the PIN Board 
c. Online at the SEFSD.org Club Website
4. Weekend field closures should be restricted to AFTERNOON hours, allowing general aviation in the morning hours and 
lighter winds, with the following exceptions:
a. Any competition and field closure that has a duration less than ONE hour
b. Electroglide competition, which is both short in duration and also dependent on lighter wind conditions. 
5. Field closures must be limited to ONE day in a given WEEKEND and not to exceed 2 WEEKENDS in a given month

“I didn’t even see you.”
 ‑ Have a spotter and fly a 
pattern.
  Jack Hix
 

A guy in a Kyosho Spitfire got me from about 2 O'clock low.
see editorial on page 7
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Our president Randy Marsden 
started the meeting promptly at 7 P.M. 
Frank Gagliardi told us about the 
arrangements for the Miramar club at 
the upcoming Miramar Air Show. They 
have a 60 foot tent that they will set up 
at the east end of the bleachers. 

The U.S. team for the F5B 
was chosen on Sept 13. The team 
consists of Steve Neu, Lenny Keer, 
Jeff Keesamen and the alternate is Eric 
Wierman. The 2010 F5B will be held 
at the AMA field in Muncie, Indiana. 
We all wish our team good luck next 
year!

Up Coming Events‑
Oct 15‑18 is the USRA Race 

of Champions at Rabbit Dry Lake in 
San Bernandino County. There will be 
48 entries. 

EMAC will be held at our 
field on Saturday Oct 24 and the Otay 
Float fly will be held on the same day 
at Otay Lake. The Otay Float Fly is a 
yearly event that is differently worth 
seeing. It will be held from 8‑3. See the 
web site for directions and additional 
information.

On Nov 14 there will be an 
open house at Miramar for Veterans 
Day. The Miramar club will also be 
holding their annual Toys for Tots open 
house in December. Please bring an 
unwrapped toy worth $20 or cash and 
you may fly anything at the field that 
day. Those of us that went last year 
enjoyed the day and most importantly a 
truck load of toys was collected for the 
children. We commend the Miramar 
club for doing something for Toys for 
Tots each year. If you can help it is a 
great cause. 

Bill Fee spoke about the 
monthly publication. This month had 
two months in one issue, August and 
September. Bill wants us to submit 
pictures for publication to him. He 
does request that you put captions on 
each picture and write a paragraph 

or two about the event or the origin 
of the pictures. He is requesting any 
member who has any pictures that he 
would like to share with the club to 
send them to him.

Entertainment‑
This month Chuck Grimm 

shared pictures of his trip to New York 
with his family. He visited the Old 
Rhinebeck Aerodrome in Rhinebeck, 
New York. You can see many of his 
pictures from his trip in the Aug. Sept 
Peak Charge. 

The Old Rhinebeck air shows 
are held every Saturday and Sunday 
and they fly most of the airplanes that 
they have. Chuck recommends anyone 
going to that part of the country to take 
the time to visit Rhinebeck because he 
had such a great time there. 

Here are a few of the planes 
from WWI and WWII that he showed 
us on his slide show.

Jenny, Fokker DR-1 (1917), 
Albatros (1917), Avro 504K(1914), 
Bleriot XI(1909), Curtis Pusher Model 
D, Caudron GIII (1914), Neuport 
28. At the show there were flying 
demonstrations and mock dog fights. 
There were also a number of hangers 
with original aircraft and replica 
aircraft.  If you wish you might want 

to check out their website at www.
oldrhinebeck.org  .

 They also offer Bi‑
plane rides. See website for details.
  Steve Neu also shared 
his vacation to Washington DC with 
us. He went to the UAV Show. There 
were a number of UAV’S in the show 
that had a Neu motor in it. His motors 
were in helicopters, UAV’s, and a UAV 
with a pusher motor. 
 He also showed us a slide 
show of his trip. A small helicopter 
UAV had one of his motors in it. 
There was a picture of a combination 
Helicopter and airplane. The helicopter 
turned into an airplane by rotating its 
motor blades into ailerons. There was 
also a gasoline powered helicopter that 
used a Neu motor to cool its engine.  
 While in Washington DC he 
also spent a day at the Smithsonian 
Museum at Dulles Airport. There 
was an SR 71 as you entered the 
museum. There were Corsairs, an 
F4 Phantom, a row of jets (WWII 
to modern), a Concord Jet, P-38 and 
a Japanese Seaplane. He showed us 
some awesome pictures. We had our 
raffle which ended our evening. Enjoy 
flying at the field and stay safe.

MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 2009 SEFSD MEETING

By Paul Guidice
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Smithsonian Museum
at Dulles Airport

by Paul Guidice

Little Butch, Boeing Aviation Hangar
with visitors
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Its F-5 Season!
By Steve Manganelli

We’re not talking tornados here 
folks: “Hotliner” type all composite, 
super powered gliders Federation 
Aeronautique  Internationale (FAI) 
class F‑5B and 3‑pylon turn left style 
class F‑5D have been seen buzzing 
our field as of late.  At this writing, 
we are between the F‑5B and F‑5D 
Team Selection programs, both held 
at our Mission Bay Park field.  The 
“B” Multitask Glider event held this 
past September 12th and 13th started 
out as a dog fight between Coloradan 
Lenny Keer and our own Steve Neu 
for first place, and a contest of disaster 
mitigation between our Jeff Keesaman 
and LA area based Eric Weirman for 3rd 
and 4th place. At stake here is the first 
3 placing finishers become the United 
States team that will be competing 
for the 2010 World Championships 
in Muncie IN, 4 th place becomes 
the alternate in case 1st through 3rd 
abdicate and 5 and below go home 
empty handed. 

Those who like to fly on windy 
Sunday afternoons have encountered 
monthly B practice sessions involving 
substantially the competitors that made 
up the F‑5B team selection event. 
The B task begins with a 200 second 
distance task where the models make 
as many “legs” as possible flying 
between  2 parallel planes 150 meters 
apart called Base A and Base B.  For 
our Mission Bay Park field, Base A is 
at pit row fence gate 4 and Base B is 
150 meters east, in line with the pit 
row fence. There are a couple of small 
obstacles to cramming the model full 
of Lipos, flying 200 MPH and getting 
zillions of legs: 1) you cannot run the 
motor on the course; 2) you are allowed 
only 10 climbs to altitude and 3) you 
cannot use more than 1750 Watt‑
minutes of total energy on both the 
distance and the subsequent 10 minute 
duration task which immediately 
follows the distance task on the same 

flight! The pilot stands at Base A where 
he can precisely judge the west edge 
of the course. The base B/ east end is 
monitored by an official who presses 
a button that transmits a signal via 
a set of wires. The signal  becomes 
an audible beep to the competitors 
indicating traversing the Base B gate. 
During launch or when running out 
of altitude after some legs, a carefully 
metered burst of power is used to gain 
both altitude and speed to the west of 
Base A so that at the conclusion of 
the burst, the model is pointed east 
at some desired altitude and going 
approximately 175 MPH, not bad for 
a glider! 

The sizing of the propeller and power 
system and the application of the 
10 bursts during distance became a 
critical factor in the contest strategy. 
The goal is to save only the minimal 
Watt‑minutes necessary for the 10 
minute duration and use all the rest on 
Distance. When you’re climbing at 150 
MPH, it doesn’t take a lot of motor time 
to make the 10 minute duration but it 
does take some. Getting a little “heavy 
footed” on the throttle during distance 
and running out of power for duration 
befell Eric, Jeff and newcomer Kris 
Duggan during a few rounds of the 8 
round contest. The 1750 Watt minutes 
are controlled by a device mounted 
in the power system of the airplane 
that monitors voltage, current and 
time and simply prevents the motor 
from being turned on after the limit is 
reached. What a sinking feeling to be 
in bad air and 100 feet of altitude after 
say 6 minutes of duration, advance 
the throttle and nothing happens! 
What happens last is a landing in a 
10, 20 or 30 meter diameter circle 
with points awarded inversely to the 
circle diameter. Duration is awarded 
1 point per second (600 possible) 
and distance at 10 points per lap with 
40 to 50 practical (500 points) so 

landing 4 minutes short on duration is 
a disaster!

While Eric and Jeff danced on the edge 
of the cliff for the 3rd spot, Steve and 
Lenny fought back and forth for #1, at 
least for the first few rounds. Lenny 
is a more practiced thermal pilot than 
Steve, so I thought he could make up 
a little ground on duration.  Lenny in 
turn pushed the edges of the Bases 
on distance in order to gain a leg or 2 
advantage over Steve. Unfortunately, 
when you push the boundaries, you 
may come up short: a couple of cuts 
at the bases and one motoring on the 
course foul, put Lenny behind Steve. 
Steve, the steely eyed perfectionist, 
had no cuts, no motoring fouls, no 
running‑out‑of power on duration and 
ended up winning 6 of 8 rounds. I do 
not recall Steve even missing any of 
30 point landings! By the order of the 
draw, Steve was scheduled for the last 
flight of the contest, even though he 
had already won with one throwout 
round considered. Steve instead went 
for broke, got some good air and 
attained the contest high 48 legs on 
distance, thus kicking some dirt on the 
other competitors for good measure! 
Congratulations, Steve!

