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Mission Statement
The objective of the Silent Electric Flyers of San Diego is to promote and 
further the technology of electric powered R/C aeromodeling; encourage 
competition in Electric Soaring, Pylon Racing, FAI‑F5B/D, Scale, Old 
Timer, and Pattern Electric categories by hosting major Industry‑sponsored 
events and sanctioning “Fun‑Fly” types of contests; provide forums for the 
exchange of technical information, instruction and experience; and partici‑
pate in demonstrations of electric propulsion in area‑wide model aviation 
events.

Zip Code  92109

Flying Field Google Earth Coordinates

Latitude  32°45’45.21”N Longitude 117°12’50.89”W
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An Editorial
by Bill Fee

Many thanks to Graphite Dick Kantner for the full scale picture of 
the Spirit of St. Louis on this month’s cover; complete with backdrop, 
it almost looks like the real thing. I rendered it in black and white, 
because full color didn’t come along (for the most part) until Ko‑
dachrome in the late thirties.

Your picture may be featured on the next cover.  We play no favorites.
A number of builders and flyers have “made it” several times, but 
only because they are prolific producers, in show and tell and at the 
field.

If you have a bright idea to share, put it in writing and we will pub‑
lish it (most likely), space permitting.  If you prefer, speak up at the 
next general meeting, or put it before the board.  We meet the second 
Wednesday of every month, seven PM at Steve Neu’s place, 4526 
Edgeware Rd 4, San Diego.
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Introduction-
David Fee 
brought the 
meeting to order 
at 7:08 PM.    
Fifteen faithful 
members were 
in attendance, 
despite the sum‑

mer doldrums and post‑Muncie exhaustion.

Old Business-
No old business was discussed.

New / Other Business-
Muncie results were discussed briefly, but since the event 
had just concluded, there had been no time to prepare a 
report.  

There was an electric scale meet on the 14th, the high‑
light of which was a 12’ Hercules with eight motors; it 
had also been flown at Hemet and Elsinore.

This Saturday there will be a Scale Pattern at Miramar—
open gate, says Frank Gagliardi.

Jet Day at the Bay was on August 2nd; Stelio Jackson 
will provide pictures and article.

It was brought to the members’ attention that the field 

SEFSD GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
Date:  Tuesday, August 24, 2010

by Sylvia Fee, Secretary and Membership Chair
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needs wetting/rolling/repacking; can we get permis‑
sion to use the spigot at the boat ramp?  This item will 
be discussed at the next Board of Directors’ meeting on 
September 8th.

Stelio will get back to us regarding the next Float Fly.

Chuck Grim reported that a Swiss gentleman won the In‑
ternational Pylon Open with a new propeller on a geared 
motor.  There are little bumps along the leading edge of 
the prop—like those on whale flippers.  (An inventor in 
Canada has a patent on a wind turbine blade that uses the 
same idea.)  There is a picture of the prop in RC Groups.
Show & Tell‑

Frank Gagliardi showed a Mini Ultra Stick from Eflight 
(“E Class, POGO‑‑$199, goes fast, turns left.”)  This 
plane has inspired Frank to propose a Simple Program:  
minimum weight 2 lbs., any prop, any speed control, 
850 kv maximum on the motors, with a 3S battery pack, 
maximum 2500.  (For example, the Eflight 450 motor has 

890 kv, as does the Scorpion.)  There will be a meeting at 
Frank’s house in Mira Mesa on September 3rd to “offi‑
cialize” and name this program.  John Weaver of Horizon 
Hobbies will give a good deal on the plane, and Bala 
Pandi of SureFlite will have deals on motors and speed 
controls.

Dave Katagiri brought two full‑sized plans he had drawn 
for a scratch‑builder.  He advised making spare motor 
mounts and bringing an extra motor, so if you burn one 
out, you can swap them out quickly and keep on flying.  
The plans generated a great deal of interest.

More talking about motors and watt meters—and a 
solemn reminder that a plane being range tested must be 
restrained or held by someone; it is illegal not to do so!  
(If you forget, the laws of physics will remind you.)

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted,                      Sylvia Fee

RC FLY TV club promotional offer

Hello RC Club members,
We want to introduce to you our RC Fly TV online TV channel that is devoted to the RC hobby.  We are offering a 
special promotion just for club members to get 15% off the regular price of $45.00 per year.  We are also hoping to get 
our name out there to all of you.  Please check out our website out at www.rcfly.tv

We would love to send you brochures to pass out at your next meeting to other members that may be interested as 
well.  If you would be willing to do that, please call me back at 1‑866‑606‑6587.  I would love to have a chance to go 
over the site more with you.  We are also offering a chance to win one of 5 Apple iPads to the first 600 subscribers.   