Returning to the battle for 3rd, I 
believe it was the 4th  round where 
the official cadre of myself, Michelle 
Baker, Randy Ritter and Chuck Grim 
made our sole mistake (actually it 
was me forgetting to turn on one of 
the electronic monitoring systems) 
affecting a flight of Eric Weirman. Just 
after Eric launched and it became clear 
that the timing system was inactive, 
Eric was instructed to land.  Eric 
instead responded with the dreaded 
“I ain’t got it.” Vice PCM  lockout, 
the model behaved more like broken 
battery wire and made a gentle spiral 
free-flight descent to the east edge of 
the field where the model was damaged  
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but not repairable immediately. The 
silver lining on this cloud was that 
Eric was afforded a reflight instead of 
a zero for that round, but he was forced 
to use his inferior backup model for the 
remaining contest, which contributed 
to some of his woes. Meanwhile, every 
time Jeff had an opportunity to put 
some distance between himself and 
Eric, Jeff would miss a landing or run 
out of power on duration, leaving the 
door open for Eric. At the end of Day 
1 with 5 of 8 rounds flown, only a few 
points separated Eric and Jeff, and 
neither could afford another bad round 
on Day 2. Perhaps reflecting on his 
Day 1 foibles, I can picture  Jeff telling 
himself: “Straighten up and fly right or 
I’m not going to Muncie in 2010!”

Day 2/Sunday was pretty anticlimactic 
with Steve putting distance between 
himself and Lenny and both comfortable 
with their places on the team assured.  
Jeff’s catharsis paid off returning to the 
form that put him on the 2008 and 2006 

USA teams. Decent leg numbers, full 
durations and 30 point landings shut 
the door on Eric as Eric had motoring 
on the course fouls, Base cuts and no‑
power short durations as he went for 
broke in an attempt to best Jeff for the 
3rd team spot.  Newcomer Kris Duggan 
of Palo Alto did respectably well, 
with only a few previous flights on an 
instrumented distance course and no 
prior experience with a Watt‑limiter. 
Kris has good reflexes, young eyes 
and will be a formidable competitor, 
especially if he can find a local group 
to practice with. Lenny Keer already 
has his local group to practice with: 
us! Now read back to beginning to see 
where Lenny is from: yep, Colorado! 
Is that not serious dedication to come 
some 800 miles on a monthly basis 
to practice? I want to recognize all 
the competitors for their unselfish 
sportsmanship and camaraderie.  With 
only 5 competitors and 2 in the air at 
once, it took pretty much everybody 
else either timing, coaching distance 

or duration to keep the contest moving. 
Eric’s fiancée Sarah pitched in to help 
time or coach.  It didn’t matter if the 
person being coached was breathing 
down the pilot’s neck or out of striking 
distance: no help was refused! The 
camaraderie ended with a new tradition 
I’m calling the “Winner Host Dinner” 
for all competitors still in town and 
the helpers after the contest. Thanks 
for that, Steve it was a nice cap on the 
event. 

In summary, congratulations to our 
2010 World Championship Team Steve 
Neu, Lenny Keer and Jeff Keesman 
and alternate Eric Weirman. I can’t 
finish without acknowledging again 
my capable and thoroughly unselfish 
helpers: Michelle Baker for duration 
timing and general logistics including 
2 culinary lunch masterpieces;  Randy 
Ritter for unselfishly doing the entire 
Base B chore both days, and Chuck 
Grim for scoring and handling the club 
trailer and equipment.

The club mission statement promotes competition. 
However, the field is open to sport flying most of the time, most of the weekends.

EMAC is not every month and only closes the field for 4-5 hours starting at 10am. Sport flying can occur before and 
after the contest. Electroglide takes very little time one morning a month. 
F5B/D team selection contests to determine who will represent the USA at the World Championships occur only every 
other year. Practices are in the afternoons on Sundays on a more or less regular basis‑‑but not every month. 

1)  Field closures are already approved by the board prior to any event
2)  Hours for an event are set when the event is approved
3) Events are listed in Peak Charge, and on the web site.  The pin board is NOT an official way to send out information 
about events. Occasionally things are posted or removed without board approval.
4)  Some events take more time than the afternoon offers.  Others (like Electroglide) need calm morning air.
5) Club membership entitles an individual to fly any open time providing that club bylaws and field rules are observed. 
All members are obligated to contribute their time and effort to field maintenance and safety violation reporting. 

Footnote:
If a modeler wants unfettered access to a place to fly on the weekends they should join more than one club like many 
people do, or they can start their own club, find a different flying site, and set their own club rules that don’t allow special 
events. There are no clubs around here that I know of that don’t hold special events. 

This club was started by competition minded fliers, and they have always done most of the work of running the club.

An Editorial - by Bill Fee
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F5B Team Selection Competition
Pictures by Chuck Grim

- see next 4 pages -
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Contest Director
Steve Manganelli

Chris Duggan
5th Place

2010 USA F5B Team