Kind regards,
Tanya Gottlieb
Customer Service
RCfly TV

Ashdown Inc.
68132 250th Ave.
Kasson, MN  55944
Toll Free:  1‑866‑606‑6587
Fax:  507‑634‑7691
www.rcfly.tv
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Celebrate, Educate, Inspire
… the San Diego Air & Space Museum 

by Dick Kantner
  
CONGRATULATIONS on finding and retrieving the port non-metallic rudder fin 
numbered 17955. That's ONE out of TWO! The recovery is a good story in itself. 
With a little luck, and publicity that it was recovered and no one went to jail, passed 
on through the staff at Gibbs air service operation with some subtle threats...the 
other fin might turn up.

 

.955 was an older  SR71  used at LAC Palmdale for experimental activities, such 
as fairing Reed's Duckbill on to the nose for evaluating Loral's look‑down radar 
system. The bird is exhibited at Edwards AFB.

Jet Day By The Bay 2010
August 7th

Another succesfull mini event was 
held on August 7th at the SEFSD fly‑
ing field, namely the Jet Day By The 
Bay 2010.

Since I was never in the NAVY 
(Never Again Volunteer Yourself) I 
seem to get myself in quite a pickle. 
A few months back several individu‑
als remembered that I was respon‑
sible for the JDBTB event in the past 
and they wanted to have another one. 
So I get this e‑mail in Spring with 
"Hey Stelio how about a JDBTB 
2010 for this Summer?" Naturally 
my answer was "Sure!" and all the 
Jets guys were happy.

Cooking about a dozen things on six 
burners (partial pun on jets) and the 
date approaching fast I did what ev‑
ery good manager that wants to stay 
sane does, DELEGATE!
And whom to best choose but the 
person that sent me the aforemen‑
tioned e‑mail, Norm Arndt.
I locked down the date and cleared 
with the board and then asked Norm 
to come up with some events so 
that the pilots and spectators can be 

entairtained.

Norm being a good sport joined the 
NAVY and oblidged. So he came up 
with five events: Best Aircraft, Speed 
Run, Spot Landing, Touch and Go, 
Taxiing Skills.So far so good except 
for the Speed Run, because Speed 
Run = Speed Gun. Since people in 
the Club seem to remember who 
did what well in the past I contacted 
Frank Gagliardi who was able to ob‑
tain a radar gun. Frank being a good 
sport and even though he thinks he 
is a Marine, he too joined the NAVY. 
Frank also thinks that he is Sicilian, 
but last I checked that island flies the 
Italian flag.

So everything is falling in place as 
the day approaches, with one un‑
known: pilots? Can't do much about 
that except advertising. Judging by 
the attendance you would think we 
spent good money on this event. We 
had a little over a dozen pilots and 
over thirty aircraft. To name a few, 
we had Jeff, Andy, Chris, Bob, Mark, 
John, Jim, Norm, Raphi, Jarred, Luis, 
Vince, Steve, Richard, Randy, and 

Frank who did not know he partici‑
pated.

First event and wisely so was the 
Best Aircraft. The JDBTB is not 
meant to be an aicraft grinder, but 
it is best to admire the nice ones 
before the hangar rash starts setting 
in. Once the votes were tallied we 
had a winner, #9 Bob's Panther. We 
also had a second and third place, 
unfortunately we did not take good 
notes when the aircraft numbers were 
assigned and by the time the results 
were announced most of the pilots 
had removed the number. Second 
place went to #14 and third place to 
#32. So congratulations to Bob for 
stuffing the ballot box the best.

Next came the Speed Run. Frank 
with experience gained for the Spring 
Fling knew exaclty what to do, too bad 
the pilots did not. Just about everyone 
entered this event, can you say Bragging 
Rights and Egos the size of the Hinden‑
burg? The recorded speeds ranged from 
15mph to over 100mph. Each pilot was 
allowed three passes per aircraft, some 
entered more than one airplane. In the 
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end Chris earned the Bragging Rights 
with his Twister clocking 104, 108, and 
for the win 110mph. Second was John 
with a Fun Jet and 109mph, and third 
came Jarred with his Cougar at 105mph.

Third event was the Spot Landing. For 
this event we utilized the same three 
circles used by the Electrogliders. Small‑
est circle 30 points, middle circle 20 
points, outer circle 10 points, and on the 
runway 5 points. We wanted to make sure 
everyone scored and it worked since most 
of them got 5 points. Four pilots who ap‑

parently did not pay attention to the rules 
managed to get 10 points. The situation 
got sticky when two aircraft scored 20 
points. Time for sudden death to see who 
is the best Spot Lander. The catch, both 
aircraft were piloted by Andy so rather 
than risk the airplanes he decided to con‑
cede to himself and accept Spot Landing 
supreme champion.

Fourth event was the Touch and Go. 
Not many entrants here, perhaps hangar 
rash was setting in, or they did not have 
landing gear. But that did not stop the 
ever skillful Mark to claim victory with 
his A‑7 doing belly touch and go's with a 
winning time of 38 seconds. Second best 
was Norm with Habu at 59 seconds, and 
third came Jarred with his Cougar at 1 
minute 6 seconds.

And finally the fifth event, Taxiing Skills. 
It would appear that we combined it with 
golf bacause at the turn around point was 
a sand trap. For the pilots that succumbed 
to the ill manered section of the runway 

had times of over a minute. For the pilots 
that plowed thru that mush with power 
to spare sub‑minute scores were easily 
attained. Once again Mark with a mon‑
strosity called a SkyVac completed the 
course in 20 seconds and claimed victory. 
Second was Norm with his Habu and 26 
seconds, and third was Luis with his F‑22 
and 49 seconds.

After the white knuckles flying, the pilots 
were treated to pizza, cookies and water. 
Several people were kind enough to let 
us know that they enjoyed the fun and fly 
and were looking forward to next year's 
event.

In turn I like to thank first and foremost 
Norm for coming up with the events, and 
Frank, Bob, Andy and all the others that 
helped with the JDBTB 2010.
See you all next year!
Stelio  
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TAKE IT SLOW: 
The biggest cost saver may be the simplest. Ease in one 
supply at a time. And upgrade as you go. "You don't 
move into your dream house when you move out of your 
parents' house," said Deborah Moebes, owner of Whip‑
stitch Fabrics in Atlanta, who teaches sewing classes. 
"You move into the dorm, and then you move into the 
apartment and you move into your starter home. You 
work up to it."

TALK TO THE EXPERTS: 
Before diving into a new hobby, investigate what's in‑
volved. Search the Web. Browse a bookstore or library. 
Get a sense of why people you know like the activity and 
what it costs. Runners need good sneakers, while projects 
like woodworking may require lots of space for supplies 
like saws and chisels and stains, as well as sizable invest‑
ments of time and money.

TAKE A CLASS:
 It's increasingly common for studios, stores and gyms 
to offer introductory classes and clinics where newbies 
can try their hand. Some last only an hour and are free 
while others can go for weeks with price tags to match. 
But almost all let you learn new skills and build confi‑
dence under the watchful eye of an instructor, and many 
provide materials.

MAKE A LIST: 
Whether you're getting advice from an instructor, a clerk 
in a sporting goods store or a crafty acquaintance, ask 
for help compiling three lists: items you can't do without, 
supplies that would be nice to have and things you might 
want to splurge on later.

At Home Depot, customers who attend any of six hands‑
on workshops held each month in each store leave with 
a list of what they need to complete a project. "We don't 
want to overwhelm or confuse anybody," said Ken Rye, 
the home improvement chain's marketing manager of 

workshops. Lots of other stores and schools offer similar 
classes.

BUY A KIT: 
Vince Parker, the director of training and customer 
service at Hobby Lobby, an Oklahoma City‑based chain 
that stocks everything from model rocket kits to origami 
supplies, recommends starting out with a beginner's kit 
of what you'll need for one project. Then you can assess 
whether you're interested in expanding your supplies and 
launching into the next activity. Beware, though, that kits 
sometimes cost more than buying items individually.

RENT THE GEAR: 
If you need big machinery, check for local hardware 
stores and heavy‑equipment companies that rent tools 
and specialized machines. You can rent everything from 
a pressure washer to gardening equipment and tools for 
laying tiles. Some towns even have tool‑lending libraries.

SEEK DEALS: 
Whether you're looking for something as cheap as em‑
broidery hoops or as expensive as an exercise treadmill, 
remember you rarely need to pay full price. Time your 
purchase to coincide with sales, and always look for cou‑
pons, browse newspaper classifieds and check websites 
like Craigslist and eBay for gently used or refurbished 
gear.

If that doesn't work, try hunting for a swap event (or 
organize one yourself) where you and your friends can 
trade unused supplies.
 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  Many model aircraftclubs do offer 
building and flying instruction.  And of course we do 
provide insight and guidance, both at our monthly meet‑
ings and at the field, but the former is not individual and 
personal, and the latter more often than not only when a 
newbie asks for help or field rules are broken. 

These tips can keep hobbies from breaking your bank  
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